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Executive Department,
State House, Boston, July 25, 1967.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

The orderly development of the physical, economic and human
resources of the Commonwealth is a vital function of state govern-
ment. The promotion of such development with the greatest
efficiency and economy was facilitated greatly in 1955 by the
enactment of Chapter 408 of the General Laws. This chapter,
commonly called the regional planning law, authorized cities and
towns to associate themselves in districts for planning purposes. Six
such districts, which include 171 municipalities with a population
of over two million persons, have been formed.

In addition, a number of regional planning bodies have been
formed pursuant to other provisions of our general and special
laws. This group presently includes five regional planning districts
among which is the Metropolitan Area Planning Council. These
five districts contain a total of 161 municipalities wdth a population
of over three million persons.

Most of the eleven regional planning districts presently receive
federal funds under the 701 Program of the United States Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development. This agency provides
two dollars in matching funds for every dollar appropriated by the
municipalities in each district for conducting studies of their
resources and needs and preparing comprehensive development
plans on the basis of such studies.

Another source of future federal support for regional planning in
the Commonwealth is provided by the Public Works and Economic
Development Act of 1965. This act authorizes the United States
Secretary of Commerce to designate, with the concurrence of the
state involved, appropriate economic development districts. I am
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informed that at least two regions within the Commonwealth,
namely Northeastern and Southeastern Massachusetts, could
qualify and be designated as economic development districts. Upon
qualification of such a district, the federal government will fund up
to seventy-five percent of its total costs. The district initially would
prepare an overall economic development program for the area
within its jurisdiction. Upon approval of this program the district
will be formally designated an Economic Development District,
thus making additional benefits available to the District’s Develop-
ment Center as well as to any Redevelopment Areas within
boundaries.

Before the Commonwealth will be able to make full use of
federal funds under both of the programs mentioned above, some
realignment of our regional planning districts will be necessary.
During the latter part of 1966, President Johnson directed that
duplication among federally-assisted comprehensive planning and
development programs be eliminated. Accordingly, those officials

,

from the Departments of Commerce and Housing and Urban
Development responsible for administration of the above two
federal-aid programs have communicated their requirements for
planning district realignment to state, regional and local officials in
the Commonwealth. As a result the attached legislation was
prepared to meet these requirements by the Department of Com-
merce and Development, in consultation with its Advisory Com-
mittee on Planning, regional planning directors and representatives
of the cities and towns of Northeastern and Southeastern Massa-
chusetts. Unless this or substantively identical legislation is
enacted, we will be unable to qualify any economic development
districts in the Commonwealth for the substantial benefits in-
volved.

The attached legislation would permit the Commissioner of
Commerce and Development to establish Regional Planning and
Economic Development Districts (RPED Districts) in
areas (1) if the United States Secretary of Commerce determines
such an area would be eligible for designation as an economic
development district or (2) if a previously established regional
planning district, such as one established under Chapter 408,
requests the establishment of such an RPED District. Upon the||
establishment of an RPED District, all cities and towns within the
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boundaries of that district would become members thereof. Discre-
tion would remain in the Commissioner, however, to add or remove
municipalities from the district after consultation with their execu-
tive bodies.

If the boundaries of an RPED District include a majority of
the municipalities within a regional planning district established
under Chapter 408 of the General Laws, the establishment of
the RPED District would immediately dissolve the regional plan-
ning district. If a regional planning district established pursuant

any law other than Chapter 408 requests to be dissolved and
incorporated into an RPED District, the Commissioner of Com-
merce and Development may concur and take the required action
to accomplish this. No dissolution by the Commissioner of a “non-
Chapter 40B” district can take place, however, except at the
district’s request.

The work of an RPED District would be administered by a
Regional Planning and Economic Development Commission, con-
sisting of the Mayor of each included city, the Chairman of the
Board of Selectmen of each included town, and the Chairman of
the Planning Board of each such city or town, or their respective
designees. The proposed measure also provides for a 21 member
advisory committee to the Commission, nine members being
appointed by the Commissioner of Commerce and Development
with the approval of the Governor, and twelve by the Commis-
sion.

The attached legislation, designated Appendix A, would provide
for the establishment of RPED districts and permit the realign-
ment of present regional planning agencies.

The cost of an RPED District would be borne in part by the
Federal government, as is the case with our other regional planning
agencies. In order to encourage local participation in such long-
range planning activities, we also propose that the Commonwealth

Intake over the major non-federal share of costs of all our regional
planning or economic development agencies. The state share, in
general, would not exceed seventy-five per cent of the total annual
expenditures, exclusive of federal funds, by any such agency, or
1100,000, whichever is the lesser amount. The attached legislation,
Appendix B, would accomplish this purpose.
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The attached legislation is necessary to maximize federal funding
of the Commonwealth’s regional planning and economic develop-
ment activities. It was prepared with the advice of the Federal
agencies involved, as well as with a steering committee of our own
state, regional and local officials, and it has their approval.

I respectfully submit these measures for your earliest possible
approval. Its enactment will allow us to continue to develop the
resources of the Commonwealth for the benefit of all our people.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. VOLPE,
Governor oj the Commonwealth
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty

An Act to provide for the establishment of regional plan-

ning AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DISTRICTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

2 insert the following new section :■—■

3 Section 10. 1. The commissioner of the department of
4 commerce and development, hereinafter referred to as com-
-5 missioner, may establish from time to time regional planning
6 and economic development districts in appropriate areas of
7 the commonwealth either (a) in the case of a determination
8 by the United States Secretary of Commerce that any such
9 area of the commonwealth is eligible for designation as an

10 economic development district in accordance with the provi-
-11 sions of Public Law 89-136, The Public Works and Economic
12 Development Act of 1965, or (6) in the case of a request for
13 the establishment of a regional planning and economic de-
-14 velopment district by any previously established regional
15 planning district. Each such regional planning and economic
16 development district shall consist of two or more cities and
17 towns and the boundaries thereof shall be coterminous with
18 the area enclosed by the boundaries of the cities and towns
19 which comprise such district. Each regional planning and
20 economic development district shall constitute a public body
21 politic and corporate.
22 Upon the designation of a regional planning and economic
23 development district by the commissioner, all cities and
24 towns within the boundaries of each district shall become
25 members of the district. The commissioner may from time to

1 Chapter 408 of the general laws is hereby amended to

Appendix A.
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time review the boundaries of each district so established and
if he deems it in the best interest of the district, he may with
the approval of a majority of the members of the regional
planning and economic development commission include
additional cities and towns, or he may delete cities and towns
from said district; provided, however, that prior to such
increase or decrease in the membership of a district, the
commissioner shall consult with the mayor of such city or the
selectmen of such town to be added to or deleted from such
district.

26
27

28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

A city or town may, after it has been a member of a
regional planning and economic development district for a
period of not less than five consecutive calendar years,
terminate its membership in said district by a two-thirds vote
of the city council or town meeting of said city or town in
favor of terminating such membership. Said termination shall
become effective at the end of the calendar year within which
said termination is voted.

36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43

If the district boundary of any district established in
accordance with this section shall include a majority of the
cities and towns organized as a regional planning district in
accordance with chapter forty B of the General Laws, said
regional planning district shall be dissolved immediately
upon the organization of the district established in accor-
dance with this section; provided, however, that the commis-
sioner may authorize the continued existence of such a
regional planning district for an additional period of time not
to exceed one year.

44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53

In the case of any other regional planning district, plan-
ning and economic development commission, development
and industrial commission or economic development and
industrial commission consisting of twm or more municipal-
ities established pursuant to chapter forty B or of any other
provisions of general or special laws, and not withstanding
these or any other provisions of general or special law said
district may from time to time by a majority vote of the
district governing body recommend to the commissioner that
said previously established district or commission shall be
dissolved for the purpose either of establishing in place
thereof a regional planning and economic development dis-

54
bb

56
o/

58

59

60
61
62
63
64
65
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66 trict in accordance with this section or of merging with a
67 previously established regional planning and economic de-
-68 velopment district, and if the commissioner concurs in said
69 recommendations, he shall simultaneously dissolve said exist-
-70 ing district and establish or expand by merger said successor
71 district.
72 When any district is dissolved and a successor district is
73 established in accordance with the provisions of this section,
74 the jurisdiction and responsibility of the dissolved district
75 shall be transferred to the district and commission established
76 in accordance with this section and all records, reports,
77 studies, documents, plans and property including all assets
78 and liabilities of said district or commission shall be trans-
-79 ferred forthwith to the custody, control and responsibility of
80 the regional planning and economic development commis-
-81 sion. Upon the effective date of any dissolution, all salaried
82 personnel employed on a full time basis by the district or
83 commission so dissolved shall be transferred over to the
84 regional planning and economic development district without
85 impairment of retirement rights and without reduction in
86 compensation or salary grade; provided, however, that
87 nothing in this section shall be construed to confer upon any
88 employee any tenure of office or employment or any rights
89 not held prior to such transfer. The adopted plans and
90 policies of any district so dissolved pertaining to regional
91 planning considerations shall be deemed to be and shall
92 continue to have full force and effect until modified by the
93 commission of the successor district. No such dissolution of a
94 previously established district and no establishment of a
95 district in accordance with this section shall become effective
96 until compliance has been achieved with the following pro-
-97 cedure:
98 (a) upon receipt of notification from the commissioner
99 that he intends to promulgate and designate a district in

100 accordance with this section, the mayor, chairman of the
101 board of selectmen and the chairman of the planning board of
102 each city and town therein shall forthwith but not later than
103 twenty days from the date of notification designate the
104 respective commission members in accordance with this sec-
-105 tion;
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(6) the commission members so designated shall forthwith,
but not later than thirty-five days from the date of said
notification, elect officers and an executive committee in
accordance with this section;

106
107
108
109

(c) the executive committee so established shall prepare
forthwith but not later than fifty days from the date of said
notification, an estimate of the amount of money required to
pay the costs and expenses of the district for the current fiscal
year and, in the case of any district dissolved for the purpose
of organizing a district in accordance with this section, the
costs and expenses of any such predecessor district incurred
during the current calendar year for which funds are not
otherwise available, and, after first subtracting from such
estimate of costs the amount of unexpended monies in the
custody of the commission which were previously received by
the predecessor district from member cities and towns for the
expenses of the current calendar year, the commission shall
apportion, assess and certify for payment the amount so
determined in accordance with this section;

110
11l
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124

(d) each city and town treasurer shall forthwith, but not
later than twenty days from the receipt of said certification,
pay the amount so apportioned and certified from any monies
available in the General Fund of each such city or town, and
the board of assessors of each such city or town shall include
said amount in the assessment for the annual tax levy if such
tax levy has not been assessed, but otherwise shall include
said amount in the next annual tax levy in addition to any
amount to be raised for the purposes of the commission for
the next fiscal year in accordance with this section.

125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134

(e) upon receipt of notification from the commission so
established, that there has been compliance with the fore-
going procedures, the commissioner shall forthwith issue a
certificate of organization to said district which shall consti-
tute prima facie evidence of the establishment and organiza-
tion of said district and shall forthwith promulgate the
dissolution of any previously established district.

135
136
137
138
139
140
141

Upon the request of a city or town that is a member of a

regional planning or economic development agency estab-
lished pursuant to chapter forty B or any other general or
special legislative act, the commissioner may designate such

142
143
144
145
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city or town a member of a regional planning and economic
development district established under this section; provided,
however, that such dual membership is subject to the ap-
proval of such agency in which said city or town initially held
membership.

146
147
148
149
150

2. A. In each regional planning and economic development
district established pursuant to this section there shall be a
regional planning and economic development commission
which shall consist of the mayor of each city included within
said district or his designee, the chairman of the board of
selectmen of each town included within said district or his
designee who need not be a member of the board of select-
men, and the chairman of the planning board of each such
city or town or his designee who shall be a member of that
city or town’s planning board.

151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160

Twenty-one persons residing within the district shall be
appointed to an advisory committee for the purpose of
providing advice and guidance to said commission and said
persons shall be broadly representative of business, labor,
professional and civic organizations and other significant
economic interests within the district. Nine members shall be
appointed by the commissioner with the approval of the
governor, and twelve members shall be appointed by the
commission. Of the initial appointees of the commissioner,
three shall be appointed for a term of one year, three for a
term of two years and three for a term of three years. Of the
initial appointees of said commission, four shall be appointed
for a term of one year, four for a term of two years and four
for a term of three years. Upon the expiration of a term of a
member of the advisory committee, his successor shall be
appointed in like manner for a term of three years. In the
event of a vacancy, a new member of the advisory committee
shall be appointed in like manner to serve for the remainder
of the unexpired term. Each member of said advisory com-
mittee shall continue to serve as such until his successor is
appointed and qualified.

161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181

Each regional planning and economic development district
established under the provisions of this section shall have the
following powers and duties:

182
183
184
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(a) to adopt a name and corporate seal;185
(6) to sue and be sued, but only to the same extent and

upon the same conditions that a town may sue or be sued;
186
187

(c) to rent, lease or otherwise to acquire quarters for the
housing of the commission and the staff thereof;

188
189

(d) to receive and disburse funds from any public or
private sources for any district purposes.

190
191

In addition to the foregoing, the district, acting through
the commission or the executive committee thereof, shall
have the following additional powers and duties:

192
193
194
195 (e) do conduct studies of the resources, problems and needs

of the district, and, on the basis of such studies, to prepare
and, from time to time, revise both a comprehensive regional
plan and a comprehensive economic development program
for the district and of such part or parts thereof as the
commission may deem advisable, including recommendations
for the physical, social and economic improvement of the
district. Such plans and recommendations shall be adopted
and may be changed or supplemented from time to time by a
majority vote of the commission and shall be a public record;
and to conduct feasibility and implementation studies for
public facilities and programs and for public and private
development projects which are consistent with and which
would tend to implement the objectives and recommenda-
tions of the commission;

196
197
198
199

200
201
202
203
204
205
206
207
208
209

(/) to conduct research, surveys, analyses and compile such
data, maps, charts and tables and other pertinent or neces-
sary information for the purpose of formulating regional
goals, objectives, policies, plans and programs and for project
proposals related to the comprehensive physical, social and
economic development and redevelopment of the resources
and facilities of the district;

210
211
212
213
214
215
216

(g) to cooperate with and to assist each city and town in
the district to coordinate its planning and economic develop-
ment activities with the district so as to obtain maximum
benefits for the district and for each city and town from such
activities ;

217
218
219
220
221

(h) to cooperate with and to assist agencies of the com-
monwealth and the United States government in fulfilling the
purposes and objectives of the district;

999

223
224
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(i) to recommend appropriate action by public and private
organizations and agencies to implement the recommenda-
tions prepared by the commission;

225
226
227

(;) to provide technical advice, assistance and guidance to
cities and towns, to other public agencies and to development
organizations and to private businesses in the district in
implementing the objectives and recommendations of the
commission, in undertaking planning and economic develop-
ment programs, and in making application for federal finan-
cial assistance;

228
229
230
231
232
233
234

( k ) to compile and maintain a system for the collection
and dissemination of information and statistics relevant to
the district, and to make such information available to public
agencies and to private organizations and individuals en-
gaged in activities which tend to implement the objectives
and recommendations of the commission ;

235
236
237
238
239
240

(I) to approve or disapprove by majority vote such plans
for the development and redevelopment of the district or parts
thereof, as may be laid before it. The approval or disapproval
of any such plan or any such recommendation of the commis-
sion shall be advisory only; provided, however, that the
commission shall have the power to exercise such approval or
disapproval as a regional or metropolitan planning or de-
velopment agency acting pursuant to the requirements of any
publicly aided program applicable to the district or to any
part thereof;

241
242
243
244
245
246
247
248
249
250
251 (to) to advertise and otherwise to promote the implemen-

tation of the plans and recommendations of the commission
and the economic and industrial development of the dis-
trict ;

9K9AM

253
254
255 (n ) to sponsor conferences, institutes, seminars and train-

ing programs on behalf of the district and the cities and
towns therein for the purpose of developing the capabilities
of commission members, commission staff, other public
officials and employees and development organizations to
assist in preparing and implementing the plans and recom-
mendations of the commission.

256
257
258
259
260
261
262 Except as otherwise prohibited by law each such district

and commission is further authorized to act as and to assume263
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the duties, obligations and responsibilities of an economic
development district designated pursuant to Title IV, Part B
of Public Law 89-136, known as The Public Works and
Economic Development Act of 1965.

264
2G5
266
267

Each commission shall report annually to the city councils
and town meetings of the cities and towns in the district as to
the plans and recommendations of the commission and the
status thereof. Each commission shall make and publish such
reports as the commission shall deem appropriate for the
purpose of accomplishing, promoting and explaining the
objectives and recommendations of the district.

268
269
270
271

272
273
274

B. The commission shall elect annually by and from its
members a chairman, a vice-chairman, a secretary and a
treasurer, each of whom shall hold office until his successor is
elected and qualified. Election of said officers shall be held
annually in the month of May. The commission may from
time to time fill any vacancy in such an office for the
unexpired term thereof.

275
276
277
278
279
280
281

The commission may also elect an assistant treasurer who
may act for the treasurer and exercise all the powers and
duties of the office of treasurer in the absence of the treas-

282

283
284
285 urer.

The commission shall meet quarterly at the call of the
chairman, and at such other times as the commission shall
determine.

286
287
288

The commission shall establish rules of procedure for its
activities and the activities of the executive committee, and
shall keep a record of its meetings, transactions, resolutions,
findings and determinations, all of which shall be a public
record.

289

290
291
292
293

The treasurer shall give the commission a bond, with a
surety company authorized to transact business in the com-
monwealth as surety, for the faithful performance of their
duties in such sum and upon such conditions as the commis-

294
295
296

297
2ns sion may require.

C. There shall be an executive committee, elected annually,299

consisting of (1) the officers of the commission, who shall
serve as the officers of the executive committee, (2) four
members of the commission who shall be elected by a

300
301
302
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majority vote of the commission and who shall be selectmen
or designees of selectmen, (3) four members of the commis-
sion who shall be elected by a majority vote of the commis-
sion and who shall be representatives of the planning boards,
and (4) the mayor or his designee of each city serving as a
member of the commission.

303
304
305
306
307
308

Action taken by the executive committee shall be in the
name of and in behalf of the commission. The executive
committee shall employ, and may remove, an executive
director, who shall be qualified by education, training and
experience in economic development, regional and program
planning, and community relations. The executive committee
shall be responsible for the supervision of the executive
director and for the preparation of an annual budget, to be
submitted to the commission for its consideration, for the
disbursement of commission funds, and for the performance
of such other duties as may be assigned by the commission.
The members of the executive committee shall serve without
compensation, but shall receive payment for necessary ex-
penses, including travel, incurred in the performance of
their duties. The executive director shall be responsible to the
executive committee and shall act for said committee at its
direction. The executive director and other employees of the
commission shall not be subject to chapter thirty-one nor to
section nine A of chapter thirty, but shall be members of the
state contributory retirement system, and shall be entitled to
group life insurance and health and accident insurance in
accordance with the provisions of law providing for such
benefits to the employees of cities and towns.

309
310
311
312
313
314
315
316
317
318
319
320
321
322
323
324
325
326
327
328
329
330
331

The executive committee shall approve all contracts which
shall be signed by the chairman and treasurer. The executive
director, with the approval of the executive committee, may
hire temporary or part-time personnel. The executive com-
mittee shall establish such technical advisory committees as
may be needed to assist the executive director in planning
and developing the programs and projects of the commission.
The chairman, commissioner or head of any state, county or
municipal body or public authority operating within the
district, if permitted by its trust indentures so to do, shall

332
333
334
335
336
337
338
339
340
341
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delegate one or more well-qualified representatives from his
agency to serve on any of the said technical advisory com-
mittees when so requested by the executive committee.

342
343
344

D. The commission is authorized to enter into contracts
and agreements with any department, agency or subdivision
of federal or state government and any individual, corpora-
tion, association or public authority to provide or to receive
services, facilities, staff assistance or money payments in
connection with the work of the commission, and the com-
mission may contribute or receive services, facilities, stag
assistance or money payments as consideration in such con-
tracts or agreements.

345
346
347
348
349
350
351
352
353
354 The commission may make expenditures and incur obliga-

tions for services and other expenses, subject to the following
conditions and limitations. The commission may expend such
amounts in addition to its annual assessment upon the cities
and towns in the district as the commission may receive
under any federal or state law, or by gift, grant, contract or
agreement from any source, including grants, bequests, gifts
or contributions made by any individual, corporation, asso-
ciation, public authority or department, agency or subdivi-
sion of the federal or state government.

355
356
357
358
359
360
361
362
363

Each commission shall operate on a fiscal year running
from July first to June thirtieth of the next calendar year.
Each commission shall, annually, in the month of May at the
annual meeting thereof, estimate the amount of money
required to be assessed upon the cities and towns in the
district necessary to pay the costs and expenses of the district
for the following fiscal year. The amount so determined for
each district shall not exceed a sum equivalent to thirty cents
per capita of the population of the district or fifty thousand
dollars, whichever is the greater amount; and said amount
shall be apportioned and assessed upon each city and town in
the district in proportion to the population of each city and
town to the total population of the district, provided, how-
ever, that the populations of the district and of each city and
town shall be the populations as determined in the most
recent state or national decennial census exclusive of the
population in any county, state or federal institutions other-

BG4
365
366
367
368
369
370
371
372
373
374
Q7c;
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376
377
378
379
380
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wise included in such census. The amounts so apportioned for
each city and town, shall, prior to June thirtieth of each year,
be certified by the district treasurer to the treasurers of each
city and town within the district. Each city and town
treasurer shall forthwith pay the amount so apportioned by
the district treasurer not later than July tenth of the fiscal
year for which the apportionment is made, and shall make
such payment from any monies available in the general fund
of each such city or town. The district treasurer shall submit
a duplicate copy of the aforementioned certification to the
board of assessors of each city and town, and each such board
of assessors shall include said amounts in the assessment for
the annual tax levy according to the procedures specified in
section twenty-one of chapter fifty-nine; provided, however,
that if the annual tax levy is determined by any such board
of assessors prior to receiving a copy of said certification, the
board of assessors shall include as money to be raised in the
tax levy an amount equal to twenty cents per capita of the
population of the city or town as determined aforesaid, and,
if said amount is less than the amount actually certified by
the district treasurer, the difference shall be included as
money to be raised in the next annual tax levy.

381
382
383
354
385
386
387
388
389
390
391
392
393
394
395
396
397
398
399
400
401
402

Payments for the expenses of the district shall be made by
the treasurer or assistant treasurer only upon a warrant for
such payment approved by a majority of the executive
committee, provided, however, that the executive committee
may by majority vote delegate to the chairman the power to
approve warrants on behalf of the executive committee.

403
404
405
406
407
408

A regional planning and economic development district so
established under this chapter may accumulate reserve funds
for, but not limited to, the purposes of funding the purchase
and replacement of capital equipment and participating in
state and federal programs, provided, that such accumulated
reserve funds may not exceed the estimated proportion of the
district commission’s costs and expenses to be paid by the state
and member cities and towns during the next fiscal year.

409
410
411
412

~ 413
414
415
416

The director of accounts in the department of corporations
and taxation shall annually cause an audit to be made of the
accounts of the commission. A report thereon shall be made

417

m 418
f 419
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420 to the chairman of the commission and a copy thereof shall
421 be made to the mayor of each city and the board of selectmen
422 of each town and to each planning board in the district.
423 E. There shall be a mutual exchange between the commis-
-424 sion and all agencies of the commonwealth and of each
425 political subdivision thereof within the district, of data,
426 records, and information within their knowledge and control
427 pertaining to the districts, or to parts thereof, which may be
428 required for the preparation of programs designed to achieve
429 the purposes of this section. *

*

r

I
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

An Act providing for financial assistance by the common-
wealth TO REGIONAL PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

AGENCIES.

1 Section 1. Chapter 408 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding the following two new sections;—
3 Section 12. The commonwealth shall annually pay to
4 regional planning and economic development agencies estab-
-5 lished pursuant to legislative acts, sums as indicated below
6 for their anticipated expenditures for such planning and
7 development activities during the calendar year. Such an
8 agency shall make application for payment under this sec-
-9 tion to the department of commerce and development, and
10 said department, if it approves such application, shall certify
11 to the treasurer the amount to be paid to such agency, and
12 the treasurer shall pay such amount.
13 The total annual payment to any such agency pursuant to
14 this section shall (1) in the case of a regional planning
15 district established under section three, or any other regional
16 planning or economic development agency established
17 pursuant to legislative act, except such an agency established
18 pursuant to section ten, be an amount equal to fifteen cents
19 per capita of the population of the area within the agency’s
20 jurisdiction or (2) in the case of a regional planning and
21 economic development district established pursuant to sec-
-22 tion ten, be an amount equal to twenty cents per capita of
23 population of the areas within the agency’s jurisdiction;

Be it enacted by the Senate and House oj Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority oj the same, as
jallows :
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provided, however, that such annual payments (1) shall not
exceed seventy-five per cent of the district’s total anticipated
expenditures for the year, exclusive of federal funds, nor (2)
shall it be in excess of one hundred thousand dollars to any
such agency.

24
25
26
27
28

For the purpose of this section the population of any
district or areas shall be that determined by the most recent
national census exclusive of the population in any county,
state or federal institution if such population is otherwise
included in such census enumeration.

29

30
31
32

*33
Payments made in accordance with this section may be

expended by the governing body of each regional planning or
development agency for any purpose for which such agency
make make expenditures or incur obligations.

34
35
36
37

Section 13. State funds appropriated for regional planning
or economic development may be paid to a regional planning
or economic development agency only after review and
approval by the commissioner of commerce and development
of the programs, activities and budget of such agency for the
year during which such payments will be made. If the
commissioner disapproves any such program, activity or
expense for which state funds are to be used, he shall in
writing inform the governing body of such agency as to his
reasons for disapproval and shall state therein what actions
or changes he shall require as a condition for his approval.
Said commissioner may disapprove any such program which
is not related to, is in conflict with, or ■would duplicate the
program of another regional planning or economic develop-
ment program or that of a state planning or development
agency.

38
39
40

V41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53

Said commissioner may require that all applications for
federal funds or federal assistance prepared by any regional
planning or economic development agency, when such appli-
cations involve the expenditure of state funds, shall be
submitted for review and approval by said department prior
to submission to the appropriate federal agency.

54
55

»56
57

58
59

rSection 2. This act shall take effect on January first,
nineteen hundred and sixty-eight.

1
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