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Division of Industrial Accidents,
Office Building, Government C

100 Cambridge Street, Boston 02202, November 1, 1966.

Honorable Kevin H. Wh lealth, State House, Boston
021

Dear Mr. Secretary: In accordance with the provisions of
section 33 of chapter 30 of the General Laws, a copy of the recom-
mendations of the Industrial Accident Board for legislation is sub-
mitted herewith, together with drafts of bills embodying the legisla-
tion recommended. These drafts have been submitted to the
Counsel for the House of Representatives, as required by law.

Respectfully submitted,

JAMES J. GAFFNEY, Jr.,
mar,

Cijc Commontoeald) of cpwsadjusetts
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1. An Act to remove Arbitrary Restrictions on the Quali-
fications of Certain Physicians to Testify in Work-
men’s Compensation Cases.

RECOMMENDATIONS.

At the present time the parties have delayed the trial of cases by
raising objection to the reports of certain physicians who have
examined the employee impartially, said objections being based on
the allegation that the physician has testified in hearings under
Chapter 152 more than three times in the preceding twelve months.
Because physicians appointed as impartial examiners have long ex-
perience in workmen’s compensation cases their treatment of in-
jured employees, their opinion and testimony are in great demand.
Therefore, they do appear frequently, thus making their impartial
report inadmissible if they have testified more than three times in
the preceding twelve months. This proposed amendment would
allow these physicians to continue to assist the Industrial Accident
Board by impartial examinations and reports.

2. An Act to relieve Insurers of Notifying the Division
of Industrial Accidents of the Renewal of Workmen’s
Compensation Policies.

At the present time each time a workmen’s compensation policy
is issued, renewed, expires or is cancelled, the insurance company
must notify the Division, in writing, on each individual action.
This present procedure necessitates a tremendous amount of cor-
respondence being sent by the insurers and received by the Division
each year. Under this amendment probably eighty per cent of this
correspondence would be eliminated inasmuch as notification would
have to be given only in those circumstances where a policy expires
without renewal, is cancelled, or terminated in some other manner.
This relieves the insurer of notifying the Division in each instance
and also assists the Division in two respects, (a) that of making an
entry on each renewal and (b ) permitting the Division to maintain
a closer check on those employers who are not insured.


