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By Mr. Morrissey of Boston, petition of Dorothy Kelleher Meehan and Gerald

J. Morrissey relative to permitting absentee voting in town, city and state pri-
maries. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

aN Act permitting absentee voting in town, city, and state
PRIMARIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 54 of the General Laws is hereby amended by strik-
-2 ing out section 86, as most recently amended by chapter 213
3 of the acts of 1961 and inserting in place thereof the following

Section 86. Any voter who during the hours that the polling
6 places are open on the day of a primary, preliminary or any
7 election is absent from the city or town where he is a voter by
8 reason of his employment in another community or for any
9 other- reason or who will be unable by reason of physical dis-aable by reason of physical dis-

>n at the polling place, may file10 ability to cast his vote in pe:

r an official absent voting ballot
provided, that a voter who is in a
nice shall not be entitled or per-

11 an application in w
12 with the city or town cler
13 penal institution under
il mitted to avail himself of th provisions of this and seventeen
15 following sections. Such applications or requests shall be
16 signed by the voter under the penalties of perjury and shall
17 contain the following information; his or her place of voting
18 residence, the address to which such ballot is to be mailed, the

reason for which such ballot is requested, and in the case of
20 an application or request for an official absent voting ballot
21 to be used in a primary, a statement of the party enrolment
22 of such voter as is shown on the voting list, or in the case of a

voter who is not enrolled in a political party or whose part
4 enrolment is not shown on the voting list, a statement declar-
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25 ing the political party in which he or she desires to be enrolled.
26 Nothing contained in this section shall deprive the voter, who,
27 during the hours that the polling places are open on the day of
28 a primary or any election, will be absent from the city or town
29 where he is a voter, for any reason, from filing such application
30 or request in person and from receiving such official absent
31 voting ballot by hand. Such voter may mark such ballot in the
32 presence of the city or town clerk, or a member of the regig-
-33 trars of voters, or an assistant registrar of voters, or a person
34 authorized by law to administer oaths located in the same mu-
-35 nicipality where such voter is registered to vote. Such absent
36 voting ballot may be delivered by hand to the city or town clerk
37 or a person designated by him to receive such ballots, provided
38 that such ballot has been properly sealed by said voter in the
39 absentee voting ballot envelopes. Such envelopes containing
40 absent voting ballots and delivered to the city or town clerk
41 in this manner shall be clearly marked “delivery by hand” by
42 the person receiving such ballot, and the voter shall affix his
43 signature thereto.
44 Absent voting ballots shall be marked as provided in the
45 general laws and the city or town clerk for the purpose of
46 carrying out the provisions of this section may designate a
47 polling place in his office and provide a voting booth where
48 voters may conveniently and secretly mark their absent vot-
-49 ing ballot.
50 Notwithstanding any contrary provisions of the general laws
51 an application or request for an official absent voting ballot
52 to be used in a primary shall be permitted within the time
53 allowed for filing applications or requests for any election.


