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requiring the re-division of wards in cities so that they shall contain an equa
number of voters and providing relief for failure to do so. Election Laws

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Eight.

An Act requiring the re-division of wards in cities so that
THEY SHALL CONTAIN AN EQUAL NUMBER OF VOTERS AND PRO-

VIDING RELIEF FOR THE FAILURE TO RE-DIVIDE THE WARDS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House oj Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of section six of
2 chapter forty-three, and sections one to four inclusive, of chap-
3 ter fifty-four of the General Laws, any city which had a devia-
-4 tion of more than twenty per cent of an exactly equal apportion-
-5 ment, between the number of registered voters in its most
6 populous ward and the number of registered voters in its least
7 populous ward, at the time of its most recent municipal election,
8 shall, during the month of January, nineteen hundred and sixty-
9 nine, and during the month of January next succeeding each

10 subsequent municipal election in which such deviation should
11 exist, if the members of its municipal legislature are elected in
12 whole or in part from representative districts within said mu-
-13 nicipality, by a vote of said municipal legislature, reapportion
14 the wards of said city, for the purposes of all municipal elec-
-15 tions and their antecedent primary or preliminary elections,
16 which will take place prior to the next redivision of wards under
17 the provisions of section one of chapter fifty-four of the General
18 Laws. In the reapportionment of wards in any such city under
19 the provisions of this section, the new wards so established shall
20 contain as nearly as can be ascertained, and as may be consistent
21 with existing precinct limits, an equal number of voters, and no
22 existing precinct shall be placed partly in one new ward and
23 partly in another new ward. For all elections and primaries,
24 other than municipal elections and their antecedent primary or
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25 preliminary elections, held in any such city after it has been
26 redivided into wards under the provisions of this section and
27 prior to any subsequent redivision of the wards under the pro-
-28 visions of section one of chapter fifty-four, the wards as exist-
-29 ing previous to this particular redivision shall continue and for
30 all such purposes the election officers shall be appointed and
31 hold office and voting lists shall be prepared and all other things
32 required by law shall be done as if there had been no such re-
-33 division. The mayor of any city which has been redivided into
34 wards under this act, shall make such adjustments in the per-
-35 sonnel and the assignment of election officers as may be neces-
-36 sary to comply with the provisions of sections eleven, eleven B,
37 and thirteen of said chapter fifty-four, with reference to each
38 such municipal election. Within thirty days after a reappor-
-39 tionment of the wards of any such city, the municipal legislature
40 of such city shall divide the city into voting precincts, having
41 the same boundaries as the previously existing precincts, but
42 with their numbers and designations consistent with the num-
-43 bers and designations of the new wards. The city clerk of such
44 city shall forthwith give written notice to the state secretary
45 of the numbers and designations of the new wards and pre-
-46 cincts so established, together with the official description of
47 said wards and precincts. Any such new division of the wards
48 of a city, made under the provisions of this section, shall take
49 effect immediately upon passage by the municipal legislature of
50 such city.

51 If, in February in any year, a complaint in writing is filed
52 with the attorney general, by ten or more voters of a city, al-
-53 leging that such city was required to reapportion its wards under
54 the provisions of the preceding paragraph, but has failed to do
55 so within the time therein provided, the attorney general shall,
56 if he is satisfied that the allegations of said complaint are true,
57 not later than the end of the month of March in such year,
58 bring a petition in the name of the commonwealth in the su-
-59 perior court, to compel such city to comply with the provisions
60 of this section. Upon such petition, the superior court shall
61 have jurisdiction in equity to enforce said provisions and may
62 issue any appropriate orders or decrees it deems necessary to
63 ensure such new division being made not later than August in
64 such year.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


