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By Mr. Quinn of Boston, petition of Kevin H. White (Secretary of the Common-
wealth) and Robert H. Quinn that provision be made for the purchase of voting
machines by cities. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Four

An Act providing for the purchase of voting machines
BY CITIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 34 of chapter 54 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by section 36 of chapter 437 of the acts
3 of 1962, is hereby further amended by striking out said section
4 and inserting in place thereof the following section:
5 Section 34- A town may, at a meeting held at least ninety
6 days before the primary or election at which voting machines
7 are to be used, determine upon and purchase, or lease, one or
8 more voting machines approved as provided in section thirty-
-9 two, and order the use thereof at primaries and elections of

10 state or town officers; and thereafter at all primaries and elections
11 of state or town officers, until otherwise ordered by the selectmen,
12 said machines shall be used for the nomination and election of
13 such officers and for taking the vote upon questions submitted
14 to the voters. Notice of such determination to use voting ma-
-15 chines or to discontinue the use thereof shall be sent to the
16 state secretary by the town clerk within five days after such
17 action; provided, however, that such notice of discontinuance
18 of such machines at any primary or election shall be sent not
19 later than thirty days prior thereto. Voting machines may also
20 be used at any polling place, designated as required by section
21 twenty-four, where persons qualified under section one A of
22 chapter fifty-one to vote for electors of president and vice-
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23 president shall cast their ballots provided the selectmen give
24 notice thereof to the state secretary not less than sixty days
25 before the day of the election at which such electors are to be
26 chosen.

1 Section 2. Chapter 54 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 34 the following section:
3 Section 34A. The aldermen of a city shall, at a meeting held
4 at least ninety days before the primary, preliminary election or
5 election at which voting machines are to be used, but not later
6 than April thirtieth, nineteen hundred and seventy, determine
7 upon and purchase, or lease, voting machines approved as pro-
-8 vided in section thirty-two, sufficient in number to completely
9 equip the city, and order the use thereof at primaries, prelim-

-10 inary elections and elections of state and city officers; and there-
-11 after at all primaries, preliminary elections and elections of
12 state and city officers said machines shall be used for nominating
13 and electing such officers and for taking the vote upon questions
14 submitted to the voters. Nothing in this section shall prohibit
15 the partial equipping of any city with such machines prior to
16 said date. Notice of determination to use voting machines shall
17 be sent to the state secretary by the city clerk within five days
18 after such action. Voting machines may also be used at any
19 polling place where persons qualified under section one A of
20 chapter fifty-one to vote for electors of president and vice-
-21 president shall cast their ballots provided the aldermen give
22 notice thereof to the state secretary not less than sixty days
23 before the day of the election at which such electors are to be
24 chosen.


