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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE HOUSE, BOSTON, AUGUST 30, 1971.

Funds for the Vietnam veterans bonus program are nearly ex-
hausted.

The program was initially authorized by the Legislature in 1968. It
required the payment of $3OO bonuses to Massachusetts veterans
who served in the Vietnam combat area, and $2OO bonuses to those
who did not serve in the combat area. It made the benefits available
retroactively as well as prospectively: Any Massachusetts citizen who
served in our Armed Forces from July 1, 1958 to the end of the
hostilities in Vietnam, and who was honorably discharged, was made
eligible. Six million dollars was authorized to cover the then estima-
ted cost of the program, which was funded by a bond issue.

The six million dollars was exhausted almost immediately.
In 1969 the Legislature authorized an additional twenty-five

million dollars, once again bonded. This too ran out.
In 1970 you authorized an additional ten million dollars. At that

time I repeatedly appealed to you to limit the bonus program to
those who had served in the Vietnam combat area, and had therefore
borne the hazard of combat duty. I pointed out that Massachusetts is
more than generous already to its returning veterans: that the Massa-
chusetts taxpayers provide liberal education allowances to veterans
and their children; that they provide benefits to needy veterans,
operate two soldiers’ homes, grant preference to veterans in state
service, and give special allowances to veterans when they retire as
state employees. I pointed out that two-thirds of the total cost of
this program was being directed towards veterans who had never
served in the combat area. I pointed out that unless we limited the
bonus program to combat area veterans, the new $lO million authori-
zation would soon be exhausted. But my suggestion was not
adopted, and the program was not curtailed.

I cannot in good conscience recommend additional funds for this
purpose without recommending to you once again that the program
be restricted to $3OO bonuses to those who have served in the
Vietnam combat area.

To the Honorable Senate and House ofRepresentatives:
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The legislation attached hereto would authorize the extension of
this program by an additional $5 million. If you curtail the program
in the manner I suggest, it should carry us through the next two
years, before which time all Americans pray and reasonably expect
that active American involvement in Vietnam ground combat duty
will have terminated.

In considering this legislation, I urge you to weigh the plight of the
average taxpayer who must foot the bills for all spending program
In that spirit I recommend your passage of the attached legislation.

Respectfully submitted,
FRANCIS W. SARGENT,

Governor of the Commonwealth.
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An Act providing additional funds for the suitable recog-
nition OF THOSE RESIDENTS OF MASSACHUSETTS WHO SHALL
HAVE SERVED IN THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES
DURING THE VIETNAM CONFLICT, AND MAKING CERTAIN
CHANGES IN THE ELIGIBILITY THEREFOR.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. In anticipation of the issue of bonds autho-
-2 rized in section two of this act, the state treasurer may borrow,
3 from time to time, on the credit of the commonwealth, such
4 sums of money as may be necessary for the purpose of meeting
5 payments authorized by chapter six hundred and forty-six of the
6 acts of nineteen hundred and sixty-eight, and amendments there-
-7 to, and may issue and renew, as hereinafter provided, notes of
8 the commonwealth therefor, bearing interest payable at such
9 times and at such rates as shall be fixed by the state treasurer.

10 Such notes shall be issued and may be renewed one or more
11 times for such terms, not exceeding one year, as the governor
12 may recommend to the general court in accordance with Section
13 3 of Article LXII of the Amendments to the Constitution of the
14 Commonwealth; but the final maturity of such notes, whether
15 original or renewal, shall be not later than June thirtieth, nine-
-16 teen hundred and seventy-five.

1 SECTION 2. To meet the expenditures necessary in carrying
2 out the provisions of sections one, three, four and five of said
3 chapter six hundred and forty-six, and amendments thereto, or
4 to refinance notes issued as provided in section one of this act,
5 the state treasurer shall, upon the request of the governor, issue
6 and sell at public or private sale bonds of the commonwealth,
7 registered or with interest coupons attached, as he may deem
8 best, to an amount to be specified by the governor from time to
9 time, but not exceeding, in the aggregate, the sum of five million
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10 dollars. All bonds issued by the commonwealth, as aforesaid,
11 shall be designated on their face, Vietnam Conflict Loan, Act of
12 1971, and shall be on the serial payment plan for such maximum
13 term of years, not exceeding ten years, as the governor may
14 recommend to the general court pursuant to Section 3of Article
15 LXII of the Amendments to the Constitution of the Common-
-16 wealth, the maturities thereof to be so arranged that the amounts
17 payable in the several years of the period of amortization, other
] 8 than the final year, shall be as nearly equal as in the opinion o
19 the state treasurer it is practicable to make them. Said bonds
20 shall bear interest semiannually at such rates as the state trea-
-21 surer, with the approval of the governor, shall fix. The initial
22 maturities of such bonds shall be payable not later than one year
23 from the date of issue thereof and the entire issue not later than
24 June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and ninety-six.

1 SECTION 3. Chapter 646 of the acts of 1968 is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 1, as amended by
3 sections 1 and 2 of chapter 325 of the acts of 1969,
4 and inserting in place thereof the following section:
5 Section 1. Upon application, as hereinafter provided, there
6 shall be allowed and paid out of the treasury of the common-
-7 wealth without appropriation the sum of three hundred dollars
8 to each person who shall have served in the armed forces of the
9 United States in active service for a period of six months or more

10 since July first, ninetee hundred and fifty-eight until the end of
11 the Vietnam conflict as determined by federal authorities, who
12 performed active service outside the continental limits of the
13 United States in the Vietnam area, as said area is described by
14 proper federal authority, and who was discharged or released
15 under honorable conditions from such service; provided, that the
16 domicile of every person on account of whose service the applica-
-17 tion is filed shall have been in the commonwealth for a period
18 not less than six months immediately prior to the time of hi
19 entry into the sendee.
20 “Active service in the armed forces”, as used in this section
21 shall not include active duty for training in the army national
22 guard or air national guard or active duty for training as a reser-
-23 vist in the armed forces of the United States.
24 The benefits of this section shall extend to any commissioned
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25 officer, warrant officer or person enlisted for an indefinite enlist-
-26 ment serving in the armed forces of the United States, who was
27 domiciled as provided in this section and who served in said
28 armed forces in active service for not less than three years since
29 July first, nineteen hundred and fifty-eight in any grade or
30 grades, and who is not otherwise entitled to said benefits solely
31 for the reason that he has not received a discharge or release
32 under honorable conditions from such service.
33 The benefits of this section shall also extend to include those
34 persons who served on active duty less than six months since July
35 first, nineteen hundred and sixty-eight, who have been discharged
36 or released due to a disability or disease incurred in the line of
37 duty, or were killed or died of injuries incurred while sending on
38 active duty of less than six months; provided, that they meet the
39 other requirements of this act.

1 SECTION 4. Notwithstanding any provision of section one of
2 chapter six hundred and forty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred
3 and sixty-eight, as amended by section three of this act, the
4 provisions of said section one and amendments thereto as in
5 effect immediately prior to the effective date of this act shall
6 remain applicable to any person who, upon application, would
7 have been eligible to receive benefits thereunder prior to the
8 effective date of this act.
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