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By Mr. Rosen of Dedham, petition of Harold F. Rosen for requiring consent
to the performance of autopsies by medical examiners. Social Welfare.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Eight.

An Act requiring consent for the performance of autopsies

IN CERTAIN cases.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 6of chapter 38 of the GeneralLaws is hereby amended
2 by striking out the seventh sentence, as appearing in section 4
3 of chapter 632 of the acts of 1945, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following two sentences:— After the district attorney or

4 5 his representative has viewed the body or has given notice that
6 he does not desire to do so, the medical examiner on his own
7 authority may and, if he be so requested by the district attorney
8 or the attorney general, shall, make or cause to be made in his
9 presence, an autopsy on the aforesaid body, provided that such

10 autopsy shall be made only if such death was caused by, or the
11 result of, the criminal act, omission, or negligence of another;
12 and provided further if, in the opinion of the medical examiner,
13 such death was not caused by, or the result of, the criminal act,
14 omission, or negligence of another, such autopsy shall not be
15 made without first obtaining the written consent of whichever
16 one of the following persons, eighteen years of age or older,
17 assumes custody of the body for purposes of burial: father,

mother, husband, wife, child, guardian, next of kin, or any per-
-19 son charged by law with the responsibility for burial. If the
20 medical examiner, after due inquiry and diligence, is unable
21 to find any person authorized to give consent as provided for

P 22 herein, such autopsy may be made without such written consent,
23 provided that not less than twelve hours nor more than forty-
-24 eight hours from the time of death has elapsed.
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