
HOUSE . 2396
By Mrs. Newman of Cambridge, petition of Anthony P. Grosso and other

members of the House and another for an investigation by a special commission
(including members of the General Court) relative to the incidence and causes
of crime in the Commonwealth, the organization of various police departments
and the compensation of innocent victims of crime. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven

Resolve providing for an investigation and study by a special

COMMISSION TO INCIDENCE AND CAUSES OF CRIME IN THE COMMON-

WEALTH, ORGANIZATION OF VARIOUS POLICE DEPARTMENTS, AND
COMPENSATION OF INNOCENT VICTIMS OF CRIME.

1 Resolved, That an unpaid special commission to consist of
2 two members of the senate, five members of the house of repre-
-3 sentatives, the attorney general or his designee, the commis-
-4 sioner of public safety, metropolitan district commission,
5 correction, probation, the chairman of the parole board, the
6 chairman of youth service board, or their designees, a person
7 designated by the Massachusetts association of police chiefs,
8 and seven persons to be appointed by the governor, of whom
9 two shall have experience in police work at the municipal level,

10 and two shall have experience in police work at the state level,
11 is hereby established for the purpose of making an investiga-
-12 tion and study relative to incidence and causes of crime in the
13 commonwealth, organization of various police departments,
14 and compensation of innocent victims of crime. The governor
15 shall appoint one of the members as chairman.
16 The commission shall study the organization of the various
17 police departments with particular emphasis in the following-
-18 areas: (1) the recruitment and training methods used; (2)
19 the salaries and opportunities for advancement within the va-
-20 rious departments; and (3) the best methods for making police
21 work more attractive.
22 The commission shall, in the course of its investigation and
23 study, investigate the methods for prevention and detection of
24 crime, the safeguards of the public, the deterrent and correction-
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25 al aspects of sentencing including the existence and use of the
26 death penalty, correctional and rehabilitation methods in state
27 and county institutions, effectiveness of parole and probation
28 procedures, and coordination among law enforcement agencies.
29 The commission shall investigate and propose methods of
30 compensation for innocent victims of crime.
31 The commission shall hire an executive director at a salary
32 of sixteen thousand dollars.
33 Said commission may expend such sums as may be appro-
-34 priated therefor, including funds received by the treasurer of
35 the commonwealth from the federal government for the pur-
-36 poses of this resolve. Said commission may enter into con-
-37 tracts for office space, and shall expend such sums as may
38 be necessary to employ clerical and other assistants to carry
39 out this resolve. Said commission may travel within or without
40 the commonwealth and may require by summons the attend-
-41 ance and testimony of witnesses and the production of books,
42 records, and papers. Said commission may conduct public or
43 private hearings.
44 Said commission shall report to the general court the results
45 of its investigation and study, and its recommendations, if
46 any, together with drafts of legislation necessary to carry such
47 recommendations into effect, by tiling the same with the clerk
48 of the house of representatives on or before the last Wednes-
-49 day of December, nineteen hundred and sixty-seven.


