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By Mr. Cohen, a petition of Beryl W. Cohen for legislation relative to
improving the performance of the Consumers’ Council Government Regula-
tions.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy.

An Act relative to improving the performance of the
CONSUMERS’ COUNCIL.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter Six of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 striking out Section 115, as appearing in section two ot
3 Chapter 773 of the Acts of 1963, and inserting therin the fol-
-4 lowing section:
5 There shall be a consumers council, herein after called the
6 council, consisting of five members to be appointed by the
7 Governor, with the advice and consent of the executive coun-
-8 cil, for terms concurrent with that of the Governor, one of
9 whom shall be President of the Massachusetts State Labor

10 Council, AFL-CIO and no more than three of whom shall be
11 members of the same major political party; and at least one
12 of whom shall represent a consumer’s group; and the Attorney
13 General or his designee. The chairmen of the council shall
14 be designated by the governor from time to time. Said mem-
-15 bers shall serve without compensation, but shall receive their
16 expenses necessarily incurred in the performance of their
17 duties. The council shall meet monthly and at other times
18 at the call of the chairmen.
19 The council shall conduct studies, investigations and re-

-20 search and advise the executive and legislative branches in
21 matters affecting consumer interests, co-ordinate consumers
22 services carried on by departments and agencies, further con-

-23 sumer education, inform the public through appearances be-
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24 lore federal and state committee, commission or department
25 hearings, or otherwise, of such policies, decisions or legisla-
-26 tion as are beneficial or detrimental to consumers, inform the
27 governor and the attorney general and other law enforce-
-28 ment agencies of such violations of laws or regulations affect-
-29 ing consumers as its investigations or Studies may reveal,
30 and study and report all matters referred to it by the general
31 court or the governor. The council shall appear through its
32 chairman or a member or person designated by him, or
33 through the attorney general, for and in behalf of the peo-
-34 pie of the commonwealth before boards, commissioners, com-
-35 missions, departments or agencies of the commonwealth in
36 any hearing or matter affecting the rights of the consuming
37 public or in any proceeding seeking the curtailment of rail-
-38 road services or an increase of rates or costs of services or
39 commodities, and shall be deemed an aggrieved party for the
40 purpose of judicial or administrative review of any decision
41 or ruling in any such proceedings in which it has so appeared,
42 any other provision of law to the contrary notwithstanding.
43 The council may appoint an executive secretary who shall
44 not be subject to chapter thirty-one, and shall with the
45 approval of the governor and executive council fix his salary.
46 The council may appoint such other assistants, consultants,
47 investigators and experts as it deems necessary to carry out
48 the provisions of this section. Said council shall be provided
49 with offices in the state house or elsewhere in the city of
50 Boston. It may call upon any department, board, commission
51 or officer of the commonwealth or of any political subdivi-
-52 sion of the commonwealth for such information as it may
63 desire in the course of its duties.
54 The council may hold public hearings and shall establish
55 rules of procedure governing the conduct of its hearings which
56 shall be made available in printed form to each witness prior
57 to his testimony, and may require by summons the attendance
58 and testimony of witnesses under oath and the production of
59 books and papers. Witnesses shall have the right to be rep-
-60 resented by counsel and shall, before testifying, be sworn.
61 The council may request of the attorney general such legal
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assistance as may be necessary in carrying out the duties
and functions of the council. The council shall file an annual
report with the Secretary of State, and shall on or before
the first Wednesday in November of each year make a re-
port to the governor and the general court, such report to be
filed with the Clerk of the House of Representatives, with
recommendations and drafts of legislation necessary to further
the objectives of this section.




