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By Mr. Quinn of Boston, petition of Robert H. Quinn for legislation to estab-
lish a housing court in Suffolk County. Counties.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Eight.

An Act establishing a housing court in Suffolk county.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 218 of the General Laws is hereby amended by in-
2 serting after section 60 the following two sections:
3 Section 60A. There shall be in Suffolk county a housing
4 court which shall have jurisdiction within the territorial limits
5 of the city of Boston. Such court shall consist of two justices
6 and it shall have a clerk who shall be appointed by the governor
7 with the advice and consent of the council and shall hold office
8 during good behavior but subject, however, to retirement under
9 the provisions of any applicable or special law relative to retire-

-10 ment systems. It shall have an assistant clerk, who shall be
11 appointed by the clerk subject to the approval of the justice.
12 The salary of the justice of the housing court shall be twenty-
-13 two thousand dollars. The justices of said court shall devote
14 their entire time during ordinary business hours to their duties
15 and shall not directly or indirectly, engage in the practice of law.
16 Section GOB. Said court shall be administered in all respects
17 as if a division of the municipal court of the city of Boston but
18 shall not be a part thereof. It shall have concurrent jurisdiction
19 with all municipal courts in the city of Boston to hear all crim-

-20 inal complaints arising out of the violation of provisions of
21 chapters one hundred and eleven, one hundred and forty-three,
22 one hundred and forty-four and one hundred and forty-eight
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23 and of any other general law, city ordinance, building code or
24 regulation relating to residential accommodations. It may also
25 hear civil matters, including summary process proceedings, re-
-26 lating to disputes between landlord and tenant, but restricted
27 to residential accommodations only. All rights of appeal both
28 in criminal and civil cases shall be administered as if said court
29 was a division of the municipal court of the city of Boston.


