
(Similar Matter Filed During Previous Session See Senate, No. 516.)

By Mr. Hall, a petition (accompanied by proposal, Senate, No. 657) of
Robert A. Hall for a legislative amendment to the Constitution providing
for a census of the population in the year nineteen hundred and seventy-
five and the apportionment on the basis of said census of the Common-
wealth into one hundred and sixty equal representative districts and forty

senatorial districts. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three.

Proposal for a legislative amendment to the constitution
PROVIDING FOR A CENSUS OF THE POPULATION IN THE YEAR NINE-
TEEN HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-FIVE AND THE APPORTIONMENT ON
THE BASIS OF SAID CENSUS OF THE COMMONWEALTH INTO ONE
HUNDRED AND SIXTY EQUAL SENATORIAL DISTRICTS.

A majority of all the members elected to the Senate and House
of Representatives, in joint session, hereby declares it to be ex-
pedient to alter the Constitution by the adoption of the following
Article of Amendment, to the end that it may become a part of
the Constituion [if similarly agreed to in a joint session of the next
General Court and approved by the people at the state election
next following]:

ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.

The senate shall consist of forty members, and the house of
representatives shall consist of one hundred and sixty members,
each of whom shall represent a single district created every tenth

year thereafter a census of the inhabitants of each city and town
shall be taken. Said census shall specify the number of inhabitants
residing in each precinct of each town and in each precinct and
ward of each city. Said census shall be the basis for determining
the representative districts for the ten year period beginning with
the first Wednesday in the fourth January following the taking of

in the manner provided in this article.
In the year nineteen hundred and seventy-five and every tenth
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said census; provided that such districts as established based on
the census in the year nineteen hundred and seventy-one shall
terminate on the first Wednesday in January in the year nineteen
hundred and seventy-nine.

It shall be the duty of the secretary of the commonwealth, on
or before the first day in October in the year in which the census
is taken, to certify to the chief justice of the superior court, to
governor and to the general court the number of inhabitants L "

each city and town and to each city and town the name and resi-
dence of each inhabitant. Thereafter, no later than the first day of
January of the following year, each city and town shall, if it con-
tains more than twenty-five hundred inhabitants, divide such city
into wards and precincts or such town into precincts; and no pre-
cinct so created shall contain more than five thousand inhabitants.
No city or town shall be required to use the wards or precincts
created under this Article for the purpose of legislative redistrict-
ing for its municipal elections. Each city and town shall, on or be-
fore January tenth in the year following the census, notify the
secretary of the commonwealth, the chief justice of the superior
court, the governor and the general court, of the boundaries of and
the number of inhabitants in such wards and precincts.

The general court shall, at its first regular session after the
year in which said census was taken, divide the commonwealth
into one hundred and sixty representative districts of contiguous
territory so that each representative will represent an equal num-
ber of inhabitants, as nearly as may be; and such districts shall be
formed, as nearly as may be; without uniting two counties or parts
of two or more counties, two towns or parts of two or more towns,
two cities or parts of two or more cities, or a city and a town, or
parts of cities and towns, into one district. Such districts shall
also be formed that no town containing less than twenty-five hun,-.
dred inhabitants according to said census shall be divided. The* 1
general court may by law limit the time within which judicial
proceedings may be instituted calling in question any such division.
Every representative, for one year at least immediately preceding
his election, shall have been an inhabitant of the district for which
he is chosen, and shall cease to represent such district when he
shall cease to be an inhabitant of the commonwealth. The manner



1973.] SENATE —No. 657. 3

of calling and conducting the elections for the choice of representa-
tives, and of ascertaining their election, shall be prescribed by law.

Each such census of inhabitants shall likewise be the basis for
determining the senatorial districts and also the councillor districts
for the ten year period beginning with the first Wednesday in the
fourth January following the taking of such census; provided that

. such districts as established based on the census in the year nine-
teen hundred and seventy-one shall terminate on the first Wednes-

day in January in the year nineteen hundred and seventy-nine.
The general court shall, at its first regular session after the year
in which said census is taken, divide the commonwealth into forty
districts of contiguous territory, each district to contain, as nearly
as may be, an equal number of inhabitants according to said cen-
sus; and such districts shall be formed, as nearly as may be, with-
out uniting two counties, or parts of two or more counties, into
one district. The general court may by law limit the time within
which judicial proceedings may be instituted calling in question
such division. Each district shall elect one senator, who shall have
been an inhabitant of this commonwealth five years at least im-
mediately preceding his election, and at the time of his election
shall be an inhabitant of the district for which he is chosen; and
he shall cease to represent such senatorial district when he shall
cease to be an inhabitant of the commonwealth. The manner of
calling and conducting the elections for the choice of senators and
councillors, and of ascertaining their election, shall be prescribed
by law.

The general court shall report to the secretary of the common-
wealth, and to each city and town the boundaries of the representa-
tive and senatorial districts, and the number of inhabitants con-
tained in each district, together with a name, number and other

sufficient to identify each district.
Nothing in this Article shall be construed to limit the right of

any person to seek judicial relief at any time in respect to any
alleged infringement of his franchise by a division of the common-
wealth into representative or senatorial districts, or of a city into
wards and precincts or of a town into precincts.

Article XCII of the Articles of Amendment is hereby annulled.
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