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By Mr. Bulger of Boston, petition of Francis X. Bellotti for an investigation
by a special commission (including members of the General Court) relative to
a simplification of the Constitution with a view to improving the frame of state
government. ConstitutionalLaw.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven

Resolve providing for an investigation and study by a special

COMMISSION RELATIVE TO IMPROVING THE FRAME Of GOVERNMENT

BY AMENDMENT, REVISION OR SIMPLIFICATION Of THE CONSTITU-
TION OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

1 Resolved, That an unpaid special commission, to consist of
2 three members of the senate, to be designated by the president
3 thereof, live members of the house of representatives to be
4 designated by the speaker thereof, and twelve persons to be
5 appointed by the governor, is hereby established for the pur-
-6 pose of making an investigation and study relative to the need
7 for amendement, revision or simplification of the constitution
8 of the commonwealth. Of the persons to be appointed by the
9 governor, at least three shall hold or have held elective state,

10 county and municipal office respectively, at least one shall be
11 selected from a list furnished by the Massachusetts bar associ-
-12 ation, at least one from a list furnished by the Boston bar as-
-13 sociation and at least one shall be a professor of constitutional
14 law at an accredited law school.
15 In the course of its investigation and study, said commission
16 shall consider, but not be limited to, current and recent pro-
-17 posals for amendment to the constitution and shall prepare,
18 collect and distribute such materials relative to constitutional
19 problems and proposals for amendment as will in its opinion
20 contribute to citizen understanding of such matters. The tind-
-21 ings, recommendations, and other pertinent information and
22 materials of said commission shall be preserved and made avail-
-23 able to any popular constitutional convention called and held
24 to revise, alter or amend the constitution of the commonwealth.
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25 Said commission shall be provided with quarters in the state
26 house or elsewhere, may hold hearings, may travel within or
27 without the commonwealth and may expend for expenses and
28 for expert, legal, clerical and other assistance such sums as
29 may he appropriated therefor. Said commission shall report
30 from time to time to the general court the results of its in-
-31 vestigation and study and its recommendations, if any, to-
-32 gether with drafts of legislative proposals for amendment to
33 the constitution necessary to carry its recommendations into
34 effect by filing the same with the clerk of the senate. Said
35 commission shall tile its initial report not later than the fourth
36 Wednesday in March of nineteen hundred and sixty-eight and
37 a final report not later than the fourth Wednesday in March
38 of nineteen hundred and sixty-nine.
39 There is hereby appropriated for the use of the said com-
-40 mission the sum of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars,
41 of which one hundred thousand dollars shall be available for
42 legal and other studies and for preparing reports and recom-
-43 mendations and fifty thousand dollars for the preparation and
44 distribution of materials for citizen education.


