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By Mr. Hatch of Beverly, petition of the Board of Directors of the Massa-
chusetts Bay Transportation Authority that provision be made for the contin
anoe of commuter railroad service to and from Boston. Transportation

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Eight.

An Act to provide for the continuation of commuter railroad

SERVICE TO AND PROM BOSTON.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to provide forthwith for the tak-
-3 ing of the necessary steps to continue commuter railroad serv-
-4 ice to and from Boston, therefore it is hereby declared to be
5 an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation
6 of the public convenience.

1 Section 1. Clause (a) of section 258 of chapter 58 of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended to read as follows:
3 (a) From time to time when required, the contract assist-
-4 ance to the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority pro-
-5 vided under sections twenty-eight and twenty-eight A of
6 chapter one hundred and sixty-one A;

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

No. 1753HOUSE .

Cfie CommonUicaltJ) of epassaciiusetts

1 Section 2. The fourth and fifth sentences of section Bof
2 chapter 161 A of the General Laws are amended to read as fol-
-3 lows:—Twenty-five per cent of such net cost of service of such
4 previous calendar year shall be assessed upon those cities and
5 towns of the authority which had one or more express service
6 stations (other than commuter railroad passenger stations) as
7 of the first day of July of such previous calendar year. Such
8 assessments shall be in the proportion which the number of
9 riders boarding at all such express service stations in such city
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10 or town bears to the number of riders boarding at all such ex-
-11 press service stations in the area constituting the authority.

1 (Section 3. Section 8A of said chapter 161 A is hereby
amended to read as follows;

3 /Section 8/1. Notwithstanding section eight, the net cost of
1 commuter railroad passenger service provided by or under the
5 control of the authority, whether by ownership, lease, contract
6 or otherwise, shall be apportioned as follows:
7 Fifty per cent thereof shall be assessed upon all cities and
8 towns comprising the authority’s territory in the proportion $

9 which the number of commuters in each said city or town bears
1U to the total number of commuters in all of said cities or towns.
11 The number of commuters shall be determined in accordance
12 with the latest decennial census made by the United States
13 Department of Commerce. If said census does not provide the
11 necessary data for determining the number of commuters, the
15 authority shall determine the number of commuters by some
16 accurate and otherwise appropriate method.
17 The remaining fifty per cent shall be assessed upon the cities
18 and towns of the authority which had one or more commuter
19 railroad passenger stations operated by or under the control
20 of the authority as of the first day of the seventh month of
21 the fiscal period for which such net cost was computed. Such
22 assessments shall be in the proportion which the number of
23 riders boarding at all such stations in such city or town bears
21 to the number of riders boarding at all such stations in the area
25 constituting the authority; provided, however, that the num-
-26 her of riders board at the North Station, the South Station,
27 and the Back Bay Station in the city of Boston shall not be
28 included for the purpose determining such assessments. The
29 number of riders shall be determined by a rider count taken
30 during the year nineteen hundred and sixty-seven. Subsequent
31 rider counts shall be made by the authority so as to maintain
32 as much accuracy as possible with respect to changes in sucb^j
33 service and in no event less frequently than every two years.
31 In the event of a temporary suspension of service at any sta-
-35 tion, as determined by the authority, such station shall be
36 deemed to be continuing in operation. In the event of a perma-
-37 nent cessation of all such service, as determined by the an-
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38 thority, this portion of the assessments shall be based upon
39 the last applicable ratios.
40 The income and expense included in the computation of the
41 net cost of commuter railroad passenger service shall be ex-
-42 eluded from the computation of assessments under sections
43 eight, nine, ten and eleven and from the computation of net
44 savings to reduce net costs of service pursuant to section twelve.
45 Debt service attributable to commuter railroad passenger
4G service, including debt service on bonds issued under clause
47 (2) of section twenty-three, shall be included in the computa-
-48 tion of assessments under this section except to the extent paid
49 or reimbursed under section twenty-eight. Grants paid under
50 section twenty-eight A shall be included as income in such
51 computation.

1 Section 4. Section 12 of said chapter 161 A is hereby
2 amended by inserting the words “or twenty-eight A” immedi-
3 ately after the words “twenty-eight” in the last paragraph
4 thereof.

1 Section 5. The first paragraph of section 23 of said chap-
-2 ter 161 A is hereby amended by inserting the following clause
3 immediately after clause (2) thereof:—
4 (2A) To design, acquire by purchase or otherwise, and con-
-5 struct, for itself or for lease to any eligible private company,
6 mass transportation facilities and equipment for commuter
7 railroad passenger service, and to acquire real property from
8 railroads for such service or for other mass transportation serv-
-9 ice, whether or not bonds for any such purpose may also be

10 issued under any other provision of this section;

1 Section 6. The third paragraph of said section 23 is here-
-2 by amended to read as follows:
3 Not more than five million dollars of bonds shall be issued
4 under paragraph (2) of this section. Not more than thirty
5 million dollars of bonds shall be issued under paragraph (2A).
6 Not more than two hundred twenty million dollars of bonds
7 shall be issued in the aggregate under paragraphs (1), (3) and
8 (4). Refunding bonds shall be excluded from the foregoing
9 limits.
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1 Sectiox 7. The first paragraph of section 28 of said chap-
2 ter 161 A is hereby amended to read as follows
3 The commonwealth, acting by and through the executive
4 office for administration and finance, may enter into a con-
5 tract or contracts with the authority providing that a portion
6 of the net cost of service shall be paid by the commonwealth,
7 and shall not be assessed upon the cities and towns consti-
-8 tuting the authority. The portion of the net cost of service not
9 to be so assessed, hereinafter called contract assistance, is

10 limited to (A) the annual debt service on ninety per cent of
11 the bonds issued under paragraph (1) of section twenty-three,
12 and the annual debt service on fifty per cent of the bonds issued
13 under paragraph (3) of said section twenty-three, but not in
14 the aggregate exceeding under this clause (A) the debt service
15 on one hundred forty-five million dollars of bonds, and (B)
16 the annual debt service on ninety per cent of the bonds issued
17 under paragraph (2A) of section twenty-three, together with
18 not more than a total of five million dollars to be paid to the
19 authority for not more than one half of the cost to the authority
20 of agreements with railroads authorized by paragraph (2) of
21 section twenty-three, and (C) not more than three million
22 dollars annually, not more than seven Imndred and fifty thou-
-23 sand dollars in the year nineteen hundred and sixty-four, to
24 pay interest, principal and sinking fund requirements due
25 upon indebtedness assumed by the authority for or on account
26 of bonds, notes and other evidences of indebtedness issued to
27 finance or refinance the construction or purchase of express
28 service mass transportation facilities and indebtedness issued
29 by the authority to refinance the same; provided, that all
30 facilities, title to which was transferred to the Metropolitan
31 Transit Authority, pursuant to paragraph (d) of section eight
32 A of chapter fiye hundred and forty-four of the acts of nine-
-33 hundred and forty-seven shall be considered to be express
34 service mass transportation facilities for the purpose of this
35 clause (C) ; and provided, further, that no amount shall be
36 expended under this clause (C) to pay any interest, principal
37 or sinking fund requirements on any bonds, notes or other evi-
-38 dences of indebtedness issued to finance or refinance the pur-
-39 chase or construction of rolling stock, garages, yards and
40 shops. For all purposes of this chapter, any moneys due and
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41 payable to the commonwealth by the authority as rent for
42 the Cambridge subway shall be considered as debt service on
43 bonds outstanding and may be paid by the commonwealth
44 under clause (C), or otherwise paid or refunded in accordance
45 with this chapter.

1 Section 8. The third paragraph of said section 28 is here-
-2 by amended by changing the first sentence thereof to read as
3 follows:—Any debt service, for which contract assistance is
4 paid under clause (A), (B) or (C) above, shall be excluded
5 from the computation of assessments under sections eight,
6 eight A, nine, ten and eleven and from the computation of
7 net savings to reduce net costs of service pursuant to section
8 twelve.

1 Section 9. The assessments to be made in nineteen bun-
-2 dred sixty-eight on account of the net cost of service of the
3 authority for the fiscal period ended September thirtieth, nine-
-4 teen hundred sixty-seven shall be made without regard to
5 sections two and three of this act.

1 Section 10. This act shall constitute specific authoriza-
-2 tion to the extent the same may be required by clause (k) of
3 section three of chapter one hundred sixty-one A of the Gen-
-4 era! Laws for the expenditure of the proceeds of bonds issued
5 under clause (2A) of section twenty-three of said chapter one
6 hundred sixtv-one A.
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