
HOUSE 5280

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE HOUSE, BOSTON, April 6, 1971.

To the Honorable Senate and House ofRepresentatives:
In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-

ments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, House Bill No.
5116 entitled, “AN ACT REQUIRING THE TESTING OF BLOOD
FOR SICKLE TRAIT OR ANEMIA AS A PREREQUISITE TO
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE.”

This bill would provide for the testing of all children in the
commonwealth to determine whether or not they have sickle cell
trait or sickle cell anemia, before being admitted to a public school in
those cities and towns where the commissioner of public health has
adopted a regulation requiring such test for children.

I support the purposes which led to this legislation. I believe,
however, that two changes should be adopted to make it more
workable and meaningful. First, since not all children are susceptible
to sickle cell trait or anemia, only those who are determined by the
commissioner to be in need of testing ought to be tested. In addition,
it may be administratively difficult to test children during the
summer months before the start of the school year. I recommend
that the testing be permitted either before the child enters school or
during the first year of his attendance.

Secondly, the bill as presently written merely provides for testing.
These tests should have some interpretation and meaning to the
persons affected. I therefore believe that some authority should be
given to the department of public health to provide informational
and educational materials concerning this illness.

I therefore recommend the bill be amended as follows:
By striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in place

thereof the following:
SECTION 1. Chapter 76 of the General Laws is hereby amended

by inserting after section 15 the following section:
Section 15A. Every susceptible child shall be required to have a

blood test to determine whether or not the child has sickle cell trait
or sickle cell anemia before being admitted to a public school, or in
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the first year of attendance in a public school, in accordance with
regulations adopted by the commissioner of public health, which
shall include provisions for the preparation and distribution of
educational materials reltaing to sickle cell trait and sickle cell
anemia.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT,
Governor of the Commonwealth.
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