
HOUSE . No. 4121
By Mr. Aleixo of Taunton, petition of Wright Williamson, Charles L.

Flannery and Theodore J. Aleixo, Jr., for legislation to establish a board of
registration of certified social workers. Social Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy

An Act establishing a board of registration of certified

social workers.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House oj Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
jolloivs:

1 Section 1. There shall be a board of registration of
2 certified social workers in this section and the following
3 sections referred to as the board. The board shall consist of
4 five members to be appointed by the Governor, citizens of the
5 commonwealth, each of whom shall have been engaged in the
6 practice of social work for a period of five years or more prior
7 to his appointment and shall be eligible to become a regis-
-8 tered certified social worker.
9 In making the original appointment to the board, the

10 Governor shall appoint one member for a term of one year,
11 two members for a term of two years each and two members
12 for terms of three years each. As the term of office of a
13 member of the board expires, his successor shall be appointed
14 in like manner for a term of three years. Each member shall
15 continue to serve until the qualification of his successor.
l6 The governor may also fill any vacancy in the board for the
17 unexpired portion of the term.

1 Section 2. The board shall hold at least two regular
2 meetings each year and may hold such special meetings as it
3 may determine. At the first regular meeting each year, the
4 board shall organize and choose a chairman who shall be a
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5 member of the board and a secretary who may, but need not
6 be a member of the board. At all meetings of the board a
7 quorum shall consist of three members.

1 Section 3. The members of the board shall serve without
2 compensation, except that there shall be paid by the com-
-3 monwealth to the secretary, whether a member of the board
4 or not, a salary of five hundred dollars. Each member shall
5 receive from the commonwealth the necessary travel and
6 other expenses actually incurred by him in the performance-
-7 of his duties. The board may appoint such clerks as may be*
8 necessary; provided that the salary of the secretary and
9 expenses of the members of the board and its employees, and

10 the expenses of the board, shall not be in excess of the
11 receipts for registration and from other sources that have
12 been received by the state treasurer from the board.

1 Section 4. Registration.—The Board of registration of
2 certified social workers, in this section and in the following
3 sections referred to as the board, shall register as a certified
4 social worker and issue a certificate of “Certified Social
5 Worker” to any person who (1) is a citizen of the United
6 States, (2) is domiciled in the Commonwealth, (3) has
7 attained the age of twenty-one years, (4) is of good moral
8 character, (5) shall have successfully passed a written exami-
-9 nation given by the board in such subjects as the board shall

10 determine to be appropriate, or shall receive a partial or total
11 waiver of examination under regulations made by the board,
12 (6) shall have satisfied the board that he meets the require-
-13 ments respecting education and experience set by regulations
14 made by the board under this section.
15 The board shall issue regulations and may revoke or amend
16 them from time to time, setting the requirements of educa-
-17 tion and experience which it deems necessary and appropriate^
18 to assure professional standards of ability and responsibility
19 in the practice of social work. These regulations shall reflect
20 the generally accepted standards for certified social
21 workers.
22 The board may also issue regulations and may revoke them
23 from time to time in accordance with the applicable proce-
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dures of chapter thirty A, relative to;-—(1) the eligibility of
candidates to take any particular examination;

24
25

(2) the times and places of such examinations;26
(3) the administration and grading of said examinations,

including the obtaining of such advice and assistance as it
deems appropriate respecting such administration and grad-

it

28

29
30 mg

(4) the subject matter of said examination31
Q9 (5) the granting of credit for successful completion of

übstantially equivalent examinations, or parts thereof, given33

I 34 by the licensing authority of any other state; provided, that
when the candidate took such examination in such other
state, he was not domiciled in this commonwealth;

30

36

he granting of partial credit to a candidate who passes6i

the examination in one or more subjects, the re-examination38

of such candidate in the other required subjects and the re-39 of such candidate in the other rei

40 examination of any other candidat
41 (7) the applicable date of r(7) the applicable date of particular educational and

experience requirements to candidates, including provision42
43 for cases of undue hardship;

(8) the fees for examinations and re-examinations;44
45 (9) the waiver of examination for any person otherwise

qualified under this section and the regulations hereunder46
who holds a certificate as a certified social worker, which is in47
full force and effect, issued under the laws of any other state.48
or who holds a certificate, license or degree issued under or49

50 recognized by the laws of any foreign country which qualified
him to practice social work in such country and which is in51
full force and effect, comparable to that of a certified socialn9

worker of this Commonwealth; and53
54 (10) any other subject appropriate to the proper and

efficient administration of the provisions of this section..).)

Section 5. Any person who holds a certificate as a certified
social worker issued under this section or the following
sections, shall be styled and known as a “Certified Social
Worker” and may also use the abbreviation C.S.W.

1
42
3
4

1 Section 6. The regulations issued by the board shall
provide that until July 1, 1971, examination of applicants may
be waived for applicants, otherwise qualified who:

2

3
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(1) has ten years or more of full time social work expe-
rience acceptable to the board, or

4
o
6 (2) has a bachelor’s degree and five years or more of full

time social work experience acceptable to the board, ori

(3) has successfully completed one year of professional
education in a graduate school of social work approved by the
board and has three years or more of full time social work
experience after such schooling acceptable to the board, or

8
9

10
11

(4) has successfully completed two years of professional
education in a graduate school of social work approved by the
board without receiving a master’s degree and
has two years or more of full time social work experience
acceptable to the board, or

12
13
14
15
16

(5) has obtained his Master’s degree in social work at an
accredited graduate school of social work.

17
18

Section 7. Social work experience that would qualify for
the purpose of certification under the preceding section must
be based on employment in a governmental agency or non-
profit making organization, organized and operated exclu-
sively for religious, charitable, scientific or educational pur-
poses, which provides in full, or as part of its program, an
organized social work service or training for social work. Such
governmental and non-profit making agencies include, but
are not limited to: public assistance, child welfare, courts,
correctional agencies, family service agencies, hospitals,
mental hygiene clinics, community centers, community coun-
cils, schools of social work.

1
9

o
6

4
5
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7

8
9

10
11
12

1 Section 8. An advisory council in social work consisting of
2 the deans of the graduate schools of social work in the
3 commonwealth, shall aid and assist the board in implement-
-4 ing the provisions of this law.

1 Section 9. The board may suspend or revoke a certifica^
2 tion issued by it to any person, after notice and hearing, if it
3 finds that the person so certified to be guilty of a crime
4 involving moral turpitude or unprofessional conduct which is

5 defined to include (a) fraud or misrepresentation in obtaining
6 certification ( b ) gross negligence, fraud or misconduct in the
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conduct of his practice or profession or (c) violation of any
rule or regulation issued by the board.

Section 10. Whoever holds himself out to the public or
engages in the practice of social work without being properly
certified to do so by the board, shall be punished by a fine of
not less than one hundred dollars nor more than one thou-
sand dollars or by imprisonment for not less than thirty days
nor more than one year, or both.








