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No. 527HOUSE
By Mr. Whitney of Springfield, petition of Frederick M. Whitney, Jr., for legis'

lation relative to the election of officers of political committees. Election Laws.

*

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixtv-Seven

An Act relative to the election of officers of political

COMMITTEES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

|
1 Chapter 52 of the General Laws is hereby amended by strik-
-2 ing out section 4, as most recently amended by section 3 of
3 chapter 138 of the acts of 1955, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section;
5 Section J+. Each city, ward and town committee shall,
6 within ten days after June first next following the election of
7 its members, meet and organize by the choice of a chairman, a
8 secretary, a treasurer and such other officers as it may decide
9 to elect for a term of two years. Said city, ward, and town com-

-10 mittee shall meet no later than May fifteenth in the second year
11 following their election, for the purpose of choosing a chairman,
12 secretary, treasurer, and such other officers they may decide to
13 elect, whose term shall expire upon the organization of the com-

-14 mittee next elected. At such meeting a ward or town committee
15 may add to its elected members; provided, that by so doing

il6 the total number of members shall not be made to exceed the
17 number determined under section nine. A city committee may
18 by vote at any meeting authorize the appointment of associate
19 members by any ward committee; and a town committee may
20 by vote appoint associate members. Associate members shall

A2l not have the right to vote but shall have such other powers and
22 duties as the ward or town committee may determine. In case
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23 there is a failure of election of a ward or town committee, the
24 city committee or the state committee, respectively, of the
25 political part}' which said ward or town committee represents
26 shall appoint from among the voters qualified therefor the mem-
-27 bers of such committee and shall call a meeting for its organiza-
-28 tion, in such call appointing a time for holding the same and
29 naming a person to preside thereat. If a ward committee or a
30 city or town committee fails to meet within the time prescribed
31 by this section and organize, the city committee or the state
32 committee, respectively, of the political party which such ward,,
33 city or town committee represents shall call a meeting for its
34 organization, in such call appointing a time for holding the same
35 and naming a person to preside thereat. In the event that a
36 ward or town committee fails to meet at the time appointed as
37 aforesaid and organize, the election of each of its members shall
38 be void and the same proceedings shall be had as is herein pro-
-39 vided in the case of a failure of election.


