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'To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Perhaps no single issue has been in the forefront of the public’s
mind over the past months more than prison reform. Events at
our correctional institutions have forced us to direct our atten-
tion to an issue that has historically been given a low priority. We
have re-examined our whole correctional system and seen at its
very foundation an arbitrariness that should not be tolerated. I
refer to the existence of the so-called “2/3 law.”

When this law was passed, it was hoped that it would provide
greater protection to the citizens of the Commonwealth. In re-
ality, this law has not worked it has had just the opposite ef-
fect. It has taken away incentive, it has released people without
supervision, and most importantly it has taken away from the
professionals, the Parole Board members, the flexibility to de-
termine when an individual should re-enter society. It does us no
good to make reforms like enlarging the Parole Board and upgrad-
ing the qualifications for its membership if we take away the pow-
er they need to perform their functions. To correct these deficien-
cies, I am filing today a repeal of the 2/3 law.

It is important to point out that repeal of this law does not
mean that everyone will suddenly be released from prison. But it is
equally important to consider that over 90% of the people who are
now incarcerated someday will be released. We have a choice, we

*|pan try to maximize our chances of protecting society by allow-
ing professionals to do their job, or we can continue in the hap-
hazard manner in which we have proceeded over the past few
years. I urge the repeal of the 2/3 law as an opportunity to do
the former.

Respectfully submitted,
FRANCIS W. SARGENT
Governor
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In the year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Two.

An Act relative to parole permits granted at such time a;I *

THE PAROLE BOARD MAY DETERMINE AND RELATIVE TO REQUIRED
SERVICE OF PORTIONS OF SENTENCE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 127, Section 133 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out the language contained in Chapter
3 764 Acts 1965 and inserting in place thereof the following
4 new section:
5 Section 133. Paragraph (a). Parole permits may be granted
6 by the Parole Board to prisoners subject to its jurisdiction
7 at such times as the Parole Board may determine provided
8 that no prisoner held under a sentence containing a minimum
9 sentence shall be granted a parole until he has served one

10 third of his minimum sentence but in any event not less than
11 one year, or, if he has two or more sentences to be served
12 otherwise than concurrently, one third of the aggregate of
13 such minimum sentences but in any event not less than one
14 year for each such sentence.
15 Prisoners held under a sentence for violation of section 26
16 of chapter 265 of the General Laws (kidnapping) shall not be
17 eligible for parole under the provisions of paragraph (a).
18 Prisoners held under a sentence for violation of sections
19 138, 22, 22A, 23, 248 of chapter 265 of the General Laws oM
20 for violation of section 35A of chapter 272 of the General
21 Laws shall not be eligible for parole under the provisions of
22 paragraph (a).

23 Paragraph (b). On and after the effective date of this act,
24 any prisoner serving a sentence for any of the crimes listed in
25 Paragraph C of this act and who is paroled from that sen-
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26 tence on one third of the minimum sentences or sentences on
which he was held and who, while on the one third parole is
sentenced or committed for a violation of any of the crimes
listed in said Paragraph C. of this section shall not be eligible
for parole until he has served two thirds of any minimum sen-
tence imposed for the new offense. If two or more sentences
are to be served otherwise than concurrently, he shall serve
two thirds of the aggregate of such minimum sentences but
in any event not less than one year for each such sentence.
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Paragraph (c). For the purposes of this act, the crimes
referred to in paragraph (b) shall include violations of sec-
tions 138, 14, 15, 15A, 16, 17, 18, 18A, 21, 22, 22A, 23, 24,
248, 25, 26 of chapter 265 of the General Laws or of section
17, 35 or 35A of chapter 272 of the General Laws or for any
attempt to commit a violation of these sections.
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Paragraph (d). Notwithstanding anything in this section,
deductions shall be granted for blood donation as provided in
section 129A, said deductions to reduce the term of imprison-
ment by computing the additional deductions and subtracting
them from the minimum term for release on parole as author-
ized by this section or for reducing the term of imprisonment
by deduction from the maximum term for which a prisoner
may be held under his sentence or sentences.
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Section 2. The provisions of section one hundred and thir-
ty-three of chapter one hundred and twenty-seven of the Gen-
eral Laws, as amended by section one of this act, shall apply
in the case of any person sentenced prior to the effective date
of this act if application of the provisions thereof would have
the effect of making him eligible for parole consideration at
an earlier date.
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