
SENATE No. 841
By Mr. Saltonstall, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 841) of

Peter Schweitzer, and another, and William L. Saltonstall for legislation
to require those persons owning certain animals to be licensed. Natural
Resources and Agriculture.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three.

An Act requiring those persons owning certain animals to
BE LICENSED.

Be it enactedby the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 131 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 26A the following sec-
-3 tion:—
4 Section 268. The director shall, after public hearing, estab-
-5 lish rules and regulations relative to the issuance of licenses
6 and the fees therefor for those persons desiring to own and
7 keep any vertebrate, hereinafter called “animal,” not included
8 on the list of commonly accepted domestic pets, animals used
9 as livestock or commercially bred in the commonwealth, issued

10 by the director, and not a wild animal indigenous to the com-
il monwealth. No person shall purchase any such animal with-
-12 out first having obtained a license from the director. No per-
-13 son other than a commercially licensed pet shop may obtain
14 a license with the intent to purchase said animal for com-
-15 mercial sale. No person shall sell or give such an animal to
16 any person who has not first obtained a license from the di-
-17 rector. Legally licensed commercial establishments dealing
18 in the purchase and resale of animals may acquire such ani-
-19 mals without an additional license, but shall first secure a
20 licensed buyer to purchase said animal.
21 Research facilities, hospitals or other institutions, propaga-
-22 tors, breeders, recognized humane societies, zoos approved by
23 the United States Department of Agriculture, conducting scien-
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24 tific investigations may be granted a blanket license to exempt
them from filing for each individual animal.25

26 A separate license shall be obtained for each such animal
owned. Separate licenses for each offspring from such animals
shall be obtained from the director within a reasonable time
after their birth.

27
28
29
30 Violations of any provision of this section shall be punished

by a fine of not more than twenty-five dollars, and the animal
in question shall be confiscated by the director. The director
shall have legal authority to dispose of said animal in such
ways as he deems appropriate.

31
32
33
34

1 Section 2. The director shall automatically issue licenses
to those persons owning animals described in section twenty-
six B of chapter one hundred and thirty-one of the General
Laws, inserted by section one of this act, prior to the effective
date of this act. No person shall be prosecuted for violation
of this act prior to January the first, nineteen hundred and
seventy-four.
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