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By Mr. Navin of Marlborough, petition of Kevin H. White (Secretary of the
Commonwealth), John J. Navin and others that provision be made for the
delayed registration of a birth record. Legal Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

An Act providing for the delayed registration of a birth

RECORD.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as

follows:
1 Section 13A of chapter 46 of the General Laws as most

2 recently amended by section 3 of chapter 12 of the acts of
3 1965 is hereby amended by striking out said section 13A and
4 inserting in place thereof the following section
5 Section ISA. If it is claimed that a child was born in a city
6 or town in this commonwealth and the clerk or registrar of
7 such city or town has no record thereof, said clerk or registrar
8 may receive an affidavit, signed and sworn to by a parent of
9 such child, or, in his discretion, by some credible person or

10 persons having knowledge of the case, setting forth the facts
11 relating to such birth, in the manner provided by section one,
12 and documentary evidence substantiating such facts beyond
13 reasonable doubt. If said clerk or registrar is satisfied as to
14 the truth and accuracy of the statements in such affidavit and
15 the sufficiency of the evidence submitted therewith, he shall
16 make a record of such birth.
17 A person who is unable to furnish such an affidavit for the
18 establishment of his birth record may petition the clerk or
19 registrar of the city or town wherein it is claimed his birth
20 occurred for the recording of his birth. If the evidence
21 submitted by the petitioner is satisfactory to said clerk or
22 registrar as a basis for establishing such record, he shall
23 accept the same and record the birth. If, however, in the
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opinion of said clerk or registrar such evidence is not
satisfactory, he shall refuse in writing to record the birth.
Such person may then present a petition, together with such
written refusal and his evidence to establish the validity of
such record, to a judge of the probate court of the county in
which such city or town is located. Written notice shall be
given to said clerk or registrar of the time and place of the
hearing on such petition. After such hearing, if it is the
opinion of the court that such birth should be recorded, it
shall be so ordered. Upon receipt of such order from said
judge, said clerk or registrar shall establish therecord.
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