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By Mr. Navin of Marlborough, petition of Kevin H. White (Secretary of the
Commonwealth), John J. Navin and others for legislation to provide for the
return and registry of birth records. Legal Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

An Act providing for the return and registry of birth
RECORDS.

1 Section 1. Chapter 46 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 3, as most recently amended
3 by section 1 of chapter 22 of the acts of 1963, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following sections: —■

5 Section 3. Every physician or hospital medical officer
6 registered under section nine of chapter one hundred and
7 twelve, in this chapter called officer, shall keep a record of the
8 birth of every child in cases of which he was in charge,
9 showing the date, the place of birth, the sex, the color, the

10 weight, and the name, if any, of the child, the name, age and
11 birthplace of each parent, the occupation of the father, the
12 maiden name and residence, (including street and number if
13 any) of the mother, and the name of the physician or officer,
14 if any, attending the birth. However, if the child is illegiti-
-15 mate, the name of and other facts relating to the father shall
16 not be set forth except upon written request of both father
17 and mother, which request must be transmitted with the
18 report of such birth required by this chapter to be filed with
19 the clerk or registrar of the city or town wherein the birth
20 occurred. If an illegitimate child shall have become legitimate

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:
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by the intermarriage of his parents and the acknowledgement
of his father, as provided in section seven of chapter one
hundred and ninety, prior to the filing of such report with
said clerk or registrar, such report shall read, in all respects,
as if such child had been born in lawful wedlock.
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If a birth occurs in a hospital, or en route to a hospital, or,
if a birth occurs elsewhere and the mother and child are
admitted to a hospital for post-natal care immediately after
birth, said physician or officer shall, within twenty-four hours
after such birth or admittance, file with the administrator or
person in charge of such hospital, a report, on a form
prepared and furnished by the state secretary, stating the
facts required by this section to be shown on the record of
such birth.
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Section 3A. The administrator or person in charge of a
hospital shall be required to obtain within twenty-four hours
after a birth occurring therein or the admittance thereto of a
mother and child for post-natal care, the report required by
section three and, also, any written request of the nature
referred to in sections one and three relating to such birth.
Said administrator or person shall then forthwith make, or
cause to be made, a copy of such report on forms prepared
and furnished by the state secretary and shall, within ten
days after obtaining such report, file such copies, together
with any such written request, with the clerk or registrar of
the city or town wherein the birth occurred. Such copies shall
be signed by the mother attesting to the truth and accuracy
of the facts appearing in the report.
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Any administrator or person in charge of a hospital
violating any provision of this section shall be punished by a
fine of not more than twenty-five dollars.
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1 Section 2. Chapter 46 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 4 as appearing in the
3 Tercentenary Edition and inserting in place thereof the
4 following section:—
5 Section 4. The mother of a child who was born without a
6 physician or hospital medical officer in attendance shall,
7 within thirty days after the birth of such child, file a report of.
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such birth, signed and sworn to by her, setting forth the facts
required for record as provided in section one, with the clerk
or registrar of the city or town wherein such birth occurred.
Written evidence substantiating such facts shall be furnished
to said clerk or registrar. If he is satisfied as to the truth and
accuracy thereof, he shall make a record of such birth.
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Section 3. Section 4A of chapter 46 of the General Laws,
as most recently amended by chapter 15 of the acts of 1960, is
hereby amended by striking out said section 4A and inserting
in place thereof the following section:—
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Section I+A. Each city and town clerk upon receipt of the
return of a birth in his town shall determine that it is filled
out in accordance with the requirements of section three of
this chapter. If there are any deficiencies or omissions therein,
it shall be returned to the hospital administrator for correc-
tion or completion. If the return is complete, he shall record
it as required in section one of this chapter.
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The said town clerk, or registrar shall file daily with the
local board of health a list of all births reported to him,
showing, as to each, the date of birth, sex, color, birth weight,
family name, residence, and physician or officer in charge.
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Section 4. Section five of chapter forty-six of the General
Laws as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition is hereby
repealed.
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Section 5. This act shall take effect on January first,
nineteen hundred and sixty-eight.
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