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THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS,
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,

STATE HOUSE, BOSTON 02133, March 24, 1971

% the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I transmit herewith a copy of a resolution of Congress entitled
“Joint Resolution Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of
the United States Extending the Right to Vote to Citizens
Eighteen Years of Age or Older,” enacted by the Congress on
March 23, 1971.

I believe that it would be most appropriate for the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts to be one of the first states to ratify this
Constitutional Amendment.

Massachusetts took the lead by recently lowering its voting age
to 19! However, as a result of subsequent federal legislation, some
100,000 18 year olders who can vote in a federal election are
precluded from taking part in state and local elections. There is no
basis whatsoever, in logic, in policy, or in practice for excluding
young people from participation in state and local elective politics
when we permit them full participation on the federal level. A dual
system of registration is both expensive and confusing. It will cost
our state at least $40,000 to maintain.

Under the provisions of our state Constitution, it would be
impossible to reduce the voting age in Massachusetts before 1972
without such an amendment to the federal Constitution. We are
hopeful that other states will join with Massachusetts in working
for the ratification of this very important amendment.

*1
Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT,

Commontoealtf) of iflagfiacfjusetW

Governor.
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(

GHjc CommontoealH) of iHaasacbugetW

RESOLVE RATIFYING THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CON-
STITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES EXTENDING THE RIGHT TO
VOTE TO CITIZENS EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER.

1 Whereas, The Ninety-Second Congress by both Houses passe \

2 the following proposed amendment to the Constitution of the^
3 United States:
4 “Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of
5 the United States of America in Congress assembled (two-thirds
6 of each House concurring therein), that the following article is
7 proposed as an amendment to the Constitution of the United
8 States, which shall be valid to all intents and purposes as part
9 of the Constitution when ratified by the legislatures of three-

-10 fourths of the several States within seven years from the date
11 of its submission by the Congress;

1 ARTICLE SECTION 1. The right of citizens of the
2 United States, who are eighteen years of age or older, to vote
3 shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any
4 State on account of age.

1 SECTION 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this
2 article by appropriate legislation.”; therefore be it
3 Resolved, That the said proposed amendment is hereby rati-
-4 fied by the legislature of the commonwealth of Massachusetts;
5 and be it further
6 Resolved, That a certified copy of the foregoing preamble
7 and resolution be forwarded by the governor to the adminis-
-8 trator of general services of the United States in accordance9 with section 106b, title 1, United States Code.


