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By Mr. Weeks, a petition of .Ralph E. Rose, Jr., William D. Weeks and
Charles W. Mann for legislation to further regulate the use of flares for
motor vehicles disabled on 'the public ways. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by theauthority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The first paragraph of section 148 of chapter 85
2 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by section 1
3 of chapter 234 of the acts of 1953, is hereby further amended
4 by striking out the second sentence and inserting in place
5 thereof the following two sentences: Whenever any other
6 vehicle becomes so disabled, the operator shall, during the
7 time lights are required to be displayed on motor vehicles,
8 place a flare on the traveled part of the way in the center of
9 the traffic lane in which such disabled vehicle remains and

10 distant approximately one hundred feet from such vehicle in
11 the direction of traffic approaching in that lane. The word
12 “flare” as used in this section shall mean either a lighted pot
13 torch, a lighted red electric lamp, or a red emergency reflector
14 warning device of the quilateral triangle type, which con-
-15 forms to the requirements of the specifications adopted by
16 the interstate commerce commission for the construction
17 and performance of such devices and bears the label of the
18 Underwriters’ Laboratory, Inc.

1 Section 2. Said section 148 of said chapter 85 is hereby
2 further amended by striking out the second paragraph, els
3 most recently amended by section 2 of said chapter 234, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:
5 Every commercial vehicle to which the first sentence of this
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6 section applies shall, when operated on any street or highway
7 during the period in which lights are required to be displayed
8 on motor vehicles, carry three flares in a position where they
9 are easily accessible to any peron desiring to use the same

10 and to any officer or official authorized to inspect said vehicle,
11 and every vehicle to which the second sentence of this section
12 applies shall, when so operated during said period, carry one
13 flare in said position.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect on January first, nine-*
2 teen hundred and seventy-one.
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