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By Mr. Mann of Hanson, petition of Richard D. Hoyer for legislation relativ
to the filling of vacancies in town offices. Towns.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Sev

An Act relative to tub filling of vacancies in town offices.

1 Section 1. Chapter 41 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 10, as appearing in chapter 201
3 of the acts of 1954, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section:
5 Section 10. If there is a failure at an election to choose a
6 town officer, except a selectman, a member of the board of
7 assessors, a member of the planning board, a member of the
8 school committee or a member of the board of health, or ifm
9 person chosen shall not accept such office, or if a vacancy shall

10 occur, the town may at any meeting elect a person to such office.
11 If, at an election of town officers for which official ballots are
12 used, there is a failure to elect a town officer, he may be elected
13 at an adjourned or succeeding meeting; and ballots shall be
14 prepared and furnished for such meeting, containing the nomina-
-15 tions already made and such as may subsequently be made for
16 the office.
17 The proceedings in such election and the qualifications of a
18 person to be elected or appointed in case of failure to elect, re-
'l9 fusal to accept or vacancy shall be the same as in an original
20 election.
21 If there is a failure to elect or a vacancy occurs in the office
22 of selectman, assessor, planning board member, school com-
-23 mitteeman, or health board member, the selectmen or remain-
-24 ing selectmen or selectman may call a special election to fill the
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25 vacancy and shall call such election upon the request in writing
26 of two hundred registered voters of the town, or twenty per cent
27 of the total number of registered voters of the town, whichever
28 number is the lesser; provided, that such request is filed with
29 them or him not less than one hundred days prior to the date of
30 the next annual election and that no special election may be
31 called to take place later than ninety days before the date of
32 the next annual election.

1 Section 2. If there is a failure to elect, or if a vacancy occurs
2 in any town office, other than the offices of selectmen, towrj
3 clerk, treasurer, collector of taxes, auditor, planning board
4 members, school committeemen or health board members, the
5 selectmen shall in writing appoint a person to fill such vacancy.
6 If there is a vacancy in a board consisting of two or more mem-
-7 bers, except a board comprised of members hereinbefore in this
8 section mentioned, and a board whose members have been
9 elected by proportional representation under chapter fifty-

-10 four A, the remaining member or members of such board shall,
11 after one week’s notice, fill such vacancy by ballot. A majority
12 of the ballots of the officers entitled to vote shall be necessary
13 to such election. The person so appointed or elected shall per-
-14 form the duties of the office until the next annual meeting or
15 until another is qualified.


