
HOUSE . 1839

By Mr. Sears of Boston, petition of Richard E. McLaughlin (Registrar of
Motor Vehicles) and John W. Sears that said registrar be authorized to detain
motor vehicles operated after suspension or revocation of licenses. Highways and
Motor Vehicles.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven

An Act authorizing the registrar of motor vehicles to detain
MOTOR VEHICLES OPERATED AFTER SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF

LICENSES TO OPERATE MOTOR VEHICLES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding after section 228 thereof the following
3 section:—
4 Section 22C. In any case in which an officer authorized to
5 make arrests believes that he has arrested a person for
6 operating a motor vehicle after such person’s license to
7 operate motor vehicles or right to operate motor vehicles has
8 been suspended or revoked as provided in section twenty-one
9 of this chapter, he shall seize and take possession of such

10 motor vehicle, and shall give written notice to the registrar of
11 motor vehicles or to the person designated by the registrar to
12 receive such motor vehicles. The registrar shall forthwith give
13 written notice by certified mail to the person or persons in
14 whose name or names the said motor vehicle has been
15 registered and said notice shall state that the registrar has
16 custody of said vehicle and shall set forth the date, time,
17 place and circumstances under which the same came into
18 custody. Such notice shall also state the date, time and place
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at which a hearing wall be held at which the said owner or
owners may show cause why the certificate of registration for
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said vehicle should not be suspended. If, after said hearing,
the registrar or person appointed by him to hold such hearing
finds that the said illegal operation of the motor vehicle was
without the registrants’ express or implied consent, the
certificate of registration shall not be suspended on account of
such operation, the said motor vehicle shall be returned
forthwith to the person or persons in whose name it is
registered and the commonwealth shall bear the cost of the
proceedings. If after said hearing however, the registrar or
the person appointed by him finds that said illegal operation
was with the registrant’s express or implied consent, the
registrar shall suspend the certificate of registration for said
motor vehicle for a period of thirty days, and until payment
has been made to him of the costs of these proceedings which
costs will include reasonable storage charges and other actual
expenses incurred incident to the custody of said vehicle;
provided, however, that if the registrar is notified prior to or
during said period of suspension that a court of competent
jurisdiction has found the said operator not guilty of operat-
ing a motor vehicle after suspension or revocation of his
license to operate motor vehicles or right to operate motor
vehicles the registrar shall forthwith terminate the suspension
of the certificate of registration and return the said vehicle to
the person or persons in whose name or names it is registered
and the commonwealth shall pay the costs of these proceed-
ings.
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Section 2. The provisions of this act shall take effect on
January first, nineteen hundred and sixty-eight.
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