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By Mr. Dever of Arlington, petition of Allan R. Zenowitz and Edward J. Dever,
Jr., for legislation to provide for the protection of persons in state institutions in
the event of enemy attack. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

An Act to authorize the protection of persons in state in-
stitutions IN EVENT OF ENEMY ATTACK.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose which is to provide for continuity of govern-
-3 ment in the executive branch and for the protection of persons
4 in state insitutions, in event of enemy attack, therefore, it is
5 declared to be an emergency law, effective immediately, in the
6 interests of the public safety.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 639 of the acts of 1950, as amended, is hereby further
2 amended by inserting therein the following new section:
3 Section 20E. Any person committed to any state institution
4 by order or sentence of any court, or pursuant to any provision
5 of law, or any person receiving care at any state institution, is
6 hereby authorized to be removed from said institution to any
7 other similar institution or any other appropriate place, within
8 or without the commonwealth, upon order of the commissioner
9 or department head having jurisdiction over the institution con-

-10 cerned, or, if the commissioner or department head shall so
11 delegate, upon order of the head of the institution concerned,
12 in the event that enemy attack, or the effects thereof, or the
13 threat of enemy attack, or the anticipated effects thereof, as
14 declared by the governor by proclamation or otherwise, makes
15 such removal prudent, expedient or necessary to preserve or
16 protect the life or health of the persons so removed or persons
17 responsible for the custody or care of such person or to pre-
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18 serve or protect property of the commonwealth, provided, how-
-19 ever, that nothing contained herein shall be construed to au-
-20 thorize the discharge of any person committed to any state in-
-21 stitution by sentence or order of any court or pursuant to any
22 provision of law. Such removal may be continued until the
23 governor shall declare, by proclamation or otherwise, that it is
24 prudent, expedient or possible to return said person to the in-
-25 stitution from which removed or until the general court shall by
26 law make provision for the return or other disposition of said
27 person, whichever shall sooner occur. The governor, or any
28 commissioner or department head designated by him, is hereby
29 authorized to enter into agreements with officials of other
30 states or of the political subdivisions thereof, or with the ap-
-31 propriate officials of private institutions, providing for such re-
-32 moval of persons from institutions of the commonwealth, and
33 including provision for compensation to be paid by the com-
-34 monwealth for the care of such persons so removed but subject
35 to the appropriation of funds for such purpose.


