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By Mr. Umana, a petition of Van Ness Associates, by Van Ness H. Bates,
chairman, the Mass. Improvement Association, Inc., by Van Ness H. Bates,
president, Mario Umana, James A. Kelly, Jr., Martin A. Linsky and Maurice
E. Frye, Jr,, for legislation to provide for the acquisition and development by
or through the Commonwealth of Massachusetts of certain properties and
rights for airport and civic and other public interest purposes in Plymouth
County; and to appropriate funds for these said purposes. Transportation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy.

An Act to provide for the acquisition and development by or
THROUGH THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS OF CERTAIN

PROPERTIES AND RIGHTS FOR AIRPORT AND CIVIC AND OTHER PUBLIC
INTEREST PURPOSES IN PLYMOUTH COUNTY, AND TO APPROPRIATE
FUNDS FOR THESE SAID PURPOSES.

Be itenacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The department of public works, hereinafter
2 termed the department, shall proceed forthwith to acquire,
3 in the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, all lands
4 water areas, properties, easements and/or any realty, utility
5 or other rights as in consultation and/or cooperation with
6 the Massachusetts aeronautics commission, the Massachu-
-7 setts port authority, the department of natural resources, the
8 department of community affairs and any other federal, state,
9 county, municipal or other governmental authorities or agen-

-10 cies may be deemed expedient or necessary for the follow-
-11 ing purposes:
12 (a) to create an adequate international-type airport of
13 not less than ten thousand (10,000) nor more than twenty-
-14 one thousand (21,000) acres in any advisable parts of the
15 townships of Bridgewater, Halifax, Kingston, Middlebor-
-16 ough and Plympton.
17 (b) to establish a new municipality of not less than fif-
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18 teen thousand (15,000) nor more than twenty-five thous-
-19 and (25,000) acres in any advisable parts of the townships
20 of Carver, Kingston, Plymouth and Plympton.
21 (c) to acquire such realty or other rights in, or control
22 of, contiguous, adjacent or fringe areas or buffer zones of
23 the said airport or municipality areas as may be deemed
24 advisable or necessary for the public interests.

1 Section 2. The airport shall be named and known as the
2 Pilgrim International Airport; and the new municipality shall
3 be named and known as Pilgrim City.

1 Section 3. The department shall proceed to make all ac-
-2 quisitions deemed necessary, and certify the cost and circum-
-3 stances of each transaction to the treasurer of the Common-
-4 wealth in such form and detail as he may prescribe. Such
5 acquisitions may be either in the airport or the municipal-
-6 ity areas or in the contiguous, adjacent or fringe areas or
7 buffer zones. The department may make its acquisitions ei-
-8 ther by eminent domain or negotiation. If by eminent do-
-9 main, the department is hereby authorized to exercise any

10 necessary powers as provided for in chapter seventy-nine of
11 the General Laws as amended to date. If by negotiation, the
12 department may purchase or lease (with or without option
13 to buy) any properties or rights, either publicly or privately
14 owned, at a cost not to exceed fifty percent more than aver-

-15 age assessed values for the two years preceding the taking
16 effect of this Act adjusted to appraised full market values for
17 said years by the municipal assessing authorities of the re-
-18 spective townships, or other public assessing authorities for
19 any federal, state or county properties or rights involved.

1 Section 4. The department shall, in consultation and/or
2 cooperation with the federal, state, county or municipal au-
-3 thorities or other governmental authorities or agencies spe-
-4 cified in Section 1, prepare master plans for both airport and
5 municipality areas development. These plans shall include
6 such matters as rail and road access to Boston and elsewhere;
7 airport terminal, runways and general service areas design;
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and flight control and other basic facilities; as well as civic
center layout for the municipality and general plan of de-
velopment for an adequate system of highways, housing,
commercial, industrial, educational, recreational and other us-
ual civic needs.

8
9

10
11
12

Section 5. The department, through its division of water-
ways, shall proceed to reclaim and improve all necessary wet-
lands, swamps, bogs, ponds and streams to desired grades and
conditions; and shall provide adequate conduit or other drain-
age facilities for the entire areas involved either directly or
indirectly. The Taunton river in Bridgewater and Middle-
borough may also be relocated, if found expedient, in such
new location and to such width and depth as may be deemed
adequate, together with such changes in tributary streams as
may be indicated as desirable.
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Section 6. The department shall prepare such time sched-
ules for the execution of its necessary operations and the
estimated costs thereof as it can reasonably do at six month
intervals, and transmit these to the governor and treasurer of
the Commonwealth. The department shall have the right to
lease back to owners of properties, or to others when the
department, for the Commonwealth, has become the owner,
the use of such properties for such periods of time and on
such terms as the department may fix and the district court
of Plymouth county approve. But under none other than wil-
ling written consent shall any property holder be dispossessed
and/or evicted without six months written due notice from
the department by certified or registered mail. Nor shall any
cranberry bog or other active agricultural area be taken be-
fore the current harvest season ends.
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1 Section 7. The department, on its own initiative, or on
2 written request of any governmental authority or agency
3 specified in Section 1, may retain special consultants or extra-
4 departmental services for such services and on such terms as
5 the department may deem warranted and for the best public
6 interests.
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1 Section 8. The department shall petition the United States
2 departments of Transportation and of Housing and Urban
3 Development for advance and other planning and general
4 grants, contributions or loans, and for other aid and advice
5 as regards federal aviation interests, federal subsidized or
6 owned housing, and all other matters involving federal-state
7 relations in all relevant regards.

1 Section 9. The governor of the Commonwealth shall cause
2 to be presented to the United States department of State the
3 concept of the petitioners for this Act of the Pilgrim Interna-
-4 tional Airport and the Pilgrim City as a composite “Pilgrim-
-5 age Port of Entry” for all organized, approved, and to any
6 degree federally or state subsidized educational, economic or
7 cultural groups from anywhere to be welcomed and lodged in
8 a federally-state supervised “Amity Village” within Pilgrim
9 City before and/or after prearranged tours or study trips of

10 any parts or elements of the United States or its institutions,
11 enterprise or other approved objectives. Also that the govern-
-12 or shall propose to the United States government that Pil-
-13 grim City be dedicated as a federal-state three hundred and
14 fiftieth anniversary commemoration of the founding of the
15 Plymouth colony by the Pilgrims in 1620 on Thanksgiving
16 Day, 1970, or as soon thereafter as may be practicable.

1 Section 10. The department shall advise the governor and
2 the treasurer of the Commonwealth as to its estimated finan-
-3 dal requirements in all the foregoing regards at six month
4 intervals. The treasurer shall thereupon make provision for
5 such financings and shall cause notes or bonds of the Com-
-6 monwealth to be issued at such rates and on such terms as
7 he, with the advice and consent of the governor and the gov-
-8 ernor’s council, shall deem best for the public interests up to
9 the amount, hereby authorized and appropriated, in the first

10 instance, of two hundred million dollars. The treasurer shall
11 advise the governor and governor’s council as to the need for
12 increments of this appropriated amount as soon as such need
13 is certified to him in writing by the department.
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1 Section 11. The provisions of this Act are separable, and
2 the invalidity of any provision or part thereof shall not in-
-3 validate the others.

1 Section 12. (Emergency Preamble) This Act, involving
2 matters of great and urgent import to the Commonwealth,
3 shall take effect upon its passage.
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