
HOUSE . 1454

; By Mr. Sigourney of Nahant, petition of Andre R. Sigourney relative to the
examination of certain prospective jurors. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy.

An Act providing for voir dire in certain cases.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows :

C&e dLommontoealti) of

1 Section 28 of chapter 234, of the GeneralLaws, is to be amended
2 by striking out the following:
3 “Section 28. Examination oj Jurors. Upon motion of either
4 party, the court shall, or the parties or their attorneys may
5 under the direction of the court, examine on oath a person who
6 is called as a juror therein, to learn whether he is related to either
7 party or has any interest in the case, or has expressed or formed
8 an opinion, or is sensible of any bias or prejudice, therein; and
9 the objecting party may introduce other competent evidence in

10 support of the objection. If the court finds that the juror does
11 not stand indifferent in the case, another shall be called in his
12 stead.” and by substituting therefor, the following new section;—

13 Section 28. Examination oj Jurors. —ln civil or criminal
14 cases either party shall upon demand be entitled, within such
15 limits as the court in its discretion may determine, to examine
16 on oath a person who is called as a juror as to his qualifications,
17 interest, bias or as to any other reason for which he might be
18 unsuitable to serve as a juror in the case and to introduce other

.19 competent evidence in support of an objection to a juror. If
' 20 the court finds that the juror does not stand indifferent or is for

21 any other reason unsuitable to serve as a juror in the case

22 another shall be called in his stead.




