
HOUSE . 1510

By Messrs. Healy of Charlemont and Hatch of Beverly, petition of Winston
Healy and other members of the House for legislation to establish a legislative
pay commission. Public Service.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 6of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding the following section:—
3 Section 159. There shall be a legislative pay commission
4 consisting of five members to be appointed by the governor,
5 of whom one shall be a person specializing in personnel
6 management, one shall be a person from the legislative leader-
-7 ship of another state, that is, president, speaker, majority or
8 minority leader, one shall be a president of a college or
9 university located within but not operated by the common-

10 wealth. Upon the expiration of the term of office of a member,
11 his successor shall be appointed by the governor to serve for
12 five years. The commission shall elect its own chairman. The
13 members shall serve without compensation but shall receive
14 their necessary expenses incurred in the discharge of their
15 official duties. Not more than three members of said commis-
-16 sion shall be members of the same political party.
17 Said commission shall make a continuing investigation and
18 study relative to the appropriate compensation and expenses
19 for members of the general court. Such commission (1) shall
20 be provided with quarters in the state house or elsewhere
21 for their meetings; (2) may travel within the commonwealth;
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22 (3) may hold hearings; (4) shall report to the general court
23 the results of its investigation and study and its recommen-
-24 dations, together with drafts of legislation necessary to carry
25 its recommendations into effect by filing the same with the
26 clerk of the house; and (5) shall file such report not later
27 than the first Wednesday in June in each even numbered
28 year.

1 Section 2. The five initial members of the legislative pay
2 commission established by section one hundred and fifty-
-3 nine of chapter six of the General Laws, as appearing in
4 section one of this act, shall be appointed by the governor,
5 and shall, as the governor may designate, serve for terms
G which shall expire on February first of the years, nineteen
7 hundred and seventy-one, nineteen hundred and seventy-
-8 two, nineteen hundred and seventy-three, nineteen hundred
9 and seventy-four and nineteen hundred and seventy-five,
10 respectively. Upon the expiration of the term of any such
11 member, his successor shall be appointed in the manner and
12 for the term set forth in said section one hundred and fifty-
-13 nine of said chapter six.


