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By Mr. Cole of Lexington, petition of Robert A. Bowyer that cities and towns

be authorized to amend their zoning ordinances or by-laws to create planned
development zoning districts. Mercantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven

*
An Act authorizing cities and towns to amend their zoning

ORDINANCE OR BY-LAW TO CREATE PLANNED DEVELOPMENT ZONING
DISTRICTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
folloios:

1 Chapter 40A of the General Laws is hereby amended by in-
-2 serting after section 2 the following section: ■—

3 Section 2A. For any or all of the purposes of a zoning ordi-
-4 nance or by-law, as set forth in section two, a city or town may
5 amend such zoning ordinance or by-law to create planned de-
-6 velopment districts subject to the provisions of this section.
7 A planned development district shall be a zoning district
8 whose boundaries are coincident with a large tract of land
9 which is to be designed, developed, and managed under sin-

a period of years. The regula-
district: (4) shall be applica-
(2) may refer to and be con-

a specific site plan or develop-

10 gle ownership or control over
11 tions and provisions of such
12 hie to one such tract of land
13 tingent upon the execution of
14 ment plan of the owner, (3) need not be set forth in the text
15 of the zoning ordinance or by-law prior to amendment to the
16 zoning map, and may be drafted at the time of preliminary

jM.7 review by city or town officials, and (4) may refer to and be
’lB contingent upon the execution of agreements, contracts, deed

19 restrictions, sureties, or other such instruments
20 The powers granted herein may be exercised by any city or
21 town which first amends the text of its zoning ordinance or

-02 by-law to include a provision that: (1) refers to this section
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23 of this chapter, (2) specifies a minimum land area for such
24 districts, (3) includes a statement of the intent or objectives
25 of such provision, (4) sets forth general standards for the in-
-26 tensity of development, a minimum percentage of open space,
27 and if a predominantly residential development, a maximum
28 density of population, (5) sets forth findings of fact which
29 must he made by the city council or town meeting, and the
30 planning board of the city or town, (6) sets forth procedures
31 pertaining to petition for amendment, and hearing on and
32 approval of such planned development or stages thereof, an<^33 (7)designates an agency, or official, of the city or town to
34 administer the provision and exercise other powers as the
35 city council or town meeting may prescribe; provided that
36 prior to the consideration of any petition for a planned devel-
-37 opment district under such provision of such text, the planning
38 board of such city or town shall have adopted a master plan,
39 as defined in section eighty-one D of chapter forty-one In no
40 case shall a zoning ordinance or by-law be amended to create
41 a planned development district unless such district has at leash
42 two acres of land.
43 The substantive provisions of the text of a zoning ordinance
44 or by-law for each planned development district created in ac-
-45 cordance with this section shall include at least the follow-
-46 ing:— (1) the uses permitted, (2) the maximum intensity of
47 development of buildings and structures, (3) the maximum
48 height of buildings and structures, (4) minimum standards
49 of open space in the district, and such provisions may also in-
-50 elude other standards, such as, but not limited to: off-street
51 parking and loading, open space, elements of landscape design
52 and development signs and illumination, screening, buffer
53 strips, performance standards to abate the nuisance charac-
-54 teristics of uses, automotive and pedestrian circulation systems,
55 and utility systems.
56 In addition to the procedures and requirements for amend,
57 ments set forth in sections six and seven of this chapter, a pro-"
58 vision of a zoning ordinance or by-law adopted in accordance
59 with this section: (1) may provide for revieAV, administration
60 and public hearings, both prior to petition for amendment to
61 create a planned development district, such as for review and
62 approval of a preliminary development plan, and subsequent
63 to adoption of such amendment, to insure the execution of the
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61 development in stages, to permit minor modification of a de-
-65 velopment plan, or to permit approval of definitive plans which
66 carry out the development plan, (2) may designate certain
67 agencies, or officials of the city or town, such as the planning
68 hoard, to review the development plan, administer the provi-
-69 sions of the zoning ordinance or by-law, and to permit minor
70 modifications of the development plan; however, no such minor
71 modification shall have the effect of amending the provisions
72 of the zoning ordinance or by-law; and (3) in the case of non-
-73 execution of the development plan may provide for the revo-
-71 cation of the action of the city council or town meeting in
75 amending the zoning ordinance or by-law, and the restoration
76 of the affected land area to its prior zoning status.
77 The petitioner for an amendment to create a planned de-
-78 velopment district shall accompany his petition with a develop-
-79 ment plan which shall include at least the following: (1) a
80 narrative statement of development objectives and design in-
-81 tent, (2) a general site plan including at least: land uses,
82 buildings and structures, automotive circulation, open spaces,
83 and utilities, (3) a development schedule, and (4) legal docu-
-84 mentation including, but not limited to agreements, contracts,
85 deed restrictions, sureties and other instruments to execute
86 the development, and an instrument binding himself and suc-
-87 cessors in title to abide by commitments made in relation to
88 such development plan for a stated period of years. Such de-
-89 velopment plan shall be in such form and shall contain such
90 additional information as the city council, or town meeting,
91 or their agent may require.




