
No. 6307HOUSE

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE HOUSE, BOSTON, September 28, 1971

To the Honorable Senate and House ofRepresentatives
In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-

ments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, House Bill No.
5627 entitled “AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE METROPOLITAN
DISTRICT COMMISSION TO SELL AND CONVEY A CERTAIN
PARCEL OF LAND IN THE CITY OF REVERE TO REVERE
LODGE, NO. 1171 OF THE BENEVOLENT AND PROTECTIVE
ORDER OF ELKS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
INC.”

This bill would authorize the transfer of a piece of parkland
owned by the Metropolitan District Commission to the Revere Lodge
of Elks, subject to approval of the commissioner of administration.

This land has been used for an open dumping operation, now
stopped. The M.D.C. considers the property a potentially attractive
piece of parkland along the Revere Beach Parkway bordering Sales
Creek, and would like to improve it as a park. The area involved is
about five acres, and the Revere Elks desire to obtain it for a lodge.

I am always seriously concerned whenever any property owned by
the commonwealth or any of its agencies is permitted to be sold to a
private party. I must give weight to the contention of the M.D.C.
that the land is potentially useful to them. Further, there is
considerable dispute as to the value of this property and the price the
Revere Elks are able to pay. The land is valued by the M.D.C. at
more than $200,000. Before 1 could give any consideration to this
proposal, I believe it should be made clear that the land would not be
sold for less than its fair value as determined by the agency
concerned.

I therefore recommend the bill be amended as follows
By adding at the end thereof the following; - ; provided however,

that no such sale and conveyance may be approved for a price which
is less than the fair market value of said parcel, as determined by an
appraisal made by the Metropolitan District Commission.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT,
Governor of the Commonwealth
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