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By Mr. Greenberg of Pittsfield, petition of David C. Aheam and other mem-

bers of the House for legislation to establish a drug formulary committee in the
Department of Public Health and requiring registered pharmacists to fill pre-
scriptions issued by medical doctors with the least expensive formulatory drugs.

1 Welfare,

Oc CommontocaltJ) of £©assaci)Uoetts

# In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy.

An Act establishing a drug formulary committee in the de-
partment OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND REQUIRING REGISTERED PHAR-
MACISTS TO FILL PRESCRIPTIONS ISSUED BY MEDICAL DOCTORS WITH
THE LEAST EXPENSIVE FORMULATORY DRUGS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 17 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding the following section under the caption
3 DRUG FORMULARY COMMITTEE:—

4 Section 13. There shall be in the department a drug formu-
o lary committee, hereinafter called the committee, to consist
6 of five members to be appointed by the governor from lists
7 of eligible names to be compiled and prepared by the commis-
8 sioner of public health, the commissioner of public welfare,
9 and the consumers’ council. Members of the committee shall

10 include individuals possessing recognized competence in the
11 rendering of professional services under, or the administra-
-12 tion of, state health programs, and a majority of the members
13 shall be practicing members of the professions authorized to

render professional health services under state-financed health
15 programs. Each member of the committee shall serve at the
16 pleasure of the governor.

1" The committee shall prepare a drug formulary, listing by
18 generic and brand names the drugs and pharmaceuticals most
19 frequently prescribed by licensed physicians under state-
20 financed health or welfare programs, and, with respect to each
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21 drug, their therapeutic equivalent, the maximum reimburse-
-22 ment which will be paid under the state welfare program to
23 vendors for each listed product, or the usual cost thereof when
21 obtained by community pharmacists in usual quantities from
25 the most frequently used source of supply for such drug, or a
2G cost index or ratio of drug costs to community pharmacists
27 which clearly indicates the degree of cost variations existing
28 between listed drugs used for comparable therapeutic purposes.
29 The committee shall provide for distribution of copies of such
10 formulary and revisions thereof among physicians licensed tft
31 practice within the commonwealth, registered pharmacists
32 and other appropriate individuals. Such formulary shall be
33 revised from time to time, but in no event less frequently than
31 once a year, so as to include new and pertinent information
35 on new drugs approved for inclusion or drugs deleted from
36 the formulary and to reflect current information as to drug-
-37 costs. Any person or party in interest aggrieved by a finding
38 or report of the committee may appeal to the supreme judicial
39 court for a review of such report or finding. For the purposes
10 of this section, the term “brand name” shall mean the name
11 that the manufacturer of such drug places on the container
12 thereof at the time of packaging, and the term “generic name”
13 shall mean the chemical or established name of such drug or
11 pharmaceutical.
15 The costs incurred under this section shall be borne by the
16 department of public health from funds appropriated therefor.

1 Section 2. Chapter 112 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 30 the following section: —

3 Section 30A. Every registered pharmacist shall, in the
1 course of compounding and dispensing prescriptions issued by
5 medical doctors, whether the generic or brand name of the
6 drug is written, use those drugs which are the least costly if
7 the prescription is included in the drug formulary prepare^
8 under the provisions of section thirteen of chapter seventeen.


