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By Air. Ohanian of Watertown, petition of Robert A. Belmonte, Charles
Ohanian and another for legislation to provide that persons engaged in practice

s physical therapists or as physical therapy assistants be registered or licensed
y the Board of Registration in Medicine. Social Welfare.

Ok Commontocaltf) of sgassacfjusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy*

An Act providing that persons engaged in practice as a physi-

cal THERAPIST OR AS A PHYSICAL THERAPY ASSISTANT BE REGIS-
TERED OR LICENSED BY THE BOARD OF REGISTRATION IN MEDICINE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 112 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out sections 23A to 230, inclusive, and
3 inserting in place thereof the following sections:—
4 Section 23A. The following words as used in sections
5 twenty-three A to twenty-three Q, inclusive, unless the con-
-6 text otherwise requires, shall have the following meanings :•—-

7 (a) “Physical therapy”, treatment of a person by the use
8 of therapeutic exercise, massage, heat, cold, water, radiant
9 energy, electricity, or sound for the purpose of correcting

10 or alleviating any physical or mental condition or prevent-
-11 ing the development of any physical or mental disability;
12 or the performance of neuro-musculo-skeletal tests and meas-
-13 urements to determine the extent of body malfunction; pro-
14 vided, however, that physical therapy shall not include
15 radiology or electrosurgery.

(b) “Physical therapist”, a person, duly registered so to
17 do, who practices physical therapy.
18 (c) “Physical therapy assistant”, a person, duly licensed
19 so to do, who assists in the practice of physical therapy and
20 whose activities require an understanding of physical ther-
-21 apy, but who does not render professional judgments and
22 opinions or define patient care programs and whose activities
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23 do not require professional or advanced training in the
24 anatomical, biological and physical sciences involved in the
25 practice of physical therapy.
26 (d) “Board”, the board of registration in medicine es-
-27 tablished under section ten of chapter thirteen.
28 (e) “Doctor”, a person who is licensed to practice medi-
-29 cine, surgery or dentistry in the commonwealth of Massa-
30 chusetts.
31 Section 238. A person who desires to be registered as a
32 physical therapist or licensed as a physical therapy assistant

shall apply to the board, in writing, on an application formic
34 prescribed and furnished by the board. He shall include in
35 his application statements under oath satisfactory to the
36 board, showing that he possesses the qualifications prelim-
-37 inary to examination required by section twenty-three C or

the qualifications required by section twenty-three D, as the
39 case may be. At the time of filing his application, an appli-
40 cant for registration as a physical therapist shall pay to the
41 board a fee of forty dollars, and an applicant for licensure
42 as a physical therapy assistant shall pay a fee of thirty-five
43 dollars
44 Section 23G. To be eligible for registration by the board
45 as physical therapist or for licensure as a physical therapy
46 assistant, an applicant shall:
47 (u) Be of good moral charact
48 (b) In the case of an applicant for registration as a phys-

49 ical therapist, have graduated from an educational program
50 within the United States leading to professional qualification
51 in physical therapy, which program was approved at the
52 time of his graduation by the appropriate sub-body of the

53 American Medical Association in collaboration with the
54 American Physical Therapy Association or, if graduated
55 prior to nineteen hundred and thirty-six, by the American
56 Physical Therapy Association; or have graduated from an
57 educational program in physical therapy chartered in a sov^^P
58 ereign state outside the United States of America and have
59 furnished to the board such eAddence as it may require: (1)
60 that his education is Substantially the equivalent of that of
61 graduates of approved programs in the United States, and
62 (2) as to his qualifications, including proficiency in the
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63 English language, to practice physical therapy;
64 (c) In the case of an applicant for licensure as a physical
65 therapy assistant, have graduated from a program for phys-
-66 ical therapy assistants which shall be at least a two-year pro-
-67 gram approved by the American Physical Therapy Asso-
-68 ciation and offered by a college accredited by a recognized
69 accrediting agency; or have graduated from an educational
70 program for physical therapy assistants chartered in a sov-
-71 ereign state outside the United States of America and have
72 furnished to the board such documentary evidence as it may
73 require: (1) that his education is substantially the equiv-
-74 alent of that of graduates of approved programs in the
75 United States, and (2) as to his qualifications to practice as
76 a physical therapy assistant, and
77 ( d ) Pass to the satisfaction of the board an examination con-
78 ducted by it to determine his fitness to practice as a physical
79 therapist or as a physical therapy assistant, as the case may be.
80 Section 23D. The board may, in its discretion and without
81 examination, register as a physical therapist or license as a
82 physical therapy assistant, as the case may be, any appli-
-83 cant who is a physical therapist or a physical therapy assist-
-84 ant registered or licensed under the laws of another state
85 or territory of the United States of America, the District of
86 Columbia or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico if the qual-
87 itications and requirements for a registered physical thera
88 pist or a licensed physical therapy assistant in such other
89 state, territory, district or commonwealth were at the date
90 of registration or licensure therein substantially equal to
91 those demanded of persons registered or licensed under sec-
-92 tion twenty-three C hereof. At the time of making such
93 application, the applicant shall pay the board a fee of
94 twentv-five dollars.
95 Section 23E. The board shall examine applicants for reg-
-96 istration as physical therapists or for licensure as physical
97 therapy assistants at such times and places as it may deter-
-98 mine and shall conduct at least two examinations for physi-
-99 cal therapists and two for physical therapy assistants in each

100 calendar year. It shall appoint an advisory committee of
101 at least three registered physical therapists to aid it in such
102 examinations and in the other aspects of the board’s activ-
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103 ities relating to physical therapy. The content, conduct and
104 grading of examinations shall he determined by the board
105 subject to the concurrence of a majority of the said advisory
106 committee. Any applicant who fails to pass an examination
107 may take a second examination upon the payment of an addi-
-108 tional application fee of ten dollars, and must be so re-exam-
-100 ined at the next scheduled examination. Upon failure of an
110 applicant to pass a second examination the board may re-
-111 quire him to complete additional courses of study as desig-
-112 nated by the board, in which case he shall be required, be-
-113 fore taking another examination, to present to the board
114 satisfactory evidence of having completed the required addi-
-115 tional courses and shall pay an additional fee of thirty-five
116 dollars, as the case may be.
117 Section 23F. The board shall register as a physical thera-
-118 pist, or license as a physical therapy assistant, each appli-
-119 cant who proves to the satisfaction of the board his fitness
120 for registration or licensure under the provisions of sections
121 twenty-three A to twenty-three O, inclusive. It shall issue
122 to each person so registered or licensed a certificate of reg-
-123 istration or licensure which shall be prima facie evidence
124 of the right of such person to represent himself as a regis-
-125 tered physical therapist or a licensed physical therapy as-
-126 sistant, as the case may be.
127 Section 23G. Every registered physical therapist shall,
128 during January of every even-numbered year, apply to the
129 board for a renewal of his registration and pay a fee of five
130 dollars, and every physical therapy assistant shall, during
131 January of every odd-numbered year, apply to the board for
132 a renewal of his license and pay a fee of five dollars. Any
133 registration or license not so renewed prior to April first
134 in any such year shall automatically lapse on said date.
135 The board may in its discretion revive and extend a lapsed
136 registration or license granted under the provisions of sec-
-137 tions twenty-three B through twenty-three P on the payment
138 of all unpaid renewal fees.
139 Section 23H. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections
140 (ft) and (c) of section twenty-three A, an applicant for reg-
-141 istration as a physical therapist, or for licensure as a physi-
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142 cal therapy assistant, who meets the qualifications described
in subsections (a) through (d) of section twenty-three C may,
between the date of filing such application and the announce-
ment of the results of the next succeeding examination for
registration or licensure, practice as a physical therapist
under the direction of a doctor or a physical therapist, or as
a physical therapy assistant under the direction of a physical
therapist. If any person so practicing as a physical therapist
or as a physical therapy assistant fails to qualify for and
pass the first announced examination after filing for regis-
tration or licensure, all privileges under this section shall
automatically cease upon due notice to the applicant of such
failure. Such privileges shall be renewed upon filing for a
second examination for registration or licensure as provided
in section twenty-three E, and shall automatically cease upon
due notice to the applicant that he has failed to pass the
second examination.

143
144
145
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147
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149
150
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,% 152
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Section 231. The board, after due notice and hearing, may
refuse to issue a certificate of registration or of licensure
to any person, and may suspend or revoke the certificate of
any person, who has:

159
160
161
162

(a) practiced physical therapy other than upon the re-
ferral of a doctor, or has practiced as a physical therapy
assistant other than under the direction of a physical thera-
pist;

163
164
165
166

{h) used drugs or intoxicating liquors to an extent which
affects his professional competence;

167
168

(c) been convicted of a felony or of a crime involving moral
turpitude;

169
170

(d) obtained or attempted to obtain a license by fraud or
deception;

171
172

(e) been grossly negligent in his practice as a physical
therapist or as a physical therapy assistant;

173
174

(/) been adjudged mentally ill or incompetent by a court of
competent jurisdiction;

175
*176

(g) been guilty of conduct unbecoming a physical therapist
or a physical therapy assistant or of conduct detrimental to
the best interest of the public, or

177
178
170

{h) practiced as a physical therapist or as a physical ther-180
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181 apy assistant without having been duly registered or licensed
so to do.182

Section 23J. The board may adopt reasonable rules to
carry into effect sections twenty-three A to twenty-three O,
inclusive, and may amend and revoke such rules at its dis-
cretion. The board shall keep a record of its proceedings and
a roster of all persons registered or licensed by it. The roster
shall contain the name of every living registrant or licensee,
his last known business and residential addresses and the
date and number of his certificate as a physical therapist or

IS3

184
185
186
IST
188
189
190

physical therapy assistant191
shall investigate every alleged
three A to twenty-three O, in-
and shall report to the proper

Section 23K. The board
violation of sections twenty
elusive, coming to its notice
prosecuting officers all cases
hoard warrant prosecution.

192
193
194

which in the judgment of the
Every police officer shall in-

195
196

vestigate each alleged violation of said sections which comes197
to his notice or of which he has received complaint, and he198
shall apprehend and arrest all violators. It shall be the duty199

200 of the attorney general and of the several district attorneys
to prosecute violators of said sections,201

202 Section 23L. No person without a valid and subsisting
203 certificate of registration as a physical therapist, or of lieen-
-204 sure as a physical therapy assistant, as the case may be,

shall practice as a physical therapist or as a physical therapy205
assistant, nor in any manner represent himself as a physical206

207 therapist, or a physical therapy assistant, nor use in con-
nection with his name the words or letters, “Registered Phys208
ical Therapist”, “Licensed Physical Therapy Assistant”,209
Physical Therapist”, “Physical Therapy Assistant”, “Phys-210

iotherapist”, “Physical Therapy Technician”, “Doctor of211
Physical Therapy”, “R.P.T.”, “P.T ”, “L.P.T.A.”, “Ph. T”,21
P.T.A.”, “PT. D.”, “P.T.T.”, or any other letters, words,213

abbreviations or insignia, indicating or implying that he is214
215 a physical therapist or a physical therapy assistant
216 Section 23M. Any person who violates any provision of

sections twenty-three A to twenty-three O, inclusive, or who217
makes a wilfully false oath or affirmation in any case in218
which an oath or affirmation is required under said sections,219
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220 or who obtains or attempts to obtain registration or licen-
-221 sure by any fraudulent representation, shall be punished by
222 a tine of not less than one hundred dollars nor more than
223 one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment for not more than
224 three months, or both.
225 Section 23N. Xo person shall practice as a physical ther-
-226 apist except upon referral of a doctor nor as a physical
227 therapy assistant except under the direction of a physical
22S therapist. Xothing in sections twenty-three A to twenty-three
229 0. inclusive, shall be construed as authorizing a physical
230 therapist or a physical therapy assistant to practice medi-
-231 cine, osteopathy, chiropractic or any other form or method
232 of healing not specified in section 23A.
233 Section 230. Xothing contained in sections twenty-three
234 A to twenty-three X, inclusive, shall be construed to in-
-235 validate any registration issued by the board prior to the
236 effective date hereof or to prohibit any person employed as
237 a physical therapist or as a physical therapy assistant by an
238 agency of the federal government from practicing physical
239 therapy or performing the activities of a physical therapy
240 assistant while discharging his official duties as such em-
-241 ployee.

1 Section 2. Section 23Q of chapter 112 of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out the words, “Eegis-
-3 tered Physical Therapists Law”, and inserting the words:—
4 “Physical Therapy Law”.

1 Section 3. Xotwithstanding the provisions of sections
2 twenty-three A to twenty-three O, inclusive, of chapter one
3 hundred and twelve of the General Laws, as appearing in
4 section one of this act, the board of registration in medicine
5 shall license without examination any person who applies
6 for such license on or before June thirtieth, nineteen hundred
7 and seventy-one and who, on the effective date of this act,
8 (1) was practicing in the commonwealth as a physical ther-
-9 apy assistant in a competent manner under the direction of

10 a physical therapist and had been so practicing continuously
11 during the three years immediately preceding said effective
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12 date, and (2) is of good moral character. Such applicant,
13 having proved to the satisfaction of the board his qualiflca-
-14 tions under this section, shall pay the board a fee of thirty-five
15 dollars and shall be entitled to a certificate of licensure.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect on January first,
2 nineteen hundred and seventy-one.


