
HOUSE . 2363
By Mr. Quinn of Boston, petition of Edward J. Logue and Robert H. Quinn

for legislation to suspend the racial imbalance law as it applies to certain cities
until the State Board of Education has adopted a metropolitan plan for elimi-
nating racial imbalance in the public schools. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

An Act to suspend the imblance law as it applies to certain
CITIES UNTIL STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION HAS ADOPTED AN ENDUR-

ING METROPOLITAN PLAN FOR ELIMINATING RACIAL IMBALANCE IN
THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter six hundred and forty-one of the acts
2 of nineteen hundred and six-five is hereby temporarily sus-
-3 pended, as it applies to every city with a population at the
4 last preceding Federal decennial census of at least one hundred
5 and fifty thousand, which at any time after the effective date
6 of this act has one of more racially imbalanced schools within
7 the meaning of said chapter, until the board of education of
8 the commonwealth has adopted with respect to such city a plan
9 to eliminate such imbalance in such city on a basis which will

10 be both metropolitan and enduring. The term “metropolitan”
11 as used in this section shall mean that at least trvo thirds of
12 any pupils which such plan requires to be transported shall be
13 transported to such cities and towns other than the city of
14 their residence, as are within the same United States standard
15 metropolitan statistical area as their city of residence and
16 which said board determines to be well-suited for participation
17 in such plan. The term “enduring” as used in this section shall
18 mean that the board of education shall find as a fact at the time
19 it adopts such plan that there is a reasonable prospect that
20 such plan shall remain effective for accomplishing the pur-
-21 pose of said chapter six hundred and forty-one and this act
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22 for a period of at least five years. Provided, however, that no
23 child shall be transported where there is a written objection
24 by a parent of such child filed with the school committee of the
25 child's city of residence. Provided, further, that no such plan
26 shall provide for the transporting of other than non-white
27 children. And provided finally, that children who are trans-
-28 ported outside their city of residence shall not be assigned to
29 classrooms in such a manner as will create a proportion of
30 non-white pupils in any classroom exceeding ten per cent of
31 all of the pupils assigned to the classroom.

1 Section 2. The board of education shall within thirty days
2 of the effective date of this act require the school committee
3 of each city having at least the aforesaid population, in which
1 there exists one or more imbalanced schools, to furnish recom-
-5 mendations for such a plan. Notwithstanding any failure of
6 said committee to so furnish acceptable recommendations, the
7 board shall prepare and adopt such a plan within six months
8 after the effective date of this act. Notwithstanding the pro-
-9 visions of any general or special act said board shall have the

10 power to secure compliance with and ensure the effectiveness
11 of said plan by requiring all cities and towns within the P T nited
12 States standard metropolitan statistical area of a city for
13 which a plan is prepared under this act and which are desig-
-14 nated by said board to participate in such a plan, to take any
15 necessary or useful action to effectuate said plan, including,
16 without limiting the generality thereof, transporting arrange-
-17 ments, pupil assignments, school construction, and curriculum
18 revision.

1 Section 3. Upon the adoption of a plan pursuant to thisact,
2 and its certification to the goveronr, said chapter six hundred
3 and forty-one shall again apply to the city with respect to
4 which it was adopted, except that said plan shall constitute
5 an accepted plan to eliminate racial imbalance as referred to
6 in said chapter, and that the power and responsibility to modi-
-7 fy and amend the said plan from time to time shall be ex-
-8 ercised for said city by said board of education and not by the
9 school committee of said oitv.
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1 Section 4. The entire cost to any city or town of partici-
-2 pating in said plan, over and above normal school costs, as
3 determined by the commissioner of education, including the
4 financial assistance described in chapter five hundred and six
5 of the acts of nineteen hundred and sixty-six, shall be paid
6 to such city or town by the treasurer of the commonwealth
7 immediately subsequent to certification thereof by the com-
-8 missioner of education. For purposes of raising such portion
9 of such funds as pertain to capital costs, the treasurer is au-

-10 thorized to issue bonds, to be known as Massachusetts School
11 Imbalance Correction Bonds. For the purposes of paying such
12 portion of such funds as are required for non-capital costs, the
13 treasurer is authorized to draw from the General Fund as
14 provided for in funds appropriated for the purpose to the
15 board of education.




