
HOUSE . 2786
By Mr. O’Connor of Boston, petition of the Retirement Law Commission and

David J. O’Connor for clarifying the provisions of the law providing for a cost-
of-living increase in pensions, retirement allowances and annuities payable to
certain retired public employees. Pensions and Old Age Assistance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven

An Act clarifying an act providing for cost-of-living in-

creases IN PENSIONS, RETIREMENT ALLOWANCES AND ANNUITIES

PAYABLE TO CERTAIN RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF THE COMMONWEALTH
AND ITS POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and. hy the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter G(5l of the acts of 1966 is hereby am-
-2 ended by striking out said section 1 and inserting in place
3 thereof the following new section :

4 Section 1. The annual amount of every pension, retirement
5 allowance, or annuity payable under any general or special law
6 to any former employee of the commonwealth or of any county,
7 city, town, district, housing or redevelopment authority, in-
-8 eluding teachers, or to the widow of other beneficiary of such
9 employee, except as hereinafter provided, shall be adjusted by

10 such amount as is necessary to bring the amount of such pen-
-11 sion, retirement allowance or annuity up to an amount equal
12 to the original amount of such pension, retirement allowance
13 or annuity, plus the amount by which such pension, retirement
14 allowance or annuity would have been increased had an adjust-
-15 ment been made in such pension, retirement allowance or an-
-16 nuity in accordance with the increase in the cost of living as
17 shown by the United States Consumer Price Index, from the
18 average index for the year in which such former employee in-
-19 eluding teachers had been retired or the year in which any
20 other pension, retirement allowance or annuity became effec-
-21 tive, to the average index as shown for the year nineteen hun-
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22 dred and sixty-five. Any adjustment necessary under the pro-
23 visions of this section shall be made as follows: one third of
24 such adjustment shall be added as of January first, nineteen
25 hundred and sixty-seven, one third shall be added as of Janu-
-26 ary first, nineteen hundred and sixty-eight and one third shall
27 be added as of January first, nineteen hundred and sixty-nine.
28 Any additional payment necessary under the provisions of this
29 section shall become due and payable on December thirty-first
30 of each such year and shall be paid only to such living former
31 employees, including teachers, or such widow or other benefi-
-32 ciary as had received their full regular pension, retirement
33 allowance or annuity payment for the month of November in
34 each such year. No adjustment under this section shall be
35 made in the case of any such former employee, including teach-
-36 ers, widow or other beneficiary receiving a pension, retirement
37 allowance, or annuity which is in excess of five thousand dol-
-38 lars and no adjustment under this section shall be made which
39 will make the total annual amount of any pension, retirement
40 allowance, or annuity, exclusive of any amount of additional
41 annuity obtained by special purchase as provided under para-
-42 graph ( g ) of subdivision (1) of section twenty-two of chapter
43 thirty-two of the General Laws, or under any similar law,
44 exceed five thousand dollars or in the case of any pension, re-
-45 tirement allowance or annuity which became effective subse-
-46 quent to December thirty-first, nineteen hundred and sixty-
-47 four, nor shall any such adjustment be made in any survivors
48 allowance being paid under the provisions of section twelve B
49 of chapter thirty-two of the General Laws. In the event the
50 amount currently being paid to any former employee, includ-
-51 ing teachers, or to a widow or other beneficiary, as heretofore
52 described in this section, exceeds the sum of the original
53 amount of his pension, retirement allowance or annuity plus
54 the amount of any adjustment as provided in this section, no
55 adjustment shall be made in the amount of such pension, re-
-56 tirement allowance or annuity.
57 The life actuary in the division of insurance shall determine
58 the percentum to be used in making such adjustments as may
59 be required by this section. Any pension, retirement allow-
-60 ance or annuity as increased by the adjustment provided for
61 in this section is hereby established as the fixed pension, retire-
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62 ment allowance or annuity as of December thirty-first, nineteen
63 hundred and sixty-nine and beginning January first, nineteen
64 hundred and seventy it shall be the pension, retirement allow-
-65 ance or annuity due and payable monthly on the last day of
66 each month during the continuance of such pension, retirement
67 allowance or annuity as the case may be.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 661 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 2 and inserting in place thereof the fol-
-3 lowing new section :

4 Section 2. In the month of January, nineteen hundred and
5 seventy, the life actuary in the division of insurance shall de-
-6 termine the percentum change in the cost of living as shown
7 by comparing the average of the United States Consumer Price
8 Index for the year nineteen hundred and sixty-nine with the
9 average as shown in such index for the year nineteen hundred

10 and sixty-five and in the event such comparison indicates an
11 increase in the cost of living in excess of three percentum, the
12 annual amount of every pension, retirement allowance or an-
-13 unity payable under any general or special law to any former
14 employee of the commonwealth or of any county, city, town,
15 district, housing or redevelopment authority, including teach-
-16 ers, or to the widow or other beneficiary of such employee,
17 except as hereinafter provided, shall be increased by an amount
18 which shall be determined by applying such percentum increase
19 to the amount of each such pension, retirement allowance or
20 annuity payable as of December thirty-first, nineteen hundred
21 and sixty-nine. Any additional payment necessary under the
22 provisions of this section shall become due and payable on De-
-23 cember thirty-first, nineteen hundred and seventy and shall be
24 paid only to such living former employees, including teachers,
25 widows or other beneficiary as had received their full regular
26 pension, retirement allowance or annuity payment for the
27 month of November, nineteen hundred and seventy. No adjust-
-28 ment under this section shall be made in the case of any such
29 employee, including teachers, widow or other beneficiary re-
-30 ceiving a pension, retirement allowance or annuity in excess
31 of five thousand dollars, nor shall any adjustment be made
32 which will make the amount of any pension, retirement allow-
-33 ance, or annuitv, exclusive of any amount ofadditional annuity
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it obtained by special purchase as provided under paragraph (g)
35 of subdivision (1) of section twenty-two of chapter thirty-two

36 of the General Laws or under similar law, exceed five thon-
-37 sand dollars, nor shall any such adjustment be made in any
38 survivors allowance being paid under the provisions of section
39 twelve B of chapter thirty-two of the General Laws.

1 Section 3. Section 102 of the General Laws, as inserted
2 by chapter 661 of the acts of 1966 is hereby amended by strik-
-3 ing out said section and by inserting in place thereof the fob
1 lowing new section :

5 Section 102. The life actuary in the division of insurance
6 beginning in the year nineteen hundred and seventy-one, shall
7 annually in the month of January determine the percentum
8 change in the cost of living for the previous year as shown by
9 the United States Consumer Price Index for such year as com-

10 pared with the average as shown by such index for the year
11 nineteen hundred and sixty-nine or the last previous year which
12 was the basis for an adjustment as provided herein, and when-
-13 ever such determination indicates an upward or downward
14 change of at least three percentum, a corresponding adjust-
-15 ment upward or downward shall be made in the amount of
16 every pension, retirement allowance or annuity payable under
17 any general or special law, except section twelve B of chapter
18 thirty-two, to any former employee of the commonwealth or
19 of any county, city, town, district, housing or redevelopment
20 authority, including teachers, or to the widow or other bene-
-21 ficiary of any such employee provided that no decrease shall
22 be made which would reduce any pension, retirement allow-
-23 ance or annuity to an amount lesser than the original amount
24 of such pension, retirement allowance or annuity nor shall
25 any decrease be made which would reduce the amount of any
26 pension, retirement allowance or annuity’ to an amount lesser
27 than the amount fixed for such pension, retirement allowance
28 or annuity as of December thirty-first, nineteen hundred and
29 sixtyr-nine. Any payment necessary under the provisions of this
30 section shall become due and payable on December thirty-first
31 of each year and shall be paid only’ to such living former em-
-32 ployrees, including teachers, or widow, or other beneficiary, as
33 had received their full regular pension, retirement allowance
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34 or annuity payment for the month of November in such year.
35 The provisions of this section shall not apply in any case where
36 the amount of any pension, retirement allowance or annuity,
37 exclusive of any amount of additional annuity obtained by
38 special purchase as provided under paragraph (g) of subdi-
-39 vision (1) of section twenty-two of chapter thirty-two of the
40 General Laws, or under any similar law, payable to a former
41 employee, including teachers, widow, or other beneficiary, is
42 in excess of five thousand dollars.








