
HOUSE . 1439

By Mr. Healy of Charlemont, petition of Paul J. Sheehy and Winston Healy
that school districts be permitted to include in agreements with member towns
provisions for approval by the registered voters thereof of certain indebtedness
incurred bv said districts. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Eight.

An Act permitting regional school districts to include

PROVISIONS IN THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE MEMBER TOWNS
REQUIRING APPROVAL OF THE INCURRING OF INDEBTEDNESS OF
THE DISTRICT BY THE REGISTERED VOTERS THEREOF AT AN ELEC-
TION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 71 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 14C the following sec-
-3 tion:—
4 Section iJfD. The agreement made under section fourteen
5 B, or any amendment to such an agreement, may provide
6 that the incurring of indebtedness by the district shall be
7 approved by the registered voters in the member towns
8 pursuant to the provisions of section sixteen (w). In any
9 district for which the agreement does not so provide, the

10 incurring of indebtedness shall be subject to disapproval by
11 any member town pursuant to the provisions of section
12 sixteen (d). No amendment to an agreement to provide that
13 the incurring of indebtedness shall be approved pursuant to
14 section sixteen (n) shall take effect, unless it is approved by
15 each of the member towns of the district.

1 Section 2. Said chapter seventy-one is hereby further
2 amended by inserting after subsection (m) of section sixteen
3 the following subsection:—
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4 (n) 1 o incur debt not exceeding an amount approved by
5 the emergency finance board for the purposes and terms
6 specified in subsection (d); provided that the vote of the
7 district committee authorizing such debt is approved by a
8 majority of the registered voters in the member towns voting

on the question at an election called and held pursuant to the9
following provisions. The election shall be called by a warrant10
addressed to the registered voters in the member towns and11
signed by a majority of the members of the district com-12
mittee which shall set forth the date of the election, the13
polling place or places in each town, the hours during which€f14

15 the polls are to be open and the question which is to appear
16 upon the ballot. Notice of the election shall be given by

posting a copy of the warrant attested by the secretary of the17
18 committee in at least one public place in each town and by

publishing a copy thereof at least once in a newspaper of19
20 general circulation in the district, both posting and publica-
21 tion occurring at least ten days before the election. A
22 certificate of the secretary shall be conclusive evidence that
23 the warrant was duly posted and published. The number and
24 location of the polling place, or places, in each town shall be
25 determined by the district committee after consultation with

the selectmen thereof; and the hours during which all the26
27 polls in the district are open shall be uniform throughout the
28 district and shall be not less than four nor more than eight
29 consecutive hours. The district committee shall be responsible
30 for preparing the ballots used at the election. The town clerk
31 of each town shall certify the results of the election to the
32 district committee. Except as pi’ovided herein the election

shall be conducted in each town in the same manner as town33
meetings for the election of towm officers. The expenses of the34

35 election shall be paid by the regional school district as an
36 operating expense of the district; and if provision for their
37 payment is not included in the budget for the year in whicE
38 they are incurred, the district committee may use any avail-
39 able funds of the district or may transfer the sums required
40 from appropriations included in the budget. The defeat of a
41 proposal for incurring debt shall not prevent the resubmission
42 of the same proposal as a new authorization.


