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hearing and speaking than to reading and writing, and should be free 
to approach the teaching of classics with varying degrees of stress on the 
several areas of instruction. In  this case, oral-choral, as well as individual 
oral work, is recommended. In  the classical languages, regardless of 
approach, ample opportunity should be provided for reading, writing, 
and language analysis. 

In modern foreign languages, the skills in the initial stages should 
be developed in this order: hearing, speaking, reading, and writing. The 
language presented for the pupil's imitation and use should be acceptable 
to natives as normal cultured usage. The sounds of the language should 
be in complete meaningful utterances. Use of English by the pupil or 
teacher should be kept to a minimum. Oral practice material shouid be 
based on what has been already heard by the pupil, and reading material 
on what has been heard and repeated. The pupil should be asked to 
write only what he has already read in the foreign language. Language 
should be presented through a study of structural patterns under the 
guidance of the teacher. Grammatical generalizations should be arrived 
at inductively only after the student has oral control of the material. 

How to Attain Cultural Objectives 
The pupil must be given opportunity to develop an understanding 

of the cultural patterns of the country with the interpretation given 
them by members of the culture. 

Very useful in creating a cultural atmosphere in the classroom are 
well-chosen realia characteristic of the country concerned such as pictures, 
books, magazines, maps, posters, coins, stamps, art objects, clothing, etc.; 
also, carefully selected authentic recordings, films, filmstrips, slides and 
tapes properly integrated with the language curriculum. 

Significant cultural items, both linguistic and non-linguistic, should 
receive attention as they are met in the class readings. In the initial 
stages, the cultural content will center about the personal contribution of 
the teacher. Later, native speakers may be brought into the classroom 
or recordings by a native on tape or disc may be purchased or made. 

Literature should be chosen which exemplifies the literary aspirations 
of the best writers of the country. This reading should be in the original, 
unadapted and uncontrived. I t  should present material of increasing 
difficulty which is consistent with the intellectual maturity and linguistic 
knowledge of the student. 

The literary text should serve as a point of departure for discussions 
and/or leading questions in the foreign language which will lead to an 
intellectual comprehension and an aesthetic appreciation of the text. 
In order to achieve the latter the student should be able to give brief 
but pertinent information on the historical and literary background of 
the writer and his work. He should be able to make a general statement 
summarizing the content along the lines of the "who, what, when, where, 
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APPENDIX A 
The  following statement was prepared by the Steering Committee' of the Foreign 

Language Program of the Modern Language Association of America in 1955 and was 
subsequently endorsed for publication by the MLA Executive Council, by the Modern 
Language Committee of the Secondary Education Board, by the Committee on the 
Language Program of the American Council of Learned Societies, and by the execu- 
tive boards or councils of the following national and regional organizations: National 
Federation of Modem Language Teachers Associations, American Association of Teach- 
ers of French, American Association of Teachers of German, American Association of 
Teachers of Italian, American Association of Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese, 
American Association of Teachers of Slavic and Eastern European Languages, Central 
States Modern Language Teachers Association, Middle States Association of Modern 
Language Teachers, New England Modern Language Association, Northeast Confer- 
ence on the Teaching of Foreign Languages, Northwest Conference on Foreign Lan- 
guage Teaching, Philological Association of the Pacific Coast, Rocky Mountain Modern 
Language Association, South Atlantic Modern Language Association, and South-Central 
Modern Language Association: 

"Qualifications for Secondary School Teachers of Modern Foreign Languages 
I t  is vitally important that teachers of modem foreign languages be adequately 

prepared for a task which more and more Americans are declaring essential to the 
national welfare. Though a majority of the language teachers in our schools are well 
trained, many have been poorly or inadequately prepared, often ,through no fault of 
their own. The  undersigned therefore present this statement of what they consider 
the minimal, good, and superior qualifications of a secondary school teacher of a 
modern foreign language. 

We regret that the minimum here stated cannot yet include real proficiency in the 
foreign tongue or more than a superficial knowledge of the foreign culture. I t  must be 
clearly understood that teaching by persons who cannot meet this minimal standard 
will not produce results which our profession can endorse as making ,the distinctive 
contribution of language learning to American Life in the second half of the twentieth 
century. 

Our  lowest level of preparation is not recommended. I t  is here stated only as a 
point of departure which carries with i,t the responsibility for continued study and 
self-improvement, through graduate and in-service training, toward the levels of the 
good and superior preparation. 

Those who subscribe to this statement hope that the teacher of foreign languages 
(1) will have the personal qualities which make an effective teacher, (2) has received a 
well-balanced education, including a knowledge of our own American culture, and 
(3) has received the appropriate training in professional education, psychology, and 
secondary school methods. I t  is not our purpose to define further these criteria. We 
are concerned here with the specific criteria for a teacher of modem foreign languages. 

'Theodore Andersson, Associate Professor of French and Associate Director, Master of 
Arts in Teaching Program, Yale University; Josephine R. Bruno, Head, Department of Modern 
Foreign Languages, Medford (Massachusetts) High School, representing the American Associa- 
tion of Teachers of Italian; Stephen A. Freeman, Vice President of Middlebury College, 
Director of the Middlebury Summer Language Schools, President of the National Federation 
of Modern Language Teachem Associations; Renee J. Fulton, Administrative Assistant. Bureau 
of Curriculum Rmearch, New York City Board of Education, representing the American 
Association of Teachers of French; Claude P. Lemieux. Professor of Russian, U. S. Naval 
Academy, Secretary-Treasurer of the American Association of Teachers of Slavic and East 
European Languages and representing this Association; Albert H. Marckwardt, Profmsor of 
English, University of Michigan, member oE the Committee on the Language Program of the 
American Council of Learned Societies; Bayard Q. Morgan, Professor Emeritus of German, 
Stanford University, former editor of the Modern Language Journal; Werner Neuse, Professor 
of German and Director of the German School, Middlebury College, Prmident of the American 
Association of Teachers of German and representing this Association; Howard Lee Nostrand, 
Professor and Executive Officer of Romance Languages, University of Washington, Donald D. 
Walsh, Head of the Spanish Department, The Choate School, editor of Hirpania, representing 
the American Association of Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese. 
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Test--Such information and insight can be tested for levels 1 and 2 by multiple- 
choice and free response items on pronunciation, intonation patterns, and syntax; for 
levels 2 and 3, items on philology and descriptive linguistics. 

6. Culture 
Minimal-An awareness of language as an essential element among the learned 

and shared experiences that combine to form a par,ticular culture, and a rudimentary 
knowledge of the geography, history, literature, art, social customs, and contemporary 
civilization of the foreign people. 

Good-Firsthand knowledge of some literary masterpieces, an understanding of 
the principal ways in which the foreign culture resembles and differs from our own, 
and possession of an organized body of information on the foreign people and their 
civilization. 

Superior-An enlightened understanding of the foreign people and their culture, 
achieved through personal contact, preferably by travel and residence abroad, through 
study of systematic description of the foreign culture, and through study of literature 
and the arts. 

Test-Such information and insight can be tested by multiple-choice literary and 
cultural acquaintance tests for levels 1 and 2; for level 3, written comments on pas- 
sages of prose or poetry that discuss or reveal significant aspects of the foreign culture. 

7. Professional Preparation 

Note the final paragraph of the prefatory statement of this Appendix (p. 14). 
Minimal-Some knowledge of effective methods and techniques of language teach- 

ing. 
Good-The ability to apply knowledge of methods and techniques to the teaching 

situation (e.g., audio-visual techniques) and to relate one's teaching of *the language 
to other areas of the curriculum. 

Superior-A mastery of recognized teaching methods, and the ability to experi- 
ment with and evaluate new methods and techniques. 

Test-Such knowledge and ability can be tested by multi-choice answers to ques- 
tions on pedagogy and language-teaching methods, plus written comment on language- 
teaching situations." 
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