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By Mr. Hollis of Braintree, petition of Herbert B. Hollis and another for the
appointment of a special commission (including members of the General Court) to
prepare plans for the observance as the Liberty Tree Bicentennial of the events
leading up to the Revolutionary War and the Declaration of Independence. Ways
and Means (Joint).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Four.

Resolve providing for the establishment of a special com-
mission TO PREPARE PLANS FOR THE OBSERVANCE AND CELEBRA-
TION IN THIS COMMONWEALTH TO COMMEMORATE THE BICEN-

TENNIAL OF EVENTS LEADING UP TO THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR
AND THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE TO BE KNOWN AS THE
LIBERTY TREE BICENTENNIAL.

1 Whereas, The years nineteen hundred and sixty-five to nine-
-2 teen hundred and seventy-five will mark the Bicentennial of the
3 Liberty Tree of Boston and the events of history preceding the
4 Revolutionary War; and
5 Whereas, These events shaped the destiny of the original
6 Thirteen Colonies; and
7 Whereas, The courage and right of the freemen and patriots
8 assembled here bred a bond of unity among men which in turn
9 bound the Colonies together; and

10 Whereas, A new government of representation and individual
11 liberty was born; and
12 Whereas, A greater appreciation of our heritage of freedom
13 should be rekindled in the hearts and minds of the present genera-

-14 tion it is highly fitting that this commonwealth participate in
15 the observance of these events of historic import and make
16 plans and arrangements therefor; and
17 Whereas, Joint resolutions for the observance of the pre-

cis Revolutionary Bicentennial of events bearing on the freedom
19 of our country have been introduced in the Congress of the
20 United States; and
21 Whereas, Massachusetts was the seat of the first resistance
22 to unjust rule; therefore be it
23 Resolved, That a special unpaid commission, to consist of the
24 governor of the commonwealth, who shall be a member ex-
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25 officio, three members of the senate, five members of the house
26 of representatives, the secretary of state or his designated repre-
-27 sentative, the director of education or his designated repre-
-28 sentative and twenty persons to be appointed by the governor
29 with the advice and consent of the council, of whom sixteen
30 shall be selected from the following organizations The Sons
31 of the American Revolution; The Daughters of the American
32 Revolution; The Children of the American Revolution; The
33 Massachusetts Society of the Cincinnati; The Sons of the
34 Revolution; The Order of Founders and Patriots; The Society |

35 of Colonial Dames; The Daughters of Colonial Wars; The De-
-36 scendants of the Signers of the Declaration of Independence;
37 The Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company; The Bunker
38 Hill Monument Association; The American Legion; The Bos-
-39 tonian Society; The Massachusetts Historical Society; The
40 Bay State Historical League; The Greater Boston Chamber of
41 Commerce —is hereby established to devise plans and programs
42 for the observance by the commonwealth of said anniversary.
43 In preparing its plans and programs, the commission shall give
44 due consideration to any similar and related plans advanced by
45 civic, patriotic, hereditary and historical bodies and may desig-
-46 nate special committees with representation from the afore-
-47 mentioned bodies to plan and conduct specific ceremonies. The
48 governor is authorized and requested to issue proclamations in-
-49 viting the people of the commonwealth to participate in and
50 observe the Bicentennial Anniversaries of the significant his-
-51 toric events, the commemorations of which are provided for
52 herein. Said commission may receive and expend such funds
53 as may be donated to it for its purposes. Said commission shall
54 submit its first report and recommendations, if any, to the Gen-
-55 era! Court by filing the same with drafts of legislation to carry
56 such recommendations into effect, with the clerk of the senate
57 on or before the last Tuesday in December in the current year
58 and shall thereafter file an annual report and recommendations,
59 if any, with the clerk and a final report and accounting of funds 1
60 received and expended not later than May first, nineteen hun-
-61 dred and seventy-five. Vacancies occurring on said commission
62 may be filled by appointment from the aforementioned groups
63 in the manner of the original appointments to the commission.
64 Said commission shall terminate upon the completion of the
65 duties set forth in this resolve.


