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3LVE PROVIDING FOR AN INVESTIGATION AND STUDY BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
Public Health, the Department of Commerce and Development, the

Metropolitan District Commission, and the Central Massachusetts
Regional Planning District relative to the Collection and Disposal

Ri

of Sewage in Certain Municipalities in the County of Worcester.
Resolved, That the department of public health, the department of commerce

and development, the metropolitan district commission, and the Central Massa-
chusetts Regional Planning District, acting as a joint board, are hereby authorized
and directed to make an investigation and study relative to the collection, treat-
ment, and disposal, at a regional facility or otherwise, of sanitary sewage and
industrial waste originating in the city of Worcester and the towns of Auburn,
Boylston, Douglas, Grafton, Holden, Leicester, Millbury, Northbridge, Paxton,
Princeton, Rutland, Shrewsbury, Sutton, Uxbridge and West Boylston, and to
prepare estimates of the costs thereof.

• Said board shall have access to all plans, reports, and specifications of said city
and towns and of any person, corporation, or industry located therein relative to

average, sewage and industrial waste treatment and the disposal of the samial waste tn
For the purpose of this resolve the department of commerce and development is
.uthorized to employe such consultants and other assistants as may be necessary,

ad in conjunction with the Central Massachusetts Regional Planning District ism

.uthorized to apply for and receive any federal funds available under the urbaninzi

planning assistance program, and may expend such funds and any additional sums
as may be appropriated therefor.

Said consultants shall be designated by said board.
Said board shall report to the general court the results of its investigation and

study and its recommendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation neces-
sary to carry such recommendations into effect, by filing the same with the clerk
of the house of representatives on or before the first Wednesday of December,
nineteen hundred and sixty-six. Approved August 24, 1966.

Cfce Commontuealti) of Massachusetts

Chapter 102.
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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE JOINT BOARD TO INVESTI-
GATE AND STUDY THE COLLECTION AND DIS-
POSAL OF SEWERAGE IN CERTAIN MUNICIPALI-
TIES IN THE COUNTY OF WORCESTER.

December 7, 1966.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

Chapter 102 of the Resolves of 1966 directed the Department of
Public Health, the Department of Commerce and Development,
the Metropolitan District Commission, and the Central Massachu-
setts Regional Planning District Commission to join for the pur-
pose of acting as a joint board to make “an investigation and study
relative to the collection, treatment, at a regional facility or other-
wise, of sanitary sewerage, and industrial waste originating in the
city of Worcester and the towns of Auburn, Boylston, Douglas,
Grafton, Holden, Leicester, Millbury, Northbridge, Paxton, Prince-
ton, Rutland, Shrewsbury, Sutton, Uxbridge and West Boylston,
and to prepare estimates of the costs thereof.” The municipalities
generally constitute the Blackstone River basin in Massachusetts.

This basin is considered by the Federal Public Health Service to
be among the most contaminated watersheds in the nation. The
multiple problem of industrial and residential waste disposal, anti-
quated or inadequate disposal facilities and rapid suburban devel-
opment have combined to create a situation which requires im-
mediate and comprehensive attention on a regional basis. The
recommendations arising from regional studies will then enable the
municipalities and the Commonwealth to take actions to provide
better means for disposing of waste, thereby eliminating the dan-
gerous and disgraceful conditions in the area. This river basin
could become an asset to the area again in terms of recreation, water
supply and natural beauty.

C!ie Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts
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The joint board established by chapter 102 was provided with
twenty thousand dollars to conduct its studies to be matched with
forty thousand dollars of Federal Urban Planning Assistance funds.
The application for these funds is now pending.

A study program has been designed and all necessary steps have
been taken to set the stage for a detailed planning study as soon as
Federal aid is approved.

The major objective of the study program are outlined as follows:
1. To determine both the immediate and long-range sanitary

sewer services and treatment needs of the district for present and
future populations, soil and topographical considerations, and re-
gional land use patterns as indicated by regional planning proposals
and zoning regulations.

2. To determine the limits within the district which could be
economically served with sanitary sewers.

3. To evaluate the adequacy of the existing sewage treatment fa-
cilities for that part of the district which could be economically
served.

4. To consider alternative plans based upon the use of municipal,
regional, or sub-regional systems, or a combination of such systems,
including the use of existing systems, to meet both the immediate
and long-range needs.

5. To make generalized estimates of the cost of constructing the
major components of the alternative sewerage systems and re-
quired treatment works.

6. To compare the costs and the advantages and disadvantage
of the alternative sewerage systems.

7. To recommend a preferred plan, including a preliminary capi-
tal improvements program consisting of short-range construction
projects.

8. To recommend a long-range program for the unified or co-
ordinated operation of the preferred plan.

9. To recommend an administrative organization for carrying out
and maintaining the preferred plan.

It is expected that the study will require about two years to
complete.

Because of the pending Federal aid and the extensive nature of
the studies involved, we request continuation of our studies and
investigations for two more years to December, 1968, appropriate
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legislation to this effect is attached. We recommend your favorable
consideration.

Department of Commerce and Development

T. W. SCHULENBERG,
Commissioner

Department of Public Health.

Alfred L. Frechette, M.D.,
Commissioner$

Metropolitan District Commission

Howard Whittmore, Jr
Commit

Max Rosenblatt,
Acting Commissioner.

Central Massachusetts Regional Planning
District Commission.

Ralph W. Hager,
Chairman.

*

*
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In the Year One Thousand Nino Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

Resolve to extend the time for the report and to add to
THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE JOINT BOARD TO INVESTIGATE AND

STUDY THE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL OF SEWERAGE IN CERTAIN
MUNICIPALITIES IN THE COUNTY OF WORCESTER.

1 Resolved, That the joint board established by chapter one
2 hundred and two of the resolves of nineteen hundred and sixty-
-3 six is hereby authorized and directed to continue its investiga-
-4 tions and study of the collection and disposal of sewerage in
5 certain municipalities in the county of Worcester. Said joint
6 board shall report to the general court on or before the first
7 Wednesday of December, nineteen hundred and sixty-eight.
8 Said joint board shall include, in addition to the agencies men-
-9 tioned in chapter one hundred and two of the resolves of nine-

10 teen hundred and sixty-six, the water pollution control division
11 of the water resources commission.

Cl)c Commontoealtf) of e© assacinisetts


