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By Mr. Saltonstall, a petition of William L. Saltonstall that provision
be made for an investigation and study by the Commissioner of Admin-
istration and Finance for the preparation of the initiation of a statewide
plan for land use and related resources. State Administration.

*

In the year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Two.

Resolve authorizing and directing the commissioner of ad-
ministration AND FINANCE TO PREPARE FOR THE INITIATION OF A
STATEWIDE PLAN FOR LAND USE AND RELATED RESOURCES.

1 Resolved, Whereas, The basic resource experiencing direct
2 impact of population and industrial growth is the land, and
3 how this resource is used will to a large extent determine
4 the kind and quality of life that our citizens will enjoy in the
5 years ahead; and
6 Whereas, A portion of our landscape is already secured for
7 conservation and outdoor recreation purposes, as well as other
8 vital public uses such as transportation and utilities, and a
9 much larger proportion, more than three-quarters of the land’s

10 surface, is under private ownership; and
11 Whereas, Given the predicted pressures of population growth
12 and subsequent development expansion, land use planning,
13 both public and private, should be tempered with an urgency
14 of purpose for the opportunities which are currently avail-
-15 able will not exist even one decade hence; and

Whereas, Two forces are needed: one to acquire and pre-
-17 serve segments of open land for public purposes and enjoy-

-18 ment, the second to promote rational development of the
19 landscape for urban work and needs housing, industry,
20 services without needless destruction of its environmental
21 values; and
22 Whereas, To determine and coordinate these aims, the
23 establishment of a special land use planning commission under
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24 the direction of the Secretary of Administration and Finance
25 has been recommended in the Report of the Governor’s Ad-
-26 visory Commission on Open Space and Outdoor Recreation
27 which would initiate an urgently needed statewide land use
28 plan and would coordinate the activities of regional planning
29 agencies, now therefore be it
30 Resolved, That the Secretary of Administration and Finance
31 is hereby authorized and directed to study and prepare
32 program under which a continuing responsibility may be as-
-33 signed for the development and review of a comprehensive
34 state land use plan to provide for the proper planning of use
35 of land and related resources throughout the commonwealth
36 for environmental, commercial, industrial, utility, transpor-
-37 tation, recreational, housing, and other uses. The study shall
38 be directed towards the establishment of an agency or com-
-39 mittee to include the appropriate cabinet secretaries or their
40 designees under the overall direction of the Secretary of Ad-
-41 ministration and Finance and shall provide for rules, regula-
-42 tions, and incentives under which cities and towns will co-
-43 operate in such a plan. The Secretary shall file his report
44 with the General Court with his recommendations, if any,
45 together with drafts of legislation necessary to carry his
46 recommendations into effect, by filing the same with the clerk
47 of the senate on or before the last Wednesday of November,
48 nineteen hundred and seventy-two, or at the time he files his
49 recommendations to the governor under section 50 of chapter
50 704 of the acts of 1969, whichever first occurs.
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