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Department of Public Health,
State House, Boston 02133.

The Honorable Kevin If. "W mwealth , State Houseretanj of
lusettitc

Dear Sir: In accordance with the provisions of General Laws,
Tercentenary Edition, Chapter 30, Section 33, as amended by the
Acts of 1948, Chapter 67, a copy of the recommendations for legis-
lation is submitted, together with a draft of the bill embodying the
legislation recommended. The drafts of legislation have been sub-
mitted to the Counsel of the House as required by law.

Very truly yours,

Che Commcmtocalth of Massachusetts

A. DANIEL RUBENSTEIN,
Deputy Commissioner.
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1. An Act relative to the appointment of superintendents,
PHYSICIANS, AND OTHER EMPLOYEES.

This legislation is proposed in order to permit superintendents
of hospitals of the State Department of Public Health to appoint
certain employees without the necessity of the time consuming re-
quirement that the Commissioner of Public Health hold hearingsl
on removal, etc., of certain employees.

2. An Act relative to Reimbursement for Hospitalization
and Other Care.

This legislation proposes a corrective change in the law. Under
present law a hospital service corporation may reimburse the
Lemuel Shattuck Hospital only for hospitalization, while other
State hospitals (Soldier’s Homes, etc.,) are eligible for reimburse-
ment for hospitalization and other care.

The proposed legislation would make the law the same for both
without discrepancy.

3. An Act defining “Resident” and “Chronically Non-
Resident Person”

The proposed legislation defines “resident” and “chronically non-
resident person” as they pertain to individuals suffering from small-
pox or other disease dangerous to the public health. This is neces-
sary to determine financial responsibility for care and treatment.

Under present law there is a definition, by incorporation, of
“chronically non-resident” person. There is a reference to sec-
tion 80 of Chapter 111 of the General Laws.

However, since Section 80 refers exclusively to patients suffering
from tuberculosis, this reference is not adequate. (

4. An Act authorizing the Acquisition of Certain Land by

the Department of Public Health.
At a conference in the Governor’s office in the summer of 1963,

it was decided that the Federal request for 4.35 acres of the
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“Bussey” land in Forest Hills, on which to establish a Water Pol-
lution Research Laboratory, could be safely granted provided that
room for adequate parking space, possible future expansion, etc.
was ensured through purchase of the vacant lot across the street
from the “Bussey” land. The Governor recommended at that
time that action be taken to secure the lot in question, so that there
would be no possibility of a land shortage in the area, at the time
when additional space wasrequired. The present plans for construc-
tion of a new State Laboratory Building, and a Water Pollution
Research Laboratory on the piece of land transferred to the Federal
Government together with the power plant and parking require-
ments for these buildings will leave barely enough room when the
buildings are completed, and there will be essentially no unused
land available for the additional parking needs which will develop
when the Federal building is enlarged and the state building is fully
occupied. Nor is there adequate space for an added state build-
ing or a major wing on the projected new building. The likelihood
of a serious shortage of space developing in the foreseeable future is
therefor a very real one.

The lot in question is on a hillside. It is at present vacant, but
the owner has been actively filling it in and there is every indica-
tion that it will be available and used for construction presum-
ably a house lot within a year or so. Therefore, purchase of
the land by the State should be accomplished at the earliest possible
date in order to avoid having to pay a very much higher price for
it later.

5. An Act relative to Vaccination and Immunization of
School Children

The purpose of the proposed legislation is to require that all chil-
dren entering school be immunized against smallpox, diphtheria, per-
tussis, tetanus, measles, polio and against any other communicable
diseases as may be specified from time to time by the Commissioner
of Public Health. Through voluntary methods, approximately 98
per cent of the children entering school have been immunized against
smallpox. Between 90 and 95 per cent of the school children have
been immunized against the other five diseases. The group that
has not been immunized is hard to reach through community pro-
grams and they represent a risk of spot outbreaks of these diseases.
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Elimination and eradication of the above diseases is now possible.
Compulsory immunization would represent no hardship to over 90
per cent of the families of school children since the children have
already been immunized. Exceptions to compulsory immunization
would be made on medical grounds, e.g., atopic eczema for small-
pox immunization, steroid therapy for measles vaccine, etc.

6. An Act relative to the Protection of Flood Plains.

There appear to be two basic defects in Chapter 220 of the Acts
of 1965.

(1) Although the chapter relates to water supply matters, no
mention is made of the Department of Public Health. While the
Department of Natural Resources has adopted the practice of noti-
fying the Department of Public Health of each matter coming to
their attention, there is no legal authority assigned to us as regards
water supply.

(2) The type of activity which the act controls may have public
health implications aside from water supply, but the act does not
take cognizance of this fact.

7. A Resolve providing for an Investigation and Study by

a Special Commission of the Laws of the Commonwealth
relative to the Issuance and Reporting of Births, Deaths,
Fetal Deaths and Marriages.

This resolve is submitted because of the need for review of the
content of birth, death, fetal death and marriage certificates in
order to determine whether information provided is sufficient for
present day legal requirements and modern methods of data process-
ing for statistics and research. Reporting procedures should be re-
viewed and modifications recommended where necessary to make
accurate data more rapidly available.


