
HOUSE No. 4314
By Mr. Flaherty of Cambridge, petition of Michael S. Dukakis

relative to increasing the aid to cities and towns for highway
maintenance. Transportation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One.*

An Act providing increased aid to cities and towns for
HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 81 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out sections 26, 27, 28 and 29 and
3 inserting in place thereof the following sections:
4 Section 26. Highway Maintenance Grants to Towns. There
5 shall be paid annualy to each town from the Highway Fund
6 established by section thirty-four of chapter ninety, without
7 specific appropriation by the general court, such amounts as
8 may be determined in accordance with the following three
9 sections, for reimbursement in part of expenditures made by

10 the several towns for the maintenance and repair of ways other
11 than state highways. For the purpose of this and the three fol-
-12 lowing sections, maintenance shall include street lighting, snow re-
-13 moval and the maintenance of sidewalks, curbing, bridges, cul-
-14 verts, drains, traffic control devices and signs.
15 Section 27. Highway Maintenance Grants to Towns; Classi-

±l6 fication of Towns. The department shall every five years
17 establish the classification of each town according to the follow-
18 ing schedule based upon the number of motor vehicles reg-
-19 istered in the town in the preceding calendar year and the
20 number of miles of town way as determined by said de-
-21 partment;
22 Class I. The city of Boston.
23 Class 11. Towns having two hundred and fifty or more reg
24 istered motor vehicles per mile.
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25 Class 111. Towns having at least two hundred but less than
26 two hundred and fifty registered motor vehicles per mile.
27 Class IV. Towns having at least one hundred and fifty but
28 less than two hundred registered motor vehicles per mile.
29 Class V. Towns having at least one hundred but less than
30 one hundred and fifty registered motor vehicles per mile.
31 Class VI. Towns having at least seventy but less than one
32 hundred registered motor vehicles per mile. f
33 Class VII. Towns having at least fifty but less than seventy
34 registered motor vehicles per mile.
35 Class IX. Towns having at least thirty but less than fifty
36 registered motor vehicles per mile.
37 Class X. Towns having less than twenty registered motor
38 vehicles per jnile.
39 Section 28. Highway Maintenance Grants to Towns; Mileage
40 Grants. The department shall annually compute the amount
41 of grant due and payable to each town according to the
42 following procedure using the classifications established for the
43 current year in accordance with the preceding section, and shall
44 not later than March thirty-one transmit to the comptroller a
45 certified list setting forth such amounts for each town. In order
46 to determine the amount due each town, the department shall
47 first determine the road maintenance cost of each city and
48 town, the total for each class, and the total for the state. The
49 department shall then determine for each city and town the
50 percentage of the road maintenance cost of its class borne by
51 such city or town by dividing the road maintenance cost of the
52 city or town by the total road maintenance cost of the class to
53 which such city or town belongs; and shall determine for each
54 class the percentage of the total state road maintenance cost
55 borne by such class by dividing the total road maintenance cost
56 of such class by the total road maintenance of the state. The^
57 department shall then determine the amount allocable to each
58 class from the proceeds of one penny on the gasoline tax by
59 multiplying the total state proceeds from the collection of one
60 penny on the gasoline tax by the percentage of the total state
61 road maintenance cost borne by each class as determined in the
62 preceding sentence; and finally, the department shall determine
63 the amount due and payable to each city or town from the
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64 gasoline tax proceeds allocable to its class by multiplying the
65 amount of the gasoline tax proceeds allocated to the class to
66 which a city or town belongs by the percentage of the total
67 road maintenance cost of the class borne by such city or town.
68 The state treasurer shall, not later than April fifteenth pay
69 to the several cities and towns one-half the amounts so certi-
-70 fied and he shall pay the remaining one-half of such amounts

not later than November fifteenth
72 Section 29. Same Subject. —No grant shall be paid to any
73 city or town under authority of section twenty-six in excess of
74 the amount spent by such cities or towns during the preceding
75 year for the maintenance of its ways. The department may
75 require any town to furnish and the town accountant or officer
77 having similar duties shall furnish such information as the said
78 department may deem necessary for the proper enforcement of
79 this section. The state tax commission shall include the amount
80 to be paid in the notice to each city and town as provided in
81 section twenty-five of chapter fifty-eight of the General Laws.
82 Any city or town which feels that it will not receive the full
83 amount due and owing it must file a request for redeter-
-84 mination with the department within thirty days of the receipt
85 of the notice.

1 SECTION 2. Section 2 of chapter 85 of the General Laws as
2 most recently amended by section 2 of chapter 694, of the
3 acts of 1968 is hereby further amended by striking out the
4 first sentence and inserting in place thereof the following new
5 sentence: The department of public works, in this chapter
6 called the department, shall erect and maintain on state high-
-7 ways and on ways leading thereto, and on all main highways
8 between cities and towns and on town ways which have been

or may be constructed or reconstructed at the expense, in
10 whole or in part, of the commonwealth, such direction signs,
11 warning signs or lights, curb street or other traffic markings,
12 mechanical traffic signal systems, traffic devices, or parking
13 meters as it may deem necessary for promoting the public
14 safety and convenience and shall likewise install and maintain
15 in accordance with accepted standards of engineering practice.
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16 such curb, highway, street or other traffic markings as condi-
-17 tions may require or as may be necessary to carry out the
18 provisions of other statutes pertaining to highway markings.

1 SECTION 3. Section 34 of chapter 90 of the General Laws
2 as most recently amended by chapter 603 of the acts of 1962
3 is hereby further amended by inserting after subsection (1) the
4 following subsection: f
5 (1A) For expenditure, without appropriation, to reimburse
6 cities and towns for a portion of the cost of maintaining and
7 repairing town ways subject to the provisions of sections
8 twenty-six, twenty-seven, twenty-eight and twenty-nine of
9 chapter eighty-one.

1 SECTION 4. Section 23 of chapter 59 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by section 67 of chapter 849 of the
3 acts of 1969, is hereby further amended by striking out clause
4 (a) and inserting in place thereof the following clause:
5 (a) The amount of all estimated receipts of their respective
6 towns lawfully applicable to the payment of the expenditures
7 of the year, excluding receipts from loans and taxes but in-
-8 eluding estimated receipts from the excise levied under chapter
9 sixty A and receipts estimated by the commission under sec-

-10 tion twenty-five A of chapter fifty-eight.

1 SECTION 5. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 23
2 of chapter 85 of the General Laws, sections 26, 27, 28 and 29
3 of chapter 81 of the General Laws, section 2 of chapter 85 of
4 the General Laws or section 34 of chapter 90 of the General
5 Laws, the grant, assistance or aid to a city or town on the
6 effective date of this act shall not be decreased or diminished.


