
No. 57HOUSE
Accompanying the fourteenth recommendation of the Board of Education

(House, No. 43). Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Eight.

An Act creating a Massachusetts educational communica-
tions commission.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 6of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding
2 the following section:

3 Section 154- There shall be a Massachusetts educational
4 communications commission, consisting of fourteen members,
5 of whom one shall be
6 a member of the board of education, one
7 a member of the board of higher education, one
8 a member of the Lowell Broadcasting Council, one
9 a member of the board of trustees of the University of

10 Massachusetts; one shall be
11 a professional representative active in the field of public
12 health, one
13 a professional representative active in the field of mental
14 health, and one
15 a representative of private elementary and secondary
16 education, and

f 17 seven distinguished citizens.
18 All members shall be appointed by the governor.
19 In making his original appointments to said commission, the
10 governor shall appoint four members for terms of one year;
21 live members for terms of two years; and five members for
22 terms of three years. Upon the expiration of the term of any
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23 member, his successor shall be appointed for a term of three
24 years.
25 The commission shall have the following duties:
26 provide leadership, determine general policy and re-
27 view standards regarding educational communications
28 provide coordination on matters relating to educational
29 communications between the various Massachusetts agen-
30 cies of government and all facets of Massachusetts educa-
31 tion
32 coordinate and distribute future federal capital equip-
33 ment funds through the Public Broadcasting Act of 1967
34 establish equipment compatibility policies
35 establish, operate and schedule an educational televi-
36 sion network for the state
37 determine the method of interconnection to be employed
38 hold title to all future broadcast licenses and 2500 me
39 or other licenses and equipments forming a part of the
40 state’s basic ETV system

41 -- assume legal responsibility for the quality of program-
ming which is released via its licensed facilities42

review the television budgets of all state agencies an-43
44 nually and make recommendations to the legislature re-
45 garding them

46 study the need and feasibility of expanding the televi-
47 sion network so as to service the other communications

48 needs of the state agencies, as by connecting computers,
49 data processing equipment, etc.

50 formulate a long-term program to enable all appropriate
51 buildings within the state, ultimately to equip for use of
52 the communications network
53 The commission shall have the following powers:
54 hold title to equipment
55 apply for and receive broadcast and other licenses from
56 the Federal Communications Commission
57 receive gifts and grants
58 engage in contracts
59 lease as well as purchase
60 receive and expend state funds
61 apply for, receive and distribute federal funds
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approve all Commonwealth expenditures regarding
educational communications equipment and facilities to

62
63
64 insure compatibility

originate programming of its own in addition to that of
the member agencies, when deemed appropriate by the

65
66

Commission in the larger public interest67
lease network facilities to private educational institu-

tions which may wish to interconnect for privately-
68
69

originated programming70
—to erect and maintain the transmissions and inter-
connections facilities if the system is to be state built and

71
72

operated or to lease from a private company.73
The commission shall appoint an executive director and such

other professional and nonprofessional personnel as the com-
mission deems necessary.

74
75
76

The commission shall operate television studios in the new
Health Education and Welfare building, producing programs
for authorized state agencies at the cost only of equipment
time. These studios should be designed and equipped with
particular reference to the anticipated programming of the
state agencies. Each agency of state government shall operate
as its own program agency, employing the network’s television
facilities to meet its individual purposes. Prospective pro-
gramming agencies should apply to the commission for au-
thorization as duly designated bodies qualified to make use
of network facilities.
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Each user of the network should have the option of having
its programs produced by any production facility, even those
not a part of the network, with which it wishes to contract.
Each state agency which is authorized to use the network
should apply to the legislature in its budget for such funds
as are necessary to formulate programs, to pay the equipment
costs in the Health, Education and Welfare studios, or to pro-
duce them in nonstate facilities.
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