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By Mr. Mcßride ol Adams, petition of Ewart D. Callahan and others (selectmen) (by
vote of the town) relative to votes of representative town meetings of the town of
Adams. Local Affairs. [Local Approval Received.]

®f)t Commontoealtf) of iHaSsiacfuistetW
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One.,1

An Act relative to votes of representative town meetings

or the town of adams.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 235 of the acts of 1935 is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 8 and inserting in place there
3 of the following section

4 Section 8. A vote of the representative town meeting under
5 any article in the warrant shall not be operative until expira-
-6 tion of ten days exclusive of Sundays and holidays from the
7 dissolution of the meeting other than the following: (l)to
8 adjourn; (2) to authorize the expenditure of less than twenty
9 thousand dollars; (3) to appropriate money for payment of

10 principal and interest of bonds and notes of the town; (4) to
11 authorize the temporary borrowing of money in anticipation of
12 revenue; (5) to enact an emergency measure required for the
13 immediate preservation of the public peace, health or safety
14 and so declared by preamble and adopted by a two-thirds vote
15 of the town meeting members present and voting thereon.
\6 If within such period of ten days a petition, signed by not
*7 less than three per cent of the registered voters of the town, is

18 filed with the Selectmen asking that any question involved in
19 such a vote be submitted to the voters of the town at large,
20 then the selectmen within seven days thereafter shall call a
21 special meeting to be held within fourteen days following such
22 a call for the sole purpose of presenting the question to the
23 voters at large.
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24 Each question submitted shall be placed on the official
25 ballot in the following form: “Shall the town vote to approve
26 the action of the representative town meeting whereby it was
27 voted (insert brief description of the vote)?”
28 The polls for voting upon such a question shall be opened at
29 two o’clock in the afternoon and closed not earlier than eight
30 o’clock in the evening.
31 The vote shall be taken by ballot and check list used in thg»32 several precincts in the same manner as for the election h,
33 town office. A question submitted shall be determined by a
34 majority vote, but the action of the representative town meet-
-35 mg shall not be reversed unless at least twenty (20) per cent of
36 all registered voters shall so vote.
37 If such a petition for a referendum is not filed within ten
38 days the vote of the representative town meeting shall be
39 operative and effective upon the expiration of that period, or
40 take any other action in relation thereto.

1 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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