
HOUSE . 2059

By Mr. Sears of Boston, petition of John W. Sears that the Registrar of Motor
Vehicles be authorized to suspend licenses to operate motor vehicles upon refusal
of the operator to submit to chemical tests designed to measure intoxication.
Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Eight.

An Act to require drivers' licenses to be suspended for
FAILURE TO CONSENT TO THE BREATH TEST FOR INTOXICATION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Paragraph 1 (e) of section 24 of chapter 90 of
2 the General Laws, as added by chapter 340 of the acts of
3 1961, is hereby amended by changing the period at the end of
4 the second sentence to a comma, and adding the following:
5 —except as provided in this paragraph.

1 Section 2. Paragraph 1 (e) of section 24 of chapter 90 of
2 the General Laws, as added by chapter 340 of the acts of
3 1961, is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof, the
4 following:—lf a police officer, having reasonable grounds to
5 believe that an operator has been driving while under the
6 influence of intoxicating liquor and having arrested such
7 operator therefor, shall direct such operator to submit to a
8 chemical test or analysis of his breath, not earlier than fifteen
9 minutes after the arrest of such operator, nor later than two

10 hours after such violation is alleged to have occurred, and
11 such operator shall fail to refuse to consent to such test or
12 analysis, the police officer shall promptly report such failure
13 or refusal to the police chief, as defined in section one of
14 chapter ninety C, who shall promptly report it to the
15 registrar. The registrar shall forthwith suspend such
16 operators’ license for ninety days; provided, however, that if
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such operator shall deny the truth of any of the aforemen-
tioned requisites for such ninety-day suspension, he may at
any time within seven days after receipt of notice of suspen-
sion request a hearing to determine such matters before the
registrar or such person or persons as the registrar shall (|
designate. A request for hearing under the provisions of this
section, shall operate to stay any suspension under this
section, pending determination by the registrar or his
designee.
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t|Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.1


