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By Mr. Frenning of Boston, petition of John W. Frenning for legislation to pro-
vide for the transfer of the Suffolk County Jail on Charles Street in Boston to the
Department of Correction and to provide for a study of the relocation of the fa-
cilities at said jail and the acquisition of the land and buildings thereat by the
Boston Redevelopment Authority. Counties.

An Act to transfer the Charles street jail to the common-
wealth, TO PROVIDE FOR A STUDY OF THE RELOCATION OF THAT
FACILITY AND TO AUTHORIZE THE ACQUISITION OF THE LAND AND

BUILDINGS RELATED THERETO BY THE BOSTON REDEVELOPMENT
AUTHORITY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The jail of Suffolk county located on Charles
2 street in the city of Boston shall be transferred to the depart-
-3 ment of correction on behalf of the commonwealth effective July
4 first, nineteen hundred and sixty-four, and thereafter shall be
5 known as the Massachusetts Correctional Institution, Boston.
6 The mayor of the city of Boston shall cause a description of the
7 lands relating to such jail be made forthwith, and shall sign and
8 cause to be recorded in the registry of deeds for Suffolk county
9 on July first, nineteen hundred and sixty-four, such description

10 together with a statement that the same with the buildings
11 thereon has been transferred to the commonwealth for prison
12 purposes. Upon such recording, title to such lands shall there-
-13 upon vest in the commonwealth.

1 Section 2. The department of correction is authorized and
2 directed to undertake forthwith a survey, investigation and
3 study of the prisoner detention facilities and functions relating
4 to the county of Suffolk and the city of Boston in co-operation
5 and consultation with the Boston Redevelopment Authority and
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6 other interested bodies. Such investigation and study shall be
7 completed no later than four months after the effective date of
8 this act and shall determine the need for additional or relocated
9 detention facilities, the proper location and design of detention

10 facilities, and the estimated cost of providing new or relocated
11 facilities. The sum of twenty-five thousand dollars is hereby
12 appropriated for such study. The department of correction is
13 hereby empowered to expend such funds for the hiring of con-
-14 sultants, for legal, clerical and other assistance and for the ex-
-15 penses of such study.
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1 Section 3. In the event that the commissioner of correction
2 certifies that the land and buildings acquired on behalf of the
3 commonwealth under the provisions of section one of this act
4 are no longer required for prison purposes such land shall be
5 offered for sale to the Boston Redevelopment Authority at a
6 price determined to be its fair market value by a board of three
7 appraisers, one of whom shall be appointed by the mayor of the
8 city of Boston, one by said authority and one by the two first
9 appointed. The consideration for such sale shall be paid to the

10 city of Boston.
11 If the land has not been sold by the commonwealth to the
12 Boston Redevelopment Authority within five years of the
13 effective date of this act, the commonwealth shall pay the fair
14 market value of such property to the city of Boston. Such value
15 shall be determined by a board of three appraisers, one of whom
16 shall be appointed by the comptroller, one by the mayor of the
17 city of Boston and one by the two first appointed.

1 Section 4. All persons appointed by the sheriff of Suffolk
2 county for services in the jail referred to in section one of this
3 act are hereby transferred to, and made employees of, the com-
-4 monwealth in the department of corrections without reduction
5 in their rank or compensation, without impairment of their
6 civil service or tenure rights, of their retirement rights or of then
7 vacation, holiday, or sick leave rights, such transfer to take
8 effect July first, nineteen hundred and sixty-four.

1 Section 5. Section lof chapter 125 of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by section 1 of chapter 591 of the acts
3 of 1953, is hereby further amended by inserting after the words
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“the Reformatory for Women;” the words: Massachusetts
Correctional Institution, Boston, the jail for Suffolk county;.
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Section 6. Section 7of chapter 126 of the General Laws is
hereby amended by striking out the words “the jailers of the
county shall ” appearing in the first sentence thereof and insert-
ing in place thereof the words: —the jailers of each county ex-
cept Suffolk shall.
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Section 7. Section 16 of chapter 126 of the General Laws,
as most recently amended by section 6 of chapter 219 of the acts
of 1937, is hereby further amended by striking out the first sen-
tence thereof and inserting in place thereof the following sen-
tence: Except in Suffolk county, the sheriff shall have custody
and control of jails in his county, and of the houses of conection
therein and of all prisoners committed thereto, and shall keep
the same himself or by his deputy as jailer, master or commis-
sioner, and shall be responsible for them.
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Section 8. This act shall take effect upon its passage.1




