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By Mr. Daly of Boston, petition of Michael J. Daly and another for adoption
of resolutions by the General Court memorializing Congress to require television
and radio stations to provide free time to political candidates.Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

Resolutions memorializing the congress of the united states
to require television and radio stations to provide “free
time” to candidates.

1 Whereas, Expenditures for election campaigns for state-
-2 wide and federal office in the various states has consistently
3 risen to ever higher levels; and
4 Whereas, A substantial portion of such cost has been
5 incurred in the use of television and radio time; and
6 Whereas, The use of television and radio communications
7 media is one of the most effective methods of projecting a
8 candidate's qualifications and programs to the public; and
9 Whereas, The public has a critical interest in being fully

10 informed on the qualifications and programs of candidates for
11 important public offices; and
12 Whereas, The unavailability of funds to a candidate for
13 adequate television and radio broadcasting may be detri-
-14 mental to the public as well as to the candidate; and
15 Whereas, Congress has preempted the fields of television
16 and radio communications; now, therefore, be it
17 Resolved, That the Congress of the United States enact
18 legislation requiring the various radio and television stations
19 operating under the jurisdiction of the Federal Communica-
-20 tions Act, as a condition of obtaining or maintaining a right
21 to operate as such, to provide during the period of three
22 months prior to a final election for state-wide or federal office,
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23 a specified number of hours of so-called “free time” on a fair
24 and impartial basis to candidates for such offices in the
25 respective states in which they broadcast and in which such
26 candidates are seeking offices or in the alternative, to enact
27 enabling legislation authorizing the states, within limitations
28 prescribed by Congress, to accomplish the objectives stated
29 hereinabove.


