
HOUSE . 2268
By Mr. Dukakis of Brookline, petition of Paul C. Menton and other members

of the House for legislation to establish an advisory council on natural resources
in the Department of Public Utilities. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Eight.

An Act to establish an advisory council on natural resources
IN THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Declaration of Policy—The conservation of
2 natural resources, the prevention of pollution and the use of
3 natural resources in such a way as to insure their fullest enjoy-
-4 inent by both the present generation and future generations of
5 residents of the commonwealth are hereby declared to he in the
6 general public interest.

1 Section 2. Advisory Council on NaturalEesources —There
2 shall be established within the department of public utilities
3 but not subject to its control, an advisory council on natural
4 resources, hereinafter called the council, which shall have sub-
-5 ject to its control the powers and duties hereinafter enumerated,
6 together with such others as may hereafter he conferred upon
7 it by law.

1 Section 3. Members—The council shall be composed of
2 fifteen members, appointed by the governor, for a term of six
3 years; except that of those first appointed, five shall be for a
4 term of two years, five for a term of four years, and five for
5 a term of six years. No more than eight of the members may
6 be from either one of the two major parties, and all members
7 shall be citizens of the United States. It is the intent of this
8 section that the conservationist associations, associations of
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9 industries regulated by the department of public utilities, as-
-10 sociation of municipal electric power companies, and the cities
11 and towns of the commonwealth be represented on this coun-
-12 cil. The governor shall designate one member to act as chair-
-13 man of the council. The members shall receive twenty-five
14 dollars per diem and necessary reasonable expenses incurred
15 in the performance of their duties.

1 Section 4. Employers: Expenses. The members shall
2 from time to time and subject to appropriation therefore retain
3 such employees and services as they may require for the pei^
4 formance of their duties and shall prescribe the duties of each
5 such employee and/or service. They shall adopt by-laws suit-
-6 able to the purposes for which this council is created.

1 Section 5. Powers and Duties.-—The council shall advise
2 the department of public utilities as to all matters pertaining
3 to the use and conservation of natural resources that might
4 be affected by the granting of any license which the depart-
-5 ment of public utilities is authorized to issue. The council may
6 designate a member or members who shall have the privilege
7 of appearing before the public utilities commission during any
8 hearing the commission may hold.
9 The council shall further advise the governor of the com-

-10 monwealth as to all matters pertaining to the use and conserva-
-11 tion of natural resources at such times and in such manner
12 as the governor shall designate.


