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Executive Department,
State House, Boston, May 22, 1967

To the Honorable Senate and House oj Representatives:

When a large metropolitan area in a vigorous and dynamic state
experiences continued development and vitality, certain growing-
pains are inevitable. So it is with Boston and with Logan Air-
port, which has steadily developed and expanded along with the city
around it. At the same time, the Air National Guard organization
at Logan has also come to feel the need for greater space and more
modern facilities.

Relocation of the Logan Base has been under consideration for
many years, and both the Air Force and the National Guard Bureau
strongly recommend, in the interest both of air safety and improved
training, that the facility be transferred to Otis Air Force Base on
Cape Cod.

The great amount of commercial air traffic at Logan International
Airport is restricted and is also hampered by military air operations.
The parking ramp at Logan is dangerously congested, even for our
small fighters; and the assignment of larger aircraft to the Massa-
chusetts Air National Guard has started and is scheduled to be
increased in the future. Movement of the Base to Otis will provide
our Air Guardsmen with many forms of Air Force support not
readily available at Logan; a National Guard Base at Otis can
support any type of aircraft and will enhance our opportunities for
obtaining newer and larger types. Furthermore, such a Base, im-
mediately adjacent to Camp Edwards, will facilitate the training of
our Air Guard in tactical fighter support of our Army Guard in joint
exercises, and is consistent with the plans of our military establish-
ment to improve the facilities and utilization of Otis Air Force Base
and Camp Edwards as a joint training site for the National Guard
and Reserve units of the New England States.
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The relocation has the additional advantage of reduced construc-
tion costs and, in fact, will impose no new operational burden at all
on Massachusetts taxpayers, the costs of transfer being minimal.
This feature of the proposed legislation is especially important since
federal funds are not available for the relocation. The attached bill
authorizes the Armory Commission, with approval of the Governor,
to sell the Air National Guard Base at Logan International Airport,
at a price not less than its appraised value and consistent with the
estimated cost of constructing a replacement facility at Otis Air
Force Base at Cape Cod. The Armory Commission would be au-
thorized to expend the proceeds to build the new base and to utilize
part of the Irvington Street Armory Fund for the necessary ap-
praisals and cost studies.

At the request of the Armory Commission, composed of the
Adjutant General, the Commanding General of the 26th Infantry
Division and the State Quartermaster, I am submitting the attached
legislation which I support and endorse as Governor and Com-
mander-in-Chief. I urge Your Honorable Bodies to give it your
prompt approval.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. VOLTE,
Governor of the Commonwealth.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven

An Act enabling the Massachusetts armory commission to
RELOCATE THE AIR NATIONAL GUARD FACILITY AT LOGAN AIRPORT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House oj Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
jallows:

Section 1. The armory commission, with the approval of
the governor, shall have authority to sell at public auction or
negotiated sale all the land and buildings owned or used by
the military division of the commonwealth at Logan Inter-
national Airport in Boston, hereinafter known as the air base,
at a price not less than the appraised value thereof and
consistent with the estimated cost, as determined by the
armory commission, of constructing replacement facilities to
accommodate the Air National Guard organizations and
units, aircraft and equipment, military and civilian personnel
who are or may be assigned or employed at said air base.
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Section 2. Prior to the making of any agreement for the
sale of said air base, the armory commission shall employ two
independent appraisers, to be approved by the governor, to
determine the fair value of the air base, and shall forward the
certified reports of such appraisers to the governor; and shall
also employ such professional personnel as it deems necessary
for the purpose of making legal and engineering studies, site
surveys, designs and estimates related to the cost of con-
structing replacement facilities for the air base. For such
purposes, the armory commission may expend funds received
as a result of the taking of the Irvington Street Armory in
accordance with chapter seven hundred and seventeen of the
Acts of nineteen hundred and sixty-two; provided, however,
that the purchaser or purchasers of the air base shall, as a
part of the purchase price, reimburse the commonwealth for
the cost of appraisals required by this section.
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1 Section 3. The funds received by the armory commission
2 as the result of the sale hereinabove authorized shall be
3 placed in a special fund known as the Air Base Replacement
4 Fund. The armory commission shall have full authority to
5 expend the Air Base Replacement Fund for the purchase-
-6 taking or other acquisition of land and buildings, and for the
7 construction of new buildings, ramps, runways and other
8 facilities on such land or other land owned by the military
9 division or the military reservation commission of the com-

-10 monwealth; and for the equipment of such buildings and
11 facilities as may be deemed necessary by the armory coramis-
-12 sion for the proper accommodation, training, operation and
13 administration of the Air National Guard organizations of
14 Massachusetts. Expenditures from the Air Base Replacement
15 Fund may be made in conjunction with such federal funds as
16 may be available. For the foregoing purposes the armory
17 commission may expend from the Air Base Replacement
18 Fund such sums as may be necessary to employ or contract
19 for the services of architects, engineers, attorneys, clerks of
20 the works, clerical personnel and other consultants, and for
21 tests, borings, surveys, estimates, appraisals and other activi-
-22 ties incidental to the sale or purchase of land and buildings,
23 and the construction of buildings, ramps and other facilities
24 of an Air National Guard Base.

1 Section 4. The agreement of sale between the armory
2 commission and the purchaser or purchasers of the Air Base
3 may provide for the payment of the purchase price into the
4 Air Base Replacement Fund, in installments. Such agreement
5 shall provide that title to the air base shall not pass to the
6 purchaser or purchasers, and that the purchaser or purchasers
7 thereof shall have no occupancy, right of entry or use of the
8 premises until the armory commission shall have certified
9 that all organizations and personnel located at the air base

10 have been relocated in replacement facilities and that there is

11 no further military requirement for such air base or any

12 portion thereof.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


