
HOUSE . 1669

By Mr. Farrell of Worcester, petition of Richard E. McLaughlin (Registrar of
Motor Vehicles), Thomas F. Farrell and John W. Sears for legislation to allow the
submission of blood samples of deceased operators involved in motor vehicle
fatalities. Public Safety.

*

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Eight.

An Act allowing the submission of blood samples in cases of
MOTOR VEHICLE FATALITIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 6of chapter 38 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding after the last sentence thereof the follow-
3 ing sentences: —If after making inquiry pursuant to this
4 section, the medical examiner is of the opinion that death
5 may have resulted from injuries sustained in a motor vehicle
6 accident, and that death occurred within four hours after said
7 accident, if the deceased was the operator of any vehicle
8 involved in such accident or if the deceased was a pedestrian
9 twenty-one years of age or older, the medical examiner shall

10 submit to the state police laboratory a blood sample from the
11 deceased in an amount sufficient for chemical analysis,
12 together with a statement setting forth, if available, the
13 name, age, and sex of the deceased, the date, time and place
14 of the motor vehicle accident and whether the deceased was a
15 driver or a pedestrian. Upon receipt of such sample, the state

$ 16 police laboratory shall make or cause to have made such test
17 or tests as may be needed to determine the extent of alcohol,
18 if any, in each such sample, and shall compile and maintain
19 statistical records of the test results of each sample.
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