
Substituted by the House, on motion of Mr. Menton of Water-
town, for a bill with the same title (House, No. 2400). May 3.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One.

An Act regulating newspaper publication of political ad-

vertisements.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 56 of the General Laws is hereby amended by

2 inserting after section 39 the following two sections;

3 Section 39A. If the management of a newspaper publishes or

4 accepts for publication any political advertisement, it shall not

5 refuse to publish any political advertisement tor or on behalf
6of any other candidate or organization relating to the same

7 election, primary or referendum, except if by publishing such
g advertisement it would necessarily violate any other section of

9 this chapter. Whoever violates this section may be enjoined

10 therefrom pursuant to a suit in equity commenced by any

11 person aggrieved and shall forfeit to such person not less than

12 one hundred dollars and the costs of suit to the plaintiff,
13 including reasonable attorney’s fees, and the court may award
14 such other damages as may seem fit.
15 Section 398. The management of a newspaper shall not

16 charge for publication of any political advertisement an amount

17 greater than is or would be charged for a non-political adver-
-18 tisement of comparable size, complexity and location in the
19 same edition of said newspaper. Whoever violates this section
20 shall forfeit to any person aggrieved, pursuant to a civil action

21 brought in any district court having jurisdiction, treble the

22 differential between the amount charged and the amount that

23 should have been charged and the costs of suit to the plaintiff,
24 including reasonable attorney’s fees.
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